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Additional Information for Site G41/584 
 

 
Figure 1 Photograph looking southeast at the upper extent of the water race recorded as G41/584. Photograph taken by Jasmine Weston 

on 14/12/2018. 

 

 
Figure 2 Photograph looking northwest at the upper extent of the water race recorded as G41/584. Photograph taken by Jasmine Weston 

on 14/12/2018. 

 



 

 
Figure 3 Photograph looking west at the lower extent of the water race recorded as G41/584. Photograph taken by Megan Lawrence on 

14/12/2018. 

 

 

Figure 4 Survey plan SO 1204 (1909) showing the Rise and Shine water race (green arrows) around Mount Moka (QuickMaps). 
 

 
 



 
Figure 5 Aerial photograph showing the approximate extent of the water race recorded as G41/584. Approximate site extent based on 

recorded archaeological features, pedestrian survey, aerial photographs and LiDAR. 
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NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thomson Gorge Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/586

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Come-in-Time Water

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
The race runs from a dam (G41/585) along the north bank of the Rise and Shine Creek before disappearing into a gully above
Bendigo Creek.

Brief Description:
Water race, with some revetted sections, running from dam along creek gully

Condition of Site when last visited:
Good

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: CINZAS

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1316416

5018361Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Water race

Associated Sites:
G41/585

Description:
Updated 27/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

Sections of the race are revetted, and the race was cut by Thomson Gorge Road in several locations. Nichol & Wright
(2006 SRF) suggested that it was one race constructed prior to the construction of the Come-in-Time Battery. However,
the site actually comprises two pre-1900 races: one feeding the battery, the other taking the runoff water from the
battery. The northwest section of the Come-in-Time water race was not relocated. While both races were established prior
to 1900, the Come-in-Time race was used into the twentieth century.

(2006), could not identify the northern extent of the race; however, they did indicate that the race heads south and
west towards a gully above Bendigo Creek.

The northeast end of the race was identified during a February 2018 survey where it crosses site G41/604. Closer
inspection of current LiDAR and 1958 aerial imagery indicates that the water race splits in two, close to where it
intersects with present day Thomson Gorge Road. One section turns back in a hair pin turn at Thomson Gorge Road and
heads towards Shepherds Creek while the second race heads southwest towards a tributary of Bendigo Creek . The latter
aligns with Nichol & Wright's on site observations. Modern mining has occurred in and around the water race, in
particular late 1980s drill holes along the section leading to Shepherds Creek. While some damage has occurred to this
race, the 2018 LiDAR data still shows the race at these locations. The southern extent of the Come-in-Time water race
was sighted during a December 2018 survey.

Condition Notes:
Updated 27/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

Some disturbance from later mining and road formation but mostly intact.



Images for Site G41/586 

  

Figure 1. Site G41/586 viewed in 2005 from site G41/277 in Rise and Shine valley (Nichol & Wright, 2006). 

 

Figure 2. Photograph looking south at the Come-in-Time water race where it passes through G41/604, February 2018. 

 



 

Figure 3. Site G41/4 in 2024, looking east. 

 

 

Figure 4. Left: photograph looking north at the Come-in-Time water race.  Right: photograph looking northeast at the water race. Both 
photographs taken December 2018. 

 

 

 





NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thom
son

Gorge
Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/588

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Artefact find

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Located just to the southwest of Thomsons Gorge Road at the base of the slope

Brief Description:
Historic midden - bottle glass, metal fragments

Condition of Site when last visited:
Not Visible

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1317999

5016701Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Artefact - historic, Artefact - bottle

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Other), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite

Previously described as a trench with pre-1900 artefact scatter. Unknown purpose and age, possibly the result of
fossicking activity (see original SRF). New Zealand Heritage Properties surveys in 2017 and 2018 were unable to locate
the site on the ground, but trench location was identified in 2018 LiDAR imagery.

Condition Notes:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Other), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite

Not currently visible on ground due to vegetation.



Images for Site G41/588 

  

Figure 1. Nineteenth century botte fragments with slot excavation behind at site G41/588 in 2005 (Nichol & Wright, 2006). 

  

Figure 2. 1958 Aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing site G41/588 (circled red). 





NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thomson Gorge Rd

Thomson
Gorge Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/589

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Transport/

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
On steep slope 250m to east of Come-in-Time battery

Brief Description:
Stone revetted road

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1316977

5017871Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Stone retaining/ facing, Road

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 18/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston, Jasmine

Revetted path/road, see original SRF for detailed description. Road was unable to be accessed during survey undertaken
by New Zealand Heritage Properties in 2018, but viewed from site G41/251 (Come-in-Time Battery). Easily discernible from
a distance and on 2018 LiDAR imagery.

Condition Notes:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 18/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston, Jasmine

Appears to be largely intact but not viewed close up.



Images for Site G41/589 

 

Figure 1. Site G41/589 in 2005 (Nichol & Wright, 2006). 

 

 

Figure 2. Photograph looking northeast at the revetted road recorded as G41/589 (red arrow), taken 2018. 



 

Figure 3. 1958 aerial photograph and 2018 LiDAR imagery showing the revetted road recorded as G41/589 (red arrow). 

 

References 

Nichol, R., & Wright, L. (2006). Archaeological Sites on Rise and Shine Creek & Clearwater Creek, Bendigo Goldfield. 
EP40481. 

 





NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thom
son

Gorge
Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/604

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
North side of Thomsons Gorge Road, directly opposite Come-in-Time battery car park

Brief Description:
Remains of metal turbine associated with gold mining, remains of stacked stone chimney or forge, pieces of machinery, pipe,
metal objects

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1316877

5018231Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900, Modern 1900-

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Chimney, Pipeline, Prospecting pit/ trench, Mining workings

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Lewis, Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe

Visited in November 2017 and February and December 2018. Found to be largely as described in earlier site record form
updates. Intact features included a stacked stone chimney or forge, pieces of machinery and metal pipe, trenches and
chasms. Twentieth century vehicle tracks have modified the site.

Condition Notes:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Lewis, Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe

Some modern disturbance but many features remain intact.



Images for Site G41/604 

 

Figure 1. Sketch map of G41/604 (Hamel, 1993). 

 

 

Figure 2. Potential turbine remains at site G41/604 in 2005 (Nichol & Wright, 2006). 



 

Figure 3. Stacked stone chimney or forge remains with metal artefacts on top (G41/604), photographed February 2018. 

 

Figure 4. Looking southeast towards site G41/604, February 2018. 

References 

Hamel, J. (1993). The rich fields of Bendigo. Department of Conservation. 

Nichol, R., & Wright, L. (2006). Archaeological Sites on Rise and Shine Creek & Clearwater Creek, Bendigo Goldfield. 
EP40481. 

 









NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thomson Gorge Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/605

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
North side of Thomsons Gorge Road, directly opposite Come-in-Time battery car park

Brief Description:
Gold mine workings: trench, shafts, adits, sluicings, tram metal line remains

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1316937

5018011Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900, Modern 1900-

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Mining workings

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Lewis, Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe

Visited in November 2017 and February and December 2018. Found to be largely as described in earlier site record form.
Twentieth century vehicle activity have modified the site.

Condition Notes:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 10/12/2018 by Woods, Naomi;
Megan; Lewis, Julia; Scrivener, Phoebe

Some modern disturbance but many features remain intact.



Images for Site G41/605 

 

Figure 1. Looking north over site G41/605 in 2005 (Nichol & Wright, 2006). 

 

Figure 2. 1958 aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing G41/604 (blue) and G41/605 (red). 



 

Figure 3. Looking southeast at G41/605, towards Thompsons Gorge Road (at top of ridge), showing motorcycle tracks, November 2017. 

 

References 

Nichol, R., & Wright, L. (2006). Archaeological Sites on Rise and Shine Creek & Clearwater Creek, Bendigo Goldfield. 
EP40481. 

 





NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thom
son

Gorge
Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/606

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Historic - domestic

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Follow Thomsons Gorge Road southeast from modern farm dam for approximately 700m, site is on south side of road

Brief Description:
Remains of stacked stone hut

Condition of Site when last visited:
Not Visible

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1318249

5016411Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Building - hut, Stone wall

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Other), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite

Ruinous stacked schist hut, see original SRF for detailed description. Hut remains were unable to be relocated on the
ground during surveys by New Zealand Heritage Properties between 2017-2024, but located on 2018 LiDAR imagery.

Condition Notes:
Updated 10/01/2025 (Other), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite

Unable to be located in the field, heavily overgrown with long grass.



Images for Site G41/606 

  

Figure 1. 1958 Aerial photograph showing the location of site G41/273 (circled red) and site G41/606 (circled yellow). The red arrow 
indicates a more intact hut site (G41/272). 

 

 

Figure 2. LiDAR imagery showing the location of site G41/273 (circled red) and site G41/606 (circled yellow). The red arrow indicates a 
more intact hut site (G41/272). 





SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1318890 5015835 Source: Handheld GPS

Finding aids to the location of the site

South of Thomsons Gorge Road, follow modern mining track up-slope to fork in gully, site is close to this fork

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: G41/658

Brief description

House/hut terrace cut into slope. Earth bank formed on southwest side. Surface artefacts including ceramics, bottle glass 
and a matchbox. Prospecting pit downslope.

G41/658NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Historic - domestic

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Artefact - historic, Bank (earth), Hut floor/ site, Prospecting pit/ trench

Other sites associated with this site

06/06/2024Printed by: naomiwoods

1 of 3

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION



Statement of condition

Site description

Updated 14/02/2018  (Field visit), submitted by naomiwoods , visited 13/02/2018  by Woods, Naomi
Grid reference (E1318890 / N5015835)

House/hut terrace cut into slope. Earth bank formed on southwest side. Surface artefacts including ceramics, bottle glass 
and a matchbox. House terrace is approximately 7.5m by 4m and is bordered by rose and oleria (tree daisy) bushes. 
Approximately 10m downslope is a circular prospecting pit. It is likely there are other features and sites in the immediate 
area.

Condition of the site

Updated 14/02/2018  (Field visit), submitted by naomiwoods , visited 13/02/2018  by Woods, Naomi

Terrace, bank and prospecting pit are in good condition and easily identifiable. no obvious structural features remain but 
surface artefacts suggest there may be surviving subsurface archaeology

Current land use:

Threats:

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Stock trampling, Fossicking

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Grazing

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Good – Majority of visible features are intact, but some minor loss of 
definition and/or damage

Statement of condition

Site description

Updated 14/02/2018  (Field visit), submitted by naomiwoods , visited 13/02/2018  by Woods, Naomi
Grid reference (E1318890 / N5015835)

House/hut terrace cut into slope. Earth bank formed on southwest side. Surface artefacts including ceramics, bottle glass 
and a matchbox. House terrace is approximately 7.5m by 4m and is bordered by rose and oleria (tree daisy) bushes. 
Approximately 10m downslope is a circular prospecting pit. It is likely there are other features and sites in the immediate 
area.

Condition of the site

Updated 14/02/2018  (Field visit), submitted by naomiwoods , visited 13/02/2018  by Woods, Naomi

Terrace, bank and prospecting pit are in good condition and easily identifiable. no obvious structural features remain but 
surface artefacts suggest there may be surviving subsurface archaeology

Current land use:

Threats:

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Stock trampling, Fossicking

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Grazing

Updated: 21/02/2018, Visited: 13/02/2018 - Good – Majority of visible features are intact, but some minor loss of 
definition and/or damage

G41/658NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD HISTORY

06/06/2024Printed by: naomiwoods
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G41/658NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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Additional Information for site G41/658 

 

 

Figure 1. House/hut terrace looking south. 



 

Figure 2. Surface artefacts on terrace. 



 

Figure 3. Prospecting pit downslope from house/hut terrace. 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

G41/678

G41/784

G41/787

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/678

Scale (A4 Paper Size): 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Historic - domestic

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Approximately 50 m north of access farm track, and 30 m north of Shepherds Creek.

Brief Description:
A hut or tent site with a stacked schist chimney. Only the stacked chimney remains, which measures 1.2 m by 2 m and 1.9 m
high.

Condition of Site when last visited:
Good

Date Report Created: 23/02/2026

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_DawnCropper_ArchSite

Source: Handheld GPS

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1316458

5018767Northing:

0 40 8020

Metres



NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 23/02/2026

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Chimney, Hut floor/ site

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 30/01/2019  (Field visit), submitted by meganlawrence , visited 19/12/2018  by Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston,
Jasmine; Lewis, Julia
Grid reference (E1316458 / N5018767)

This site records a hut or tent site with a stacked schist chimney. Only the stacked chimney remains, which measured 1.2
m by 2 m and stood 1.9 m high. There was no obvious hut or tent platform surrounding the chimney. No surface artefacts
or associated features were identified surrounding the chimney. It is not clear if the site was used by musterers or
miners in the area.

Condition Notes:
Updated 30/01/2019  (Field visit), submitted by meganlawrence , visited 19/12/2018  by Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston,
Jasmine; Lewis, Julia

Site overgrown in grass.



Additional Information for Site G41/678 

 
Figure 1 Photograph looking southeast at chimney recorded as G41/678. Photograph taken by Phoebe Scrivener on 19/12/18. 

 

 
Figure 2 Photograph looking northwest at chimney recorded as G41/678. Photograph taken by Phoebe Scrivener on 

19/12/18. 



 

 
Figure 3 Photograph looking northeast at chimney recorded as G41/678. Photograph taken by Phoebe Scrivener on 19/12/18. 

 
 

 
Figure 4 Photograph looking southwest at chimney recorded as G41/678. Photograph taken by Phoebe Scrivener on 

19/12/18. 



 
Figure 5 Photograph looking at top of chimney recorded as G41/678. Photograph taken by Phoebe Scrivener on 19/12/18. 

 
 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Thom
son

Gorge
Rd

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/783

Scale: 1:3,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Transport/

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Northwest from site G41/277, parallel to Thomson Gorge Road on north side

Brief Description:
Benched track

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Track - benched

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Jasmine; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

A possible pre-1900 track was identified northwest of the Rise and Shine Mine and Battery (G41/277). The track was
approximately 3m wide and runs northeast-southwest adjacent to Thomson Gorge Road. The track is possibly an earlier
alignment of Thomson Gorge Road through this valley used by miners and farmers in the area.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Jasmine; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

Track still discernible but overgrown.



Images for Site G41/783 

 

Figure 1. Photograph looking west at possible pre-1900 track (red arrows). 

 

Figure 2. 1958 aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing possible track in the valley north of Clearwater Creek valley. 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Bendigo
Reserve

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/782

Scale: 1:50,000

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Transport/

Matakanui-Bendigo

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Located along the southern side of the Shepherds Creek Valley

Brief Description:
Stacked stone road revetments and culverts, formed early 20th C

Condition of Site when last visited:
Good

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900, Modern 1900-

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Culvert, Stone retaining/ facing

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 27/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_MeganLawrence_ArchSite, visited 03/08/2021 by Megan Lawrence

The Matakanui-Bendigo Road was first officially surveyed along the Shepherds Creek valley in 1898 (SO 12016). Historical
research indicates that the idea of the Matakanui-Bendigo Road had been proposed from at least 1896, with £300 allocated
for the survey of the road that year (Otago Witness, 1896). The first official survey occurred in 1898 (Cromwell Argus,
1898). There was possibly an earlier track along this route at this time with one article stating that individuals had
“travelled the road” and for the year of 1898, £600 had been allocated to the road’s construction (Cromwell Argus,
1898). Further money for the road was sought by the Vincent County Council in August, 1899 (Cromwell Argus, 1899).
Historical newspaper articles suggest that extensive works to form a wide track passable by more substantial
transportation did not occur until after 1900. The government invested money into the construction of the road so that
it was fit for dray traffic in 1902 (Dunstan Times, 1902).
The wide road cutting into the natural hillside, and formed with culverts and revetments, is visible in the 1958 aerial
photograph. However, following a large 140m revetment, the road is no longer visible in historic aerials and the current
road, continuing downhill into Shepherds Creek, was installed after this date. The narrower track continues uphill and
was formed in the last 15-20 years. It is unclear if this followed a similar earlier route. There was no evidence of
stone revetments or culverts along this track. The abrupt end to the wider road, suggests that investment into the
upgrade to this Matakanui-Bendigo Road stopped rather suddenly. Perhaps the Thompsons Gorge Road following the Rise
Shine Creek to the south became more important with contracts issued for portions of this road by the Vincent County
Council in 1903 (Dunstan Times, 1903). By 1907 the entire Matakanui-Bendigo Road is shown as a track rather than a road
in contrast with Thompson Gorge Road to the south.
Sections of the road were surveyed in December 2018 and August 2021 by NZHP archaeologists. Eight culverts, two
revetments and two culverts/revetments were recorded along the road. These stone structures were constructed of stacked
schist and ranged in condition from poor to good. The largest feature was a large stone revetment (POI 810). The
position of these culverts in relationship to the present road varied from being immediately on the roadside, to over 2m
from the road edge. A drill scar was also noted along the road side. It is likely that this is the result of
construction and maintenance of the road, required to clear a wide enough path through natural stone outcrops, possibly
providing stone for the nearby culverts or revetments.
It is likely that many of the stone features present along the Matakanui-Bendigo Road were constructed around the turn
of the twentieth century. However, there is potential that some of the stone features may have been constructed or
started to be constructed prior to 1900 with investment from the Vincent County Council in 1898 and 1899. The widening
and improvement of the road likely replaced an existing, narrower track. By 1907 the entire Matakanui-Bendigo Road is
shown as a track rather than a road in contrast with Thompson Gorge Road to the south (Crawford, 1907).
Close to the northern extent of the main project area, the track presently used as the access up the Shepherds Creek
Valley veers to the northeast away from the 1898 alignment. However, a narrow track was identified during the survey and
is visible in the LiDAR which follows the 1898 proposed road alignment. This formation has been identified by Bruce
Jolly (pers. comms.) of Ardgour Station, to be one he installed 15-20 years ago. If an earlier track was present, it
would have been heavily modified at this time.
The recorded archaeological site extent has been recorded based on the formal extent of the Matakanui-Bendigo Road as
shown in historical survey Plans SO 1204 and SO 12016.



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

References:
Crawford, R. J. (1907). Geological Map of Wakefield Survey District (to accompany Bullentin No 5 Cromwell Subdivion,
Western Otago Division.
Cromwell Argus. (1898). Upper Clutha Farmers’ Club. Issue 1540, 15 November 1898, Page 5.
Cromwell Argus. (1899). Maniototo Jottings. Issue 1590, 12 August 1899, Page 2.
Dunstan Times. (1902). Matakanui-Bendigo Road. Issue 2142, 5 August 1902, Page 5.
Dunstan Times. (1903). Official Gazette of the Vincent County Council. Issue 2165, 20 January 1903, Page 4.
Otago Witness. (1896). Bendigo to Matakanui. Issue 2230, 26 November 1896, Page 23.

Condition Notes:
Updated 27/01/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_MeganLawrence_ArchSite, visited 03/08/2021 by Megan Lawrence

The rough wide portion of the road is still used today. The stone revetments and culverts are in good condition, except
for a couple that have collapsed and or have been partially infilled.



Plans and images for the Matakanui Road (Site G41/782) 

 

 
Figure 1. Detail of SO 12016 (1898) shown the first survey of the Matakanui-Bendigo Road along Shepherds and 

Jean Creek.  

 
Figure 2. Detail of SO1204 (1909) showing the Matakanui-Bendigo Road. 



 
Figure 3. Photograph looking northwest at main vehicle track currently used along the Matakanui-Bendigo Road. 

 
Figure 4. Aerial photograph from 1958 showing the Matakanui-Bendigo Road (Retrolens, 2021). Note that following the 

main stone revetment (red arrow) the wide road is no longer visible. 

Table 1. Features associated with the Matakanui-Bendigo Road identified during NZHP’s site surveys.  
POI No. Feature Type Condition notes 

POI 146 Culvert  Poor - collapsed 

POI 241-242 Revetment Good condition 

POI 798 Culvert Good condition, still functional 

POI 799 Culvert  Good condition, still functional 

POI 800 Culvert/revetment Fair condition, collapsed on west end 

POI 802 Culvert Collapsed, poor condition 

POI 803 Culvert/revetment Good condition, still functional 

POI 804 Culvert Good condition 

POI 805-806 Culvert Good condition 

POI 807-808 Culvert Fair condition, partially infilled 

POI 809 Culvert Good condition 

POI 810 Revetment  Good condition  

 



 
Figure 5. LiDAR imagery with land parcel boundaries shown in black. The Matakanui-Bendigo Road as surveyed is shown 

along with associated features. At the southeast end, the currently used road veers off to the northeast; however, a smaller 

narrower track continues to follow the surveyed alignment (shown in purple – POI 812), this was later determined to be a 

track established approximately 20 years ago, and further west it veers off from the proposed road extent. Features along the 

track include culverts in blue, historic drill site in yellow, and stone revetments in orange.  

 

 
Figure 6. Photograph looking east at collapsed stacked schist culvert (POI 146). 



 
Figure 7. Photograph looking south at stacked schist revetment (POI 241-243). 

  
Figure 8. Photograph of culvert (POI 798) looking north. 

 

 
Figure 9. Photograph looking southwest at partial culvert (POI 798 – top left), collapsed culvert (POI 802 - top right)  

 



 

 
Figure 10. Photographs of culvert and revetment (POI 800) looking southeast at intact east end (top left), east at collapsed 

west end (top right), south at culvert (bottom left), and north at inlet (bottom right). 

 

 

  
Figure 11. Photographs of culvert and revetment (POI 803) looking east (top left), north (top right), south at culvert (bottom 

left and right).  



 

 
Figure 12. Photographs of stacked schist revetment (POI 810) looking southeast and southwest at the northwest end of the 

wall. 

 

 
Figure 13. Photographs of stacked schist revetment (POI 810) southeast along the extent of the wall (left) and north (right) 

at the southeast end of the wall.  

 

 
Figure 14. Photograph looking west at full extent of the stacked schist revetment (POI 810). 



 
Figure 15. Photograph looking north at drill point on south (upper) side of the road. 

 

 
Figure 16. Detail of 1907 geological survey map showing the Matakanui-Bendigo Road and the Thomson Gorge Valley 

Road to the south (Crawford, 1907).  

 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/784

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Historic - domestic

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Approximately 25m southeast of hut or tent site G41/678 in the Shepherds Creek valley

Brief Description:
Raised platforms - possible tent/hut sites, scattered schist blocks, in stream valley

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Platform

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Jasmine; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

Two possible hut or tent sites were recorded in December 2018, approximately 25m southeast of hut or tent site G41/678
in the Shepherds Creek valley. These were two raised grassed areas which included a number of schist stones that may
have once belonged to a structure. The thick grass at the time made it difficult to identify distinct extents of the
areas; however, the raised platform area closest to G41/678 was approximately 8 m by 3 m, and the next raised area
approximately 5 m from the first was approximately 5 by 6 m. Due to their proximity, these two platforms have been
recorded as one site, and are thought to relate to the small scale mining that took place in this valley during the
nineteenth century.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Jasmine; Scrivener, Phoebe; Lewis, Julia

Terraces appear in fair condition.



Images for Site G41/784 

 

Figure 1. Photograph looking southeast at raised platform and schist areas. Phoebe Scrivener stands on the south-eastern most raised 
platform. 

 

Figure 2. Photograph looking south at raised platform and schist area. 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/785

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Close to Shepherds Creek, beside modern access track

Brief Description:
Earth mound beside creek

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Mound

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 03/11/2022 by Sole, Matthew

A mound close to the edge of Shepherds Creek is possibly associated with historic mining, in particular the diversion of
the creek, and potential campsite remains were identified in the vicinity during a November 2022 survey. Recent drilling
access tracks had been installed close to the site but had not impacted the feature or exposed any archaeology.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 03/11/2022 by Sole, Matthew

Overgrown, recent mining activity has come close to site but not impacted it directly.



Images for Site G41/785 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Photographs showing mound alongside Shepherds Creek, November 2021. 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/786

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Historic - domestic

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
In junction of Shepherds and Jean Creeks

Brief Description:
Possible mining campsite - remnants of fireplace

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Fireplace - stone lined

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

A potential campsite with remnant of fire was recorded in August 2022 close to the junction of Shepherds and Jean Creek.
Vegetation and terrain made this site difficult to record in any detail and as such the extent should be treated with
some caution; however, a small, terraced area is visible in LiDAR imagery of this location. This is close to the
southeastern-most “old workings” shown in a 1907 geological plan and may therefore relate to the small-scale mining that
took place in this valley during the nineteenth century.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

Remnants of fireplace still visible, most other surface features lost.



Images for Site G41/786 

 

Figure 1. Site G41/786 looking south, August 2022. 

 

Figure 2. 1958 Aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing the location of the POI 845 circled red. 

 



 

Figure 3. Detail of 1907 geological plan showing location of old workings (red circles) along Shepherds Creek (Crawford, 1907). 

References 

Crawford, R. J. (1907). Geological Map of Wakefield Survey District (to accompany Bullentin No 5 Cromwell 
Subdivion, Western Otago Division. 

 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/787

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
13m south of Shepherds Creek

Brief Description:
Tailings beside stream

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Tailings, Mullock heap

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston, Jasmine; Lewis, Julia

A small area of possible tailings or mullock was identified 13m south of Shepherds Creek, within the area shown are
worked during the nineteenth century in Figure 5 12, during the December 2018 survey. Overgrown vegetation made it
difficult to discern the possible tailings, however, the area visible spanned 4 by 6m.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 12/12/2018 by Lawrence, Megan;
Scrivener, Phoebe; Weston, Jasmine; Lewis, Julia

Overgrown, full extent not visible.



Images for Site G41/787 

 

Figure 1. Photograph looking west at possible tailings, December 2018. 

 

Figure 2. Detail of 1907 geological plan showing location of old workings (red circles) along Shepherds Creek (Crawford, 1907). 

References 

Crawford, R. J. (1907). Geological Map of Wakefield Survey District (to accompany Bullentin No 5 Cromwell 
Subdivion, Western Otago Division. 

 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/788

Scale: 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Junction of Shepherds Creek and Jean Creek, south side.

Brief Description:
Mining tailings

Condition of Site when last visited:
Poor

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Tailings

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

An area of potential prospecting tailings was recorded at the base of Jean Creek in August 2022. These tailings are just
discernible in historic aerials and LiDAR, but vegetation and terrain made it difficult to confirm the full extent on
the ground. This is close to the southeastern-most “old workings” shown in the 1907 geological plan and may therefore
relate to the small-scale mining that took place in this valley during the nineteenth century.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

Difficult to identify on the ground, overgrown.



Images for Site G41/788 

 

Figure 1. 1958 Aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing the location of site G41/788 circled red. 

 

Figure 2. Detail of 1907 geological plan showing location of old workings (red circles) along Shepherds Creek (Crawford, 1907). 

References 

Crawford, R. J. (1907). Geological Map of Wakefield Survey District (to accompany Bullentin No 5 Cromwell 
Subdivion, Western Otago Division. 

 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/789

Scale: 1:3,000

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
West side of Jean Creek, approximately 600m south of junction with Shepherds Creek

Brief Description:
Sluicing faces beside stream

Condition of Site when last visited:
Poor

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Sluicings/ sluicing face

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

An area of potential sluicing was recorded along Jean Creek in August 2022. This site consisted of a sluiced channel on
the hillside with displaced schist slabs. Dense matagouri and briar restricted the ability to define the site boundary
on the ground, but potential sluice faces covering a wider area are visible in historic aerials and LiDAR.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 19/08/2022 by Sole, Matthew

Heavily overgrown, some erosion.



Images for Site G41/789 

 

Figure 1. Looking east, August 2022. 

 

Figure 2. 1958 Aerial photograph (left) and LiDAR imagery (right) showing the location of G41/789 circled red. All other linear features were 
determined to be natural or stack tracks during the pedestrian survey. 

 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED
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Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/790

Scale: 1:8,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
Race runs southeast-northwest through paddock, passing just northeast of G41/4 (stone hut)

Brief Description:
Water race

Condition of Site when last visited:
Fair

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_ClaireThorrold_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number:
Northing:



NEW ZEALAND ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 19/03/2025

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Water race

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 04/12/2024 by Thorrold, Claire

This water race is located in the flat paddock area to the north of Shepherds Creek valley. The full length of the water
race is approximately 650m, although a modern road seems to have cut the race in the project area. Disturbances to the
race as a result of this road include the edge of the race being cut down, and the race being filled in. The race
measures 1.4m wide and 800mm deep, with notable raised mounds on the side of the race.

Condition Notes:
Updated 26/02/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_NaomiWoods_ArchSite, visited 04/12/2024 by Thorrold, Claire

Some sections have been disturbed by modern road formation and others filled in, but race still clearly visible.



Images for Site G41/790 

 

Figure 1. Looking west, December 2024. 

 

Figure 2. Looking east, December 2024. 



NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

G41/4

G41/5

G41/792

Site Record Form
NZAA Site Number: G41/792

Scale (A4 Paper Size): 1:2,500

Site Type:
Site Name(s):

Mining - gold

Finding Aids to the Location of the Site:
East bank of Shepherds Creek, across from G41/4 and G41/5 (hut and stone stockyards)

Brief Description:
Water race on slope above creek

Condition of Site when last visited:
Good

Date Report Created: 23/02/2026

Disclaimer: Polygon may not reflect the full extent of the site

Printed by: NZHP_DawnCropper_ArchSite

Source: Shapefile

Site Coordinates (NZTM)
Easting:Imperial Site Number: 1315588

5019503Northing:

0 40 8020

Metres



NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED

Date Report Created: 23/02/2026

Site Periods:
Colonial 1840-1900

Ethnicity:
Non Maori

Site Features:
Water race

Associated Sites:

Description:
Updated 11/12/2025 by ArchSite.

Grid reference changed from (E0 / N0) to centroid of site polygon (E1315588 / N5019503).

Updated 29/10/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_HeathLieOlesen_ArchSite, visited 29/10/2025 by Naomi Woods

This water race is located on the slope on the east bank of Shepherds Creek. The full length of the water race, visible
in LiDAR and aerial imagery, is approximately 1600m, although a modern farm track and fence line have cut the race in
several places. Disturbances to the race as a result of this include the edge of the race being cut down, and the race
being filled in. The race measures 1.5m wide, with notable raised mounds on the side of the race.

Condition Notes:
Updated 29/10/2025 (Field Visit), submitted by: NZHP_HeathLieOlesen_ArchSite, visited 29/10/2025 by Naomi Woods

The race has been modified in places, but the full extent is visible in LiDAR imagery.



Additional Information for Site G41/792 (October 2025) 
 

 
Figure 1. Location and extent of water race (blue line).  

 



 
Figure 2. Photograph of the water race looking south, September 2025. 

 

 
Figure 3. Looking north along water race, September 2025. 
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