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NATURE RURAL COMMUNITY
LANDSCAPE DESIGN STRATEGY
The site is currently rural in character, spanning across a scenic rolling landform with pockets of
native bush, streams and wetlands. These natural assets give the site a unique natural character.
Maintaining and enhancing this character has been a key driver throughout the design process. This
approach has been balanced with integrating a new community into the landscape which will have
the opportunity to live amongst and enjoy this unique environment that will continue to evolve and
establish around them. We believe maintaining and enhancing the site’s natural character has been
achieved through considered and appropriate treatments in three main areas which will form the
basis of the landscape design approach summary;
- The street tree and public space design of public roads and parks to be vested to Auckland
Council.
- The design of native revegetation, stormwater ponds and natural riparian margins to be held in
perpetuity by a Residential Society.
- The design of the residential lots and common access ways to be held in private ownership.

STREETSCAPE AND OPEN SPACE DESIGN STRATEGY
The street tree and public space design of the proposed public roads and parks is intended to
reflect the natural vegetation found on the site historically, prior to its transition to farmland. The
proposed tree selection balances the need for tree species that will perform well in an urban
environment (i.e have suitable form and scale when planted as street trees), and trees that
represent the historical ecosystem. The historical ecosystem type of the majority of the site is WF11,
which is described as kauri, podocarp (evergreen trees that don’t lose their leaves) and broadleaf
(fruit-bearing trees with large flat leaves) forest. We believe some tree species that fit into this
ecosystem are appropriate to be used as street trees on the site and some are not.

With these factors considered, we have proposed a range of species for the road network that we
believe are appropriate; and also comply with Auckland Council standards. The Auckland Council
urban forest strategy also calls for a diverse range of species to guard against pest and diseases.
We believe a diverse range of species has been provided for. These select species will  also provide
aesthetic beauty and structure, as consistent species are proposed to form avenues of street trees
(which aside from the visual amenity and character these trees bring, will enhance wayfinding
throughout the neighbourhood and bring a strong sense of place and identity to local streets).

The mature height and width of proposed street trees have been considered, with a hierarchy of
mature sizes specified to a correlating hierarchy of road and berm widths. Where possible,
broadleaved trees have also been specified in streets that follow gullies, to reflect their natural
habitat. A minimum front berm width of 2.2m is provided throughout the site (measured from the
road carriageway to the footpath). The proposed berm widths provide sufficient space for medium
to large trees to grow, thereby facilitating 12-15% tree canopy closure within the road corridors, in
alignment with Auckland Transport’s sustainability requirements and Auckland Councils Urban
Ngahere Strategy. A minimum berm with of 2.2m along with the spacing range of 9-20m for street
trees on all roads proposed to be vested ensures that each tree has access to at least 10-15m³ of
soil to support healthy growth in accordance with the TDM Engineering Design Code for soiling and
for planting proposed in road reserves.

Public parks are proposed to be vested to Auckland Council in both Stage 1 and 2. All parks are
fronted by roads on at least two sides, whilst remaining edge interfaces with either native
revegetation or residential lots (with low fencing proposed on all dwelling lots along the common
boundary with a public park). This is to ensure passive surveillance towards the reserve can be
observed by residents. Low planting is proposed alongside these interfaces; both to create a
vegetative buffer and to delineate private and public areas. Retaining walls adjacent to public parks
are avoided where possible, however where retaining is explicitly required it is proposed to be below
1m in height and will be screened by shrub planting.
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