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Ministry for Environment Pre-
Application Consultation Feedback 



 

Tēnā koe   

Southern Link Inland Port – Pre-lodgement consultation under the Fasttrack 
Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA)  

Thank you for your correspondence dated 30 April 2025 in relation to Southern Link Property 
Limited’s intention to lodge a referral application under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 
(FTAA) in respect of the “Southern Link Inland Port” project.   

As you are aware, the Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) is the “relevant administering 
agency” for approvals relating to the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) and Exclusive 
Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012 (EEZ Act) under the 
FTAA.   

We have received the information you provided on 30 April 2025. As part of your referral 
application, you will need to provide an assessment of the project against any relevant national 
policy statement, national environmental standards and if relevant the New Zealand Coastal 
Policy Statement. The Ministry has prepared the following summary on the national direction 
made under the RMA, for your consideration.  

National Direction  

Under the RMA, the government can create national direction to support local authorities’ 
decision making under the RMA and develop a nationally consistent approach to resource 
management issues. This is typically done where an issue is of national importance, or 
involves significant national benefits or costs, or where necessary to give effect to other 
government policy or regulation. There are several types of national direction, including 
national policy statements and national environmental standards.   

National Policy Statements (NPS)  

National Policy Statements are instruments issued under section 52(2) of the RMA. An NPS 
is a vehicle for the government to prescribe objectives and policies for matters which are 
relevant to sustainable management. All National Policy Statements currently in force are 
published on the Ministry’s website and links are provided in the table below. It is 
recommended that you consider the relevance of each NPS to your project. If you are seeking 
an RMA approval, then under section 13(4)(y)(i) and schedule 5 paragraph 2 of the FTAA your 
application must include an assessment of your project against any relevant NPSs. Refer to 
the National Policy Statements linked below.  
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