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(iii) FR W4 NPSFM; 

(iv) WC W2 NPSFM; 

(v) WC W3 NPSFM; 

(vi) WC W4 NPSFM; and 

(vii) WC W6 NPSFM. 

 

(b) The survey shall be:  

(i) undertaken by a SQP with specific expertise in 

mudfish survey methods;  

(ii) undertaken at a time of year determined by the SQP 

to be appropriate for the life stage targeted;  

(iii) undertaken in accordance with the methods 

described in Ling et al. 2013: A revised methodology 

to survey and monitor New Zealand mudfish; and  

(iv) designed to determine, to the extent practicable, 

whether Canterbury mudfish are present within the 

affected wetland habitats within the project site. 

 

 
The threat classification of Canterbury mudfish, as the Panel has 
noted in its draft decision, warrants a survey of additional wetlands 
to be undertaken. It is inappropriate for the Canterbury Mudfish 
Management Plan (CMMP) to only be created in response to 
Canterbury mudfish being discovered when works commence, 
which would be an accidental discovery protocol. Further, in the 
draft decision condition CM.1, if Canterbury mudfish are found 
during the course of works, all works within the area must be 
stopped until the CMMP is certified, which would lead to significant 
delays in construction when surveying could be done ahead of time 
to reduce the risk.  
 
Surveys should be carried out before the works are started to 
ensure that there are no accidental adverse effects on the species.  

C1.31 
Inclusion of 
new condition 

Within 20 Working Days of completion of the survey required by 
Condition 1.30, the Consent Holder shall provide a survey report 
to CRC and DOC. The survey report shall map the extent of any 
occupied mudfish habitat within the affected wetland habitats 
shown on Plan CRCxxxxxx,  
 
Where Canterbury mudfish are not detected following completion 
of the survey in accordance with Condition 1.30, no further 
Canterbury mudfish-specific surveys or Canterbury mudfish-
specific management measures are required and Schedule 4 
does not apply. Where Canterbury mudfish are detected within the 
affected wetland habitats shown on Plan CRCxxxxxx, the 
conditions of Schedule 4 shall apply to Construction Works within 
this area. 
 

Refer to our comments above. 
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(e) Incorporation of instream woody habitat features;  

(f) Utilisation of existing natural materials such as rocks, 

woody debris from the existing Watercourse (where 

present); and  

(g) Incorporation of a planted flood plain terrace. 

C2.11 To comply with Regulation 43 of the Freshwater Fisheries 
Regulations 1983, the Consent Holder shall appoint a SQP to 
design the realignment of Waihora Stream, Taranaki Stream, and 
Taranaki Stream tributary. The realignments shall be designed 
and constructed to achieve the following outcomes: 
(aa) Permanent fish passage; 
(a) Channel and banks to have a natural form that considers the 

geomorphology and geometry of the existing stream channel 
and is informed by the New Zealand Fish Passage 
Guidelines, second edition, June 2024; 

(b) Meanders shall be considered where this can be achieved 
without creating channel stability risks or requiring 
unreasonable ongoing intervention; 

(c) Dimensions (depth, width, and gradient pattern) shall be 
similar to the reclaimed Watercourse that it replaces to 
achieve similar velocities, depth profiles and wetted widths;  

(d) Maintenance of hydrological heterogeneity (pools, runs, 
riffles, etc) to a similar or better extent than the reclaimed 
Watercourse that it replaces.  

(e) Same or better mosaic of substrates as the reclaimed 
Watercourse that it replaces;  

(f) Constructed using natural materials and have planting of 
indigenous vegetation for a zone of at least 10 metres either 
side of the banks. Such planting shall:   
(i) Be of a suitable species composition;  
(ii) Include woody plants within 1m of the bank; and  
(iii) Be maintained until 80% indigenous canopy cover and 

a general absence of weeds is achieved;  
(g) Fenced to exclude stock;  

 
To ensure that permanent fish passage is achieved as outlined in 
(aa), there must be sufficient post-works monitoring. Staging the 
monitoring within the time periods will allow for early capture if the 
realignments are not providing fish passage where needed, and will 
allow for seasonal variation monitoring. By the time that the two year 
mark has occurred, there could have been significant adverse 
effects that have already occurred. 
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ensure that there are no adverse effects on the species as a whole. 
Any amendment to the Canterbury Mudfish schedule could result in 
an increase of adverse effects and there is no potential for the 
Department to provide comment on the changes. 

Schedule 1, 
GC.4 

No changes recommended The Department supports the ability of Canterbury Regional Council 
to require the applicant to update its practices to the best practical 
option.  

Schedule 2, 
MP.3 

No changes recommended The Department supports the removal of the deemed certification 
clause. 

Schedule 2, 
MP.4 

Any certified Management Plan may be amended, if necessary, to 
reflect any changes in design, construction methods or 
management of effects:  

(a) Any amendments to a certified Management Plan Material 

Changes shall be provided to Whitiora for comment prior 

to submission to CRC for certification. The Consent 

Holder shall have regard to any comments received from 

Whitiora prior to submission for certification. 

(b)  Any amendments to a certified Management Plan 

Material Changes must be submitted to CRC for 

certification as soon as practical following identification of 

the need for the amendment and any works associated 

with the amendment must not commence until 

recertification has occurred in accordance with condition 

MP.3  

(c) except for Material Changes, Any certified management 

plans may be amended or updated to reflect a minor 

administrative change without the need for certification 

where:.   

(i) The amendment/s have no, or a de minimis, 

adverse effect on the environment; and 

(ii) The amendment is an administrative change. 

The Department disagrees with the inclusion of material change as 
a definition as described above. In the alternative, understanding 
that there are potential reasons for the applicant to make minor 
changes, the Department recommends that the administrative 
changes are defined instead of material change, and that 
Canterbury Regional Council (CRC) has the opportunity to object to 
a change being defined as an administrative change.  
 
Management plans can only be certified by CRC and should not be 
delegated to the applicant, so any amendments to management 
plans should ultimately be reviewed and where necessary certified 
by CRC, and not at the whim of the consent holder. 
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(d) Any management plan amended under MP.4(c) must be 

provided to CRC within 10 working days of the change. If 

Council determines that the amendments do not comply 

with (c)(i) or (c)(ii) above, then the amendments are to be 

submitted for certification under MP.3. 

(e) Updated management plans shall must be provided to 

CRC and Whitiora for information within 5 working days of 

their updating. 

Schedule 2, 
MP.7 

The purpose of the EMP is to address the management of 
adverse effects on ecology for the activities authorised under 
resource consents C1 – C3 to ensure there is no net-loss of 
indigenous biodiversity values within the project site. The scope of 
the EMP is limited to: 
(a) Indigenous biodiversity in and within 10 metres of 

Watercourses, Wetlands and the Quarry Lakes; 
(b) Fish management in Watercourses and the Quarry Lakes; and 

(c) Residual effects management for the matters addressed in 
Schedule 3. 

The Department requests that there is a reference to no net-loss of 
indigenous biodiversity in the purpose of the EMP. No net-loss is 
important to ensure that (a) and (b) are appropriately implemented 
but that the residual effects management in (c) can adapt to 
undertake additional offsetting and compensation if no net-loss has 
not been achieved in accordance with the National Policy Statement 
for Indigenous Biodiversity and the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management.   

Schedule 2, 
MP.8 

The EMP must include:  
 
General 
 
(n) Identification of key ecology personnel, including their roles 

and responsibilities, specialist expertise, and relevant 
experience;  

(o) Site staff induction procedures in respect of ecology;  
(p) Any feedback provided by Whitiora on draft versions of the 

EMP; 
(q) A protocol for provision of a summary of outcomes to 

Whitiora, on a six-monthly basis, from monitoring required 
under this management plan; 

(r) A protocol for consultation with Whitiora in respect of any 
concerns or issues in relation to effects on the environment 
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during construction, and in particular observed effects on 
water quality and the health and wellbeing of waterbodies. 

(s) Environmental reporting to the CRC and Whitiora; 
(t)  Environmental auditing and compliance monitoring; 
(u) Review processes, including a protocol for amending the 

EMP as a result of any complaints or issues arising during 
construction. 

 
Indigenous biodiversity (within 10 metres and in Watercourses 
and Wetlands) 
 
(v) Approaches to the management of indigenous vegetation 

clearance and planting through:  
i. Protocols that include demarcation, timing 

of vegetation clearance and planting; and 
supervision requirements;  

ii. A planting guide that sets out:  
iii. The source of plants from the rohe or 

relevant ecological districts, including a 
propagation guide;  

iv. Plant specifications;  
v. Species mix;  
vi. Nursery requirements; 
vii. Methods, locations, plant numbers, 

spacing, density and timing of planting;  
viii. Approaches to livestock exclusion. 

(w) Pest plant and animal management,  
(x) Planting monitoring and maintenance approach and 

timelines. 
(y) Approaches to the management of potential effects on 

indigenous birds, including:  
i. The avoidance of undertaking vegetation 

clearance works during peak bird 
breeding season (September 1 to 
January 31 inclusive) 

ii. The procedures for pre-construction 
avifauna surveys;  

iii. Constraints on vegetation clearance;  

 
 
 
Reporting requirements are necessary to ensure that the EMP is 
being correctly implemented to give effect to the purpose as set out 
in MP.7. Without reporting, CRC cannot be certain that the Consent 
Holder is abiding by the EMP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department maintains the position that vegetation clearance 
should be avoided during bird breeding season to ensure that birds 
are appropriately managed during the vegetation clearance. As the 
original purpose of the EMP is to ‘manage effects on ecology’, there 
is no requirement for the Consent Holder to undertake the effects 
management hierarchy in an appropriate order. An example is that 
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iv. Deterrents;  
v. Exclusion zones;  
vi. Supervision; and 
vii. Responses to accidental harm. 

 
Fish management 
 
(z) Fish recovery protocols to provide procedures for the salvage 

and relocation of fish shall include the:  
i. Location where fish and aquatic 

organisms shall be salvaged and 
released;  

ii. Methods to prevent fish entering the 
works area once defishing occurs  

iii. Methods used to hold fish following 
capture and prior to release 

iv. Measures to prevent fish impingement 
and / or entrainment during stream works. 

v. Roles and responsibilities for the 
ecologist/s, contractors and other people 
on site   

vi. Measures to avoid or minimise times 
when migratory fish species or fish are 
migrating or spawning 

vii. Deterrent, removal, recovery, relocation, 
and reporting methods prior to and post 
the commencement of construction 
activities; 

viii. Measures to manage pest fish species 
and exotic fish. 

ix. Fish salvage data must be reported to 
CRC and must include but not be limited 
to:  

1. fishing effort and catch rate 
changes,  

2. species,  
3. numbers,  
4. release site information, and  

stating that there will be deterrents does not provide confidence that 
the deterrents will be effective or used appropriately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department considers that to ensure that the fish salvage is 
undertaken correctly the Consent Holder shall be required to 
provide the data that the EMP provisions are being followed. 
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5. mortalities.   
(aa) Site-specific guidance of fish migration and spawning times;  
(bb) Approaches to on-line stream works that, where such works 

cannot be avoided:  
i. Provide temporary fish passage where 

practicable; or where temporary fish 
passage is not practicable, provide fish 
salvage and relocation; and 

ii. Manage the timing of works in respect of 
site conditions and to avoid peak fish 
migration and spawning seasons.  

(m) Requirements for ecological oversight of the South Remnant 
Lake infilling and wetland offset construction 

 
Residual effects management 
 
(cc) State the offset and compensation measures, and relevant 

calculations, required to comply with the conditions EM.2-
EM.4 in Schedule 3 of these resource consents.  

(dd) Set out the principles, methodologies, processes, targets, 
monitoring and reporting that will be used to achieve the 
offset and/or compensation measures. 
 

(ee) Set out details regarding the South Remnant Lake offset 
area, including at least the following: 

(ff) Eradication of coarse fishes from the lake and public 

exclusion fencing to prevent human reintroduction of coarse 

fishes 

(gg) Infilling of the South Remnant Lake to a suitable depth for 

wetland planting success; 

(hh) Retaining approximately 30% of the lake remnant open 

water; 

(ii) Manipulating the infill material to create a range of water 

depths that will allow a variety of wetland habitat types to be 

established; 

(jj) Water depths ranging from approximately 0.1 to 1.0 m; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department supports the additional requirements for the 
residual effects of the Southern Quarry Lake remanent offset.  
 
It recommends an additional condition to require the eradication of 
coarse fish from the lake, as the applicant has already stated that it 
is their intention to do so, and is required for the lake to be a 
sufficient offset.  
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(kk) Undertaking wetland restoration planting with a range of 

species suited to establishment on constructed wetland 

substrate; 

(ll) Creating 4 to 6 different habitat types across the wetland 

planting area; 

(mm) Adding topsoil, if required, in parts of the proposed 

wetland to improve planting success within the target habitat 

type; 

(nn) Subject to final site layout and planning, establishing the 

following indicative dominant plants and habitat types: 

i. Raupō (Typha orientalis) reedland; 
ii. Harakeke and tī kōuka flaxland; 
iii. Kāpūngāwhā (Schoenoplectus 

tabernaemontani) sedgeland; 
iv. Juncus pallidus rushland; and 
v. Carex virgata / Carex secta sedgeland. 

(oo) Requiring wetland habitat planting maintenance for 15 years. 

(pp) Set out details regarding the McIntosh Drain offset, including 
at least the following: 

i. Inclusion of a low flow channel to maintain sufficient 
water depth for biota; 

ii. Creation of pool, riffle and run sequences (where the 
bed grade is sufficient); 

iii. Providing instream habitat features, such as wood 
and large rocks; 

iv. Providing native plants that overhang the waterway to 
provide shade and habitat;  

v. A floodplain terrace planted with native species; 
(qq) Details and locations of the lizard habitat enhancement offset.  

 

Schedule 3, 
EM.3 

(a) Except where modified by Condition EM.4, offset and 
compensation measures shall be carried out in accordance 
with the Ecology Offset Plan (Volume 4E of the Application) 
attached to and forming part of this resource consent. 

The Department supports the inclusion of (b) as it considers it is 
necessary to offset the residual adverse effects on wetland loss and 
lizard habitat loss. 
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(b) The offsetting areas must include at least 2.6 ha of wetland 
area in the Southern Remnant Lake, 0.19 ha of stream bed 
and 2.5 ha of associated riparian planting along McIntosh 
Drain, and 6 ha of lizard habitat restoration and enhancement 
undertaken throughout the Project site area. 

 
 
Included restoration and enhancement for clarity as it is existing 
lizard habitat. 

Schedule 3. 
EM.4 

(a) Prior to the submission of the EMP to CRC for certification, 
the offset and compensation measures specified in the 
Ecology Offset Plan must be recalculated.  

(b) The recalculation shall include a re-evaluation of the baseline 
assumptions of the recipient sites relative to the calculations, 
to reflect any revision to:  

i. The area of habitats to be removed as a result of the 
final design and the Construction Works to be carried 
out under these resource consents,  

ii. Wetland values, if the Canterbury mudfish survey 
required by CRC263282 Condition C1.30 confirms 
the presence of Canterbury Mudfish in the surveyed 
mudfish habitats.  

(c) Where the recalculation results in offset and compensation 
measures that differ to those in the Ecology Offset Plan, the 
revised measures:  

i. Supersede the measures in the Ecology Offset Plan; 
and  

ii. Must be included in the EMP to be certified, along 
with an explanation of the revisions made and 
confirmation that Condition EM.2 is complied with.  

 
Advice Note: This condition does not require the effects on 
Canterbury mudfish to be included in any recalculation (only a 
uplift in wetland values if mudfish are confirmed as present). The 
effects on Canterbury mudfish are addressed by the conditions in 
Schedule 4. 

The Department disagrees that WC_W6_NPSFM is the only 
wetland that is potential Canterbury Mudfish habitat. Please see 
Appendix 1 for Dr. Dunn’s memorandum on the potential 6 other 
wetlands that should be surveyed for Canterbury Mudfish. 
 
It recommends the re-inclusion of EM.4(b)(ii) to ensure that all 
potential mudfish habitat is properly surveyed. 

Schedule 4, 
CM.2 

The purpose of the CMMP is to:  
(a) minimise to the extent practicable avoid the injury and 

mortality of Canterbury mudfish during Construction Works  

Minimise to the extent practicable is not appropriate for a Nationally-
Critical species. The applicant should avoid injuries and mortalities 
by undertaking a suitable survey of all the potential wetland habitats 
before the works are undertaken. If any Canterbury mudfish are 
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(b) establish or enhance a relocation recipient site or sites for 
Canterbury mudfish,  

(c) provide for the salvage and relocation of Canterbury mudfish, 
and  

(d) provide for further compensation if appropriate. 

harmed in the process of construction works, compensation is 
required. 
 
There is an intention to avoid adverse effects on Canterbury mudfish 
as stated in CM.5(b) and thus it should be followed through into the 
purpose of the condition. 

Schedule 4, 
CM.3 

The CMMP shall be prepared by a SQP with specific expertise in 
mudfish in consultation with the Department of Conservation. 

As mentioned in the Department’s section 53 comments, it 
considers that due to the limited information and understanding of 
Canterbury mudfish, it should be consulted throughout the process 
of creating the Canterbury mudfish plan to ensure that the adverse 
effects on Canterbury mudfish are avoided. 

Schedule 4, 
CM.4 

The CMMP shall include:  
(a) the results of the Canterbury mudfish survey required by 

Condition 3.10;  

(b) the location and extent of occupied Canterbury mudfish 

habitat within Potential Mudfish Habitats, 

CR W1 NPSFM, CR W2 NPSFM, FR W4 NPSFM, 

WC W2 NPSFM, WC W3 NPSFM, WC W4 NPSFM; 

and WC_W6_NPSFM, to which the CMMP applies;  

(c) measures to avoid or minimise effects on Canterbury 

mudfish;  

(d) salvage and handling methods;  

(e) relocation methods, including timing, fish capture, 

temporary holding, transport and release procedures;  

(f) the location of proposed recipient site or sites, including 

confirmation by a suitably qualified and experienced 

freshwater ecologist that the site could potentially support 

Canterbury mudfish;  

(g) any habitat restoration, enhancement, preparation, or 

fencing required at the recipient site or sites prior to 

relocation;  

(h) post-relocation monitoring methods for a period of two 

years following relocation, with the purpose of assessing 

The Department requests the reinsertion of the requirements of the 
results of the Canterbury mudfish survey required by condition 3.10 
due to its position that additional wetlands could be adequate 
mudfish habitat.  
 
It supports the removal of “where practicable” for now (c). 
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whether Canterbury mudfish establishment at the 

recipient site has been demonstrated;  

(i) performance measures for determining whether 

Canterbury mudfish establishment at the recipient site has 

been demonstrated;  

(j) reporting requirements to CRC and DOC, including 

reporting of capture and relocation data, habitat 

restoration or enhancement works, monitoring results and 

the outcome of the two-year monitoring period; and  

(k) further Canterbury mudfish compensation measures to be 

implemented if:  

(i) A suitable site for Canterbury mudfish relocation 

cannot be identified, or  

(ii) Canterbury mudfish establishment at the recipient 

site has not been demonstrated after two years of 

post-relocation monitoring;  

(l) The compensation measures must directly relate to 

Canterbury mudfish and may include research, recovery, 

survey, monitoring or habitat restoration. 

CM.6 (a) At least 20 Working Days before submitting the CMMP to 

CRC in accordance with Condition CM.7, the CMMP shall 

be provided to DOC for review and comment. The 

Consent Holder shall consider any written feedback 

received from DOC prior to providing the CMMP to CRC. 

(b) The Consent Holder must take into account all comments 

and suggested amendments and additions to each plan 

received from the Department of Conservation.  

(c) The Consent Holder must prepare a document (or 

documents) outlining what if any amendments or additions 

If the Panel does not accept that the Department should be 
consulted throughout the creation of the Canterbury mudfish 
management plan, it requests that the Panel impose a similar 
condition to the HDC and WRC1 conditions for the Fast-track Waihi 
North decision2. It would require the applicant to provide further 
information to Canterbury Regional Council as to why it has not 
incorporated the Department’s advice. 

 
1 Hauraki District Council (HDC) Waikato Regional Council (WRC) 
2 https://www.fasttrack.govt.nz/projects/waihi-north/the-decision  
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have been made to the CMMP in response to comments 

and suggestions made by the Department of 

Conservation and provide that document to the 

Canterbury Regional Council contemporaneously with the 

CMMP when it is submitted for certification or 

recertification under Condition MP.3 and MP.4.  

(d) The document required under Condition CM.6(c) must 

include an explanation of where any comment or 

suggestion made by the Department of Conservation has 

not been incorporated into the plan and the reasons why.  

(e) A copy of the CMMP that is submitted for certification 

must be provided to the Department of Conservation for 

their information, together with the document required 

under Condition CM.6(c). 

CM.10 Material Changes to the certified CMMP must proceed through the 
steps in Conditions CM.6 and CM.7. 

Delete condition CM.10. Conditions MP.3 and MP.4 are sufficient to 
manage certification of the CMMP alongside with the amendments 
to CM.6. The certification process here is otherwise different, as it 
does not allow CRC to reject the certification process as explicitly in 
MP.3 and MP.4. All management plans should be certified under 
MP.3 and MP.4 for clarity. 

CM.11 Except for Material Changes, the CMMP may be amended without 
the need for certification and shall be provided to CRC and DOC 
for information. 

Delete condition CM.11. Conditions MP.3 and MP.4 are sufficient to 
manage certification of the CMMP alongside with the amendments 
to CM.6. The certification process here is otherwise different, as it 
does not allow CRC to reject the certification process as explicitly in 
MP.3 and MP.4. All management plans should be certified under 
MP.3 and MP.4 for clarity. 
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The Department requests that the CFFA include conditions, 

replicating the requirements in the Canterbury Regional Council 

consents. The same applicant also argued in the Takitimu North 

Fast-track application for no conditions to be included in the CFFA, 

but the Panel ultimately included conditions in the CFFA in the final 

decision.4 

This condition replicates Condition C2.9 in the Canterbury Regional 

Council resource consents. 

Inclusion of 
new condition  

(a) Permanent fish passage shall be provided through the 

following new permanent culverts, when each culvert is 

livened, informed by the New Zealand Fish Passage 

Guidelines, second edition, June 2024. 

 

Stream Culvert location 

McIntosh Drain South of Fullers Road 

Waihora Stream State Highway 1 

Taranaki Stream Bob Robertson Drive 

Taranaki Stream Pegasus Interchange 

Wilsons Drain 
South of Cam 
River/Ruataniwha 

 
(b) Within 20 Working Days of the installation of a new 

permanent culvert:  

(i) Written confirmation must be provided to CRC and 

DOC that each structure has been constructed in 

accordance with clause (a), and  

As above, replicating Condition C2.10 in the Canterbury Regional 

Council resource consents.  

 
4 Record of Decisions of the Takitimu North Link Stage 2 Expert Panel under Section 87 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (20 April 2025), page 21, 
paragraph 69. 
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(ii) The information required by Regulations 62, 63, 

and 69 of the NES-F must be provided to DOC.  

(c) Within 1 year of the installation of a new permanent 

culvert:  

(i) An SQP shall inspect all culverts to determine 

whether an appropriate in-pipe substrate has been 

retained, and fish passage is provided, and in the 

event that if such substrate has not been retained 

or fish passage has not been provided, the 

Consent Holder shall make other modifications to 

the culvert recommended by the SQP;  

(ii) Written confirmation must be provided to DOC of 

the SQP’s inspection and findings under clause 

(c)(i). 

Inclusion of 
new condition  

The Dispensation Holder shall appoint a SQP to design the 
realignment of Waihora Stream, Taranaki Stream, and Taranaki 
Stream tributary. The realignments shall be designed and 
constructed to achieve the following outcomes: 
(a) Permanent fish passage; 
(b) Channel and banks to have a natural form that considers the 

geomorphology and geometry of the existing stream channel 
and is informed by the New Zealand Fish Passage 
Guidelines, second edition, June 2024; 

(c) Meanders shall be considered where this can be achieved 
without creating channel stability risks or requiring 
unreasonable ongoing intervention; 

(d) Dimensions (depth, width, and gradient pattern) shall be 
similar to the reclaimed Watercourse that it replaces to 
achieve similar velocities, depth profiles and wetted widths;  

(e) Maintenance of hydrological heterogeneity (pools, runs, 
riffles, etc) to a similar or better extent than the reclaimed 
Watercourse that it replaces.  

(f) Same or better mosaic of substrates as the reclaimed 
Watercourse that it replaces;  

As above, replicating Condition C2.11 in the Canterbury Regional 

Council resource consents. 
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(g) Constructed using natural materials and have planting of 
indigenous vegetation for a zone of at least 10 metres either 
side of the banks. Such planting shall:   
(iv) Be of a suitable species composition;  
(v) Include woody plants within 1m of the bank; and  
(vi) Be maintained until 80% indigenous canopy cover and 

a general absence of weeds is achieved;  
(h) Fenced to exclude stock;  
(i) Have large and medium woody debris (in slow run and pool 

habitats) at the time of construction of the realigned 
Watercourse; and  

(j) Have a range of medium and large cobble (in riffles and 
faster sections) at the time of construction of the realigned 
Watercourse. 

(k) Include scour protection where required. 
(l) A SQEP shall inspect all realignment channels to monitor 

instream and riparian habitat establishment and fish passage 
success. Inspections shall be carried out three months, one 
year, and two years following completion of construction. The 
Dispensation Holder shall provide inspection results to DOC 
annually by 30 June.  

(m) If, after the inspections at three months and year one, the 
SQEP concludes that habitat establishment and fish passage 
is unlikely to be provided by the two-year inspection without 
intervention, the SQEP shall recommend a range of methods 
and interventions to support the provision instream and 
riparian habitat and fish passage. The Dispensation Holder 
shall implement the recommended methods and 
interventions, to the extent practicable. 

 

 

 

Attachment A – Memorandum from Dr Nicholas Dunn, Senior Freshwater Science Advisor, dated 1 July 2026 

FTA-2512-1157- Assessment of potential habitat for Canterbury mudfish within the State Highway 1 North Canterbury – Woodend Bypass Project (Belfast 

to Pegasus) Fast Track application project area. 




