
  

 

Comment on the Ryans Road Industrial Area Application 

Please include all the contact details listed below with your comments and indicate whether you 

can receive further communications from us by email to substantive@fasttrack.govt.nz. 

1. Contact Details 

Please ensure that you have authority to comment on the application on behalf of those named on 

this form. 

Organisation name (if 

relevant) 

Selwyn District Council 

First name Geoff 

Last name Deavoll 

Postal address PO Box 90, Rolleston, 7643 

Home phone / Mobile 

phone 

N/A Work phone 03 347 2964 

Email (a valid email 

address enables us to 

communicate efficiently 

with you) 

fasttrackapps@selwyn.govt.nz  

 

2. We will email you draft conditions of consent for your comment  

☒ 
I can receive emails and my email 

address is correct 
☐ 

I cannot receive emails and my postal 

address is correct 

  

Comment of Selwyn District Council on the Ryans Road Industrial Area Application – effects 

on water race assets. 

Selwyn District Council appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on aspects of the 

substantive application for fast-track approval for the Ryans Road Industrial Area Project. 

The Expert Panel has accurately set out the Selwyn District Council (SDC) interests in this 

application on page 6 of their Minute 3, as being the operator of the water race that runs along 

Ryans Road adjacent to the development site.    

As set out in Appendix 5 of Minute 3 of the Expert Panel, the Expert Panel has specifically requested 

comment from Selwyn District Council on any matters relevant to the naturalisation of the water 

race and culverting of the water race at various locations along Ryans Road. 
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The original plan to pipe the water race adjacent to the site is generally not supported by SDC, and 

the recent amendment to the proposal to leave the majority of this section of the water race open, 

with culverts installed to facilitate vehicle crossings and access roads to the development is viewed 

as a more positive outcome.  

The applicant has recently engaged with the SDC Surface Water Environmental Engineer in relation 

to this development and the water race, and this is reflected in the amendments discussed in the 

Memorandum of counsel for the Carter Group Limited of 15th August 2025 and the additional 

information attached to that document.  

The current proposal in relation to the water race includes placement of culverts in the water race, 

enhancement works to the water race and may involve some diversion works upon further 

agreement/subject to final site designs. 

SDC’s concerns regarding the effects of the development on the water race are in relation to 

maintenance of ecological values of the water race, maintenance of flow capacity of the water 

race, and the sustained access to the water race for maintenance purposes.   

Sizing of the culverts must allow for the highest expected volume race flows to pass in addition to 

not obstructing overland stormwater flows that may enter the race and be conveyed by it during a 

storm event. The minimum culvert sizing of 900mm diameter for road and vehicle crossings 

proposed in the amended application is considered to be sufficient to provide for flood flow 

capacity. The proposed placement of the culvert below the channel invert is also supported as a 

mechanism for ensuring fish passage past the culverts is maintained. Although it is not specifically 

addressed in the amended application information, erosion and scouring protection is 

recommended for all culverts, such as pre-cast wingwalls or similar. Culvert design, in relation to 

the water race, shall be agreed to with SDC prior to installation.  

This water race is marked as having High Ecological Value, therefore an ecologist shall be engaged 

to survey and approve all works within the water race and undertake fish salvage where necessary. 

Works are to be done such that they have minimal impact on the water quality, supply, and habitat 

of the water race. The works to install culverts should be covered by the Erosion and Sediment 

Control Plan (ESCP) for the works. Temporary diversion of the water race by over pumping will 

likely be required for the culvert installation works. 

Access for maintenance of the water race is required to be maintained. This section of water race is 

currently maintained by SDC via mechanical cleaning to truck. Access and weight bearing for a 

digger and truck will need to be factored into the final designs. If the race is enhanced to a level 

where mechanical cleaning will no longer be required, then the designs can be altered to allow 

access for hand cleaning instead. Sediment traps and collection pads (with access to them) will 

need to be included in the design for enhancement. These can be the key points where silt can be 

collected within the race to avoid mechanical cleaning over the entire water race section length.  

Fencing off of the water race is not recommended if it will impede maintenance access. 

Plant species and placing within 5 metres of the water race shall be agreed with SDC, to avoid pest 

species that may in the future hinder the functionality of the water race.  
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Stormwater cannot be discharged into a water race in accordance with SDC’s current Water Race 

Bylaw. The management and discharge of stormwater from the site via infiltration basins is 

supported. 

The applicant’s consultation and accommodation of the SDC requirements to date is appreciated. 

SDC remains open to further consultation with the applicant and is confident that a mutually 

beneficial outcome can be reached for this development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


