
Appendix F-1. Letters of Support  

Letters of Support have been received from: 

▪ Insurance Council of New Zealand 

▪ Milford Residents Association 

▪ National Infrastructure Funding and Financing 

▪ New Zealand Transport Agency Waka Kotahi 

▪ Te Kawerau ā Maki 

▪ Vector Limited 

▪ Watercare Services Limited 

 







 

 

 

Milford Residents Association (Inc)  www.milford.org.nz 

 

Milford, Auckland 0620 

 

21 October 2025 
 
Auckland Council 
Attn: Healthy Waters, Sara Zwart 

Wairau Flood Resilience Project 

Milford Residents Association Inc. is pleased to support the Healthy Waters Wairau Flood Resilience 

Project (currently in its design and consultation phases), including the A F Thomas Park option.  

In the January 2023 flood events, our suburb experienced severe damage to over 140 homes, leading to 

their buyout and ongoing removal. The Wairau Creek in Milford has been a high flood risk since the 

1920s and so today’s flood prevention work is essential to protect residents’ homes and lives in the 

future. The project will be a comprehensive if late solution to a 100 year old problem. We view the A F 

Thomas Park option as critical to the success of the entire project.  

Our Association’s concerns are naturally focused on Milford, but we are also highly cognisant of the 

regional significance of building Wairau flood resilience. The Wairau flows through a series of intensively 

developed suburbs (Sunnynook, Totara Vale, Milford, Forrest HIll and parts of Glenfield), as well as the 

major industrial/ commercial area of Wairau Valley. In January 2023, extensive flood damage occurred 

throughout the entire catchment, not just in Milford.     

Healthy Waters has engaged with our Association on the A F Thomas Park flood risk reduction option 

and MRA representatives are part of the Community Advisory Group for the project. These discussions 

have increased our understanding of all the issues involved. 

Milford Residents Association supports the project as a whole, including the A F Thomas Park option. 
We fully support the use of the fast-track approval process because of the significance of the Wairau 
flooding problem and the need to provide residents throughout the catchment with safety and peace of 
mind.  

Yours faithfully 
Milford Residents Association Inc. 

  
 
Debbie Dunsford   Norma Bott 
Co-chairs 
 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)
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Sara Zwart 

Te Tari o Ngā Waiora | Healthy Waters 

Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau | Auckland Council 

02 October 2025 

 

 

 

Kia ora Sara, 

 

 

 

 

The New Zealand Transport Agency is supportive of Healthy Water’s proposal for AF Thomas Park on 

the basis that it reduces the risk of flooding on State Highway 1, particularly in a 1%AEP event. The 

motorway and busway experience significant flooding and disruption during climate events and we are 

keen to mitigate this risk, and the risk of flooding to the local road network. 

 

In addition, the proposed walking and cycling link enables improved access to the Smales Farm busway 

station and maximises our investment in rapid transit. 

 

The proposal aligns to our long-term plans for State Highway 1, the busway and a future walking and 

cycling link. 

 

The New Zealand Transport Agency supports the use of the fast-track approval process to enable 

timely implementation of this important infrastructure project, given the demonstrated climate-related 

flood risks to nationally important transport infrastructure. 

 

 

Ngā mihi, 

 

 

Kathryn King  

Regional Manager System Design (Tāmaki Makaurau & Te Tai Tokerau) 
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Level 3  
Henderson Civic Building 

Lincoln North, Henderson 
www.tekawerau.iwi.nz 

 

 
 

 
 

 
29 October 2025 
 
 
Sara Zwart 
Te Tari o Ngā Waiora | Healthy Waters 
Te Kaunihera o Tāmaki Makaurau | Auckland Council 
 
 

RE: AF Thomas Park Flood Detention Project 
 
 
Tēna koe Sara, 
 
I write on behalf of Te Kawerau ā Maki in relation to the Healthy Water proposal for AF Thomas 
Park which is part of the wider Wairau blue-green network programme. This letter is further to our 
letter dated 25 June 2025.   
 
As mana whenua of Te Whenua Roa ō Kahu (North Shore) Te Kawerau ā Maki have been a 
project partner since inception of the Wairau blue-green programme which includes the AF 
Thomas Park project as an early deliverable. We have developed a good working relationship 
and mutual trust with Council on this kaupapa and remain steadfast supporters of the project and 
the wider outcomes it can deliver for the environment and the communities within the catchment.  
 
I can confirm that we are supportive of the AF Thomas Park proposal on the basis that it will help 
reduce flood risk to people and homes, improve stormwater quality and thus the mauri of the awa, 
provide ecological improvements, and deliver amenity outcomes for Te Kawerau and the 
community. 
 
We believe the fast-track approval process should be used sparingly and carefully. In this case, 
given the immediate flooding risks to the community and the broader positive outcomes 
achievable, we take the view that this project is an appropriate use of the fast-track process to 
enable timely implementation.  
 
Ngā Mihi,  
 
 
 
 
 
Edward Ashby 
CEO 
Te Kawerau Iwi Tiaki Trust 
 

s 9(2)(a)
s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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Level 3  
Henders

Auckland 0612 

Lincoln North, Henderson 
www.tekawerau.iwi.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ngā Mihi,  
 
 
 
 
 
Edward Ashby 
CEO 
Te Kawerau Iwi Tiaki Trust 
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Level 3  
Henderson Civic Building 

Auckland 0612 

Lincoln N
www.tekawerau.iwi.nz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Council Option 

 

 
TGC Option 

63

Email reveived from Tipa Compain of Ngāti Paoa (02/07/2025) in support of this 
statement from Te Kawerau ā Maki.
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Vector Limited 
110 Carlton Gore Road 
PO Box 99882 
Newmarket 
Auckland 1149 

 / vector.co.nz 

13 October 2025 
 
 
 
Sara Zwart 
Principal Project Manager 
Blue Green Network, Healthy Waters 
Auckland Council 
Auckland 
 
 
VIA EMAIL:
 
Dear Sara 
 
Wairau Flood Resilience – Letter of Support 
 
Vector’s Wairau Zone Substation is a strategic network asset and is a key link between 
Transpower’s national transmission network and Vector’s electricity network supplying the entire 
North Shore area located adjacent to the northern end of AF Thomas Park (Takapuna Golf Course). 
The Zone Substation was significantly impacted by the severe weather events in early 2023 
resulting in high flood waters damaging electrical systems and components at Wairau Zone 
Substation. 
 
Vector supports the Wairau flood resilience project that will help protect and reinforce the resilience 
of the electricity network for Auckland’s North Shore by significantly reducing flood waters around 
the Zone Substation.  
 
Vector also supports the Blue Green Network team’s design which includes consideration of the 
future relocation of existing electricity assets. This will help ensure the ongoing resilience of the 
electricity network and to enable the flood resilience project to deliver the most cost-effective 
solution for Auckland. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Minoru Frederiksens 
General Manager, Capital Programme Delivery 
 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)



 

 

3rd November 2025 
 
Sara Zwart 
Healthy Waters 
Auckland Council 
Private Bag 92300 
Victoria Street West 
Auckland 1142 
 
 
Dear Sara Zwart, 
 
Wairau Flood Resilience Project – Watercare Support 
 
Watercare Services Limited appreciates the opportunity to engage with Auckland Council on the proposed 
flood resilience upgrades at AF Thomas Park, as part of the Wairau Flood Resilience Project. We 
acknowledge the urgency and importance of this initiative in response to the severe weather events of 
early 2023. 
 
This letter of support in principle is provided following recent meetings held between Auckland Council 
Healthy Waters and Watercare, where the proposed works and their potential impact on Watercare’s 
infrastructure were discussed. 
 
Protection of Watercare Critical Assets 
The proposed wetland and detention pond areas are located directly above or in close proximity to 
Watercare’s Wairau Branch Sewer TS4 and the downstream section of Milford Branch Sewer TS6. These 
assets are relatively shallow and may be affected or daylighted by the proposed earthworks. Furthermore, 
the Silverfield Storage Tank is located within the car park to the north of AF Thomas Park and the proposed 
stormwater, and overland flow path adjustments must consider future expansion of this underground tank. 
 
Given the critical nature of these wastewater assets, proper consideration must be given during the 
detailed design and construction stages to ensure their protection. This includes avoiding physical damage 
and surcharge loading, maintaining access for maintenance, and ensuring long-term serviceability. All 
proposed works must be designed and executed in a manner that does not compromise the integrity or 
operation of Watercare’s infrastructure. 
 
Watercare requires that all relevant design and construction documentation be submitted for review and 
approval prior to implementation. This process will ensure that asset protection measures are 
appropriately incorporated and that any potential conflicts are resolved collaboratively. 
 
Coordination with Future Upgrades 
Watercare has plans to upgrade this section of the wastewater network. However, the timeframe for these 
upgrades is not expected within the next 20 years and will not precede the proposed flood resilience works.  
 
To ensure long-term compatibility, Watercare requests that the proposal consider this future upgrade and 
leave proper access or space where possible. This will help facilitate future works and avoid unnecessary 
rework or disruption to the flood resilience infrastructure. Potentially there is the opportunity to co-
ordinate the upgrade design with any future stormwater storage capacity upgrades. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Design and Construction Requirements 
Watercare’s support is subject to the detailed design and construction methodology demonstrating 
appropriate protection of our assets. This includes: 

• Sufficient vertical and horizontal separation between proposed stormwater infrastructure and 
existing wastewater assets, in accordance with the Watercare Code of Practice for Land 
Development and Subdivision – Wastewater. 

• Structural assessment of the pipelines will be required where construction loading, or temporary 
support is deemed required. 

• Works Over approvals will be required for any construction near or over Watercare assets and must 
be obtained prior to commencement of works. 
 

Ongoing Engagement 
Watercare expects to be consulted during the detailed design and construction phase and provided with 
relevant documentation to assess potential impacts and ensure alignment with our asset protection 
requirements. 
 
This letter represents Watercare’s high-level support in principle for the AF Thomas Park component of the 
Wairau Flood Resilience Project, to assist Auckland Council’s Fast Track referral process. We look forward to 
continued collaboration to ensure the successful delivery of this critical flood mitigation initiative. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Andrew Deutschle 
Head of Wastewater Planning – Strategy and Planning 
Watercare Services Limited 




