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Ayrburn Precinct Archaeological Memo for the Screen Hub Development 

This letter report has been prepared for Ayrburn Precinct Ltd as part of proposed works involving the 
construction of a compound of buildings on Lot 4 DP540788 to provide workspaces and accommodation for 
film industry related activities. The contributing authors, in their capacity as authors of this report, have read 
and abide by the Environment Court of New Zealand's Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses Practice Note 
2023. Where this report relies on information provided by other experts, this is outlined within the report. 

 The Ayrburn Precinct (Lots 1-4 DP540788) is the location of Archaeological site F41/578, known as the 
Ayrburn Farmstead. This site is the location of a mid-19th century farmstead with a still standing early 20th 
century farmhouse and several pre-1900 outbuildings. Origin Heritage has previously completed an 
Archaeological Assessment and assisted Ayrburn Precinct Ltd in obtaining Archaeological Authority 2024/321 
which is currently active for site F41/578 and covers all four lots. The authority covers previously established 
works, including continuing development around the 19th century homestead, the formation of two ponds and 
the construction of a timber barn event space near the farmstead and a series of accommodation buildings in 
the valley to the north. The additional works will take place within the boundary of the property covered by 
Archaeological Authority 2024/321. The purpose of this letter report is to evaluate if the proposed works will 
have any impact on the archaeological values of site F41/578 outside of those already outlined in the original 
Archaeological Assessment. 

Previous earthworks were carried out around the former homestead location under Archaeological Authority 
2019/363 which has since been superseded by 2024/321. These works identified a series of archaeological 
features, related to former buildings and structural elements which had once been present as part of the 
homestead, including former stone floors and foundations. No artefact scatters, or rubbish pits were 
encountered. The eroded remains of a water race were also identified immediately southeast of the 
homestead and was scheduled to be filled in as part of the construction of the timber barn event space. 

The proposed additional works will involve a series of earthworks consisting of a significant amount of cut and 
fill across an area located immediately east of the 19th century homestead. Depths of cuts will reach a 
maximum of approximately 10m, though this will only be reached in one small portion with the majority falling 
into a 1m to 4m range. Fill will mostly take place in the northwest corner of the project area and the maximum 
fill will likely reach a depth of approximately 10m. Most of this cut and fill will be done in order to provide level 
ground on which to continue construction. The build phase will involve the construction of a series of 
standalone buildings and the formation of a carpark across the project area. 

Historic aerials and available photographic and documentary evidence indicate that the land on which the 
proposed build will take place was primarily used for farming throughout the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries with regular seasonal ploughing. The one exception is a race and small outbuilding visible in the 1956 
aerial (Figure 2). While these may have once been considered archaeological features (though the age of the 
building is not recorded in any available information) the race was filled in at some point between 1956 and 
1976 and replaced with a road and the outbuilding removed (Figure 3). All traces of the race will now have 
been obliterated by the subsequent 50+ years of use and maintenance of the road while it is also considered 
highly unlikely that the remains of such a small outbuilding (typically set on timber piles) would remain for 
similar reasons. The remainder of the area is made of historically ploughed farm fields which typically have a 
low chance of containing archaeological deposits. If deposits are present the continuous ploughing will mean 
they are likely to be heavily disturbed, providing minimal information or contextual potential. The most 
important features of the site, the homestead buildings, are in the process of being restored with no further 
major excavations planned for that area. The new works are expected to have a low chance of encountering 
additional archaeological deposits and if any archaeology is affected here the magnitude of impact is expected 
to be negligible. Due to this low chance of impact and negligible impact should archaeology be encountered, 
the overall expected impact on the archaeological values on the site are considered no different than those 
originally stipulated in the Archaeological Assessment which supported the application for Archaeological 
Authority 2024/321 (Cook and Teele 2023). Given both the above assessment and the fact that Lot 4 DP540788 
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is already covered by 2024/321, the additional plans will not alter the magnitude of impact and it is the 
opinion of Origin Heritage that it is not necessary for any further action to be taken besides the updated plans 
and above explanation be provided to HNZPT. 

Figure 1 Map of current work areas with proposed additional works outlined in blue. 

Figure 2 1956 aerial of the Ayrburn Farmstead. Note the ploughed farm field boundary which is nearly identical to the 
project boundary outlined in blue in the image above. 



Ayrburn Precinct Film Hub Archaeology Letter/June 2025 

3 

Figure 3 1976 aerial showing the race as being replaced by a roadway and the outbuilding removed. The surrounding land 
appears to still be ploughed. 

Russell Cook 
Principal Archaeologist 
HNZPTA 2014 Section 45 Approved Person 
For and on behalf of Origin Consultants Ltd  

Phone       03 442 0300 / 021 989 620 
Office        9 Arrow Lane, Arrowtown 
Post  PO Box 213, Queenstown 9348 
Web         www.originteam.co.nz 

Disclaimer 
This document has been prepared solely for the party to whom it is addressed, with respect to the particular 
brief provided. This document may not be reproduced except in its entirety. The professional advice 
and opinions contained in this report are those of Origin Consultants Ltd. The professional advice and 
opinions contained in this report does not constitute legal advice. 

http://www.originteam.co.nz/
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RUSSELL COOK 
Principal Archaeologist 

QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
Master of Environmental Studies 
(Northern Environments and 
Cultures), Lakehead University, 
2015 

Bachelor of Arts majoring North 
American Archaeology with Pre-
Contact Option, Wilfrid Laurier 
University, 2012 

AFFILIATIONS 
Member of New Zealand 
Archaeological Association 

BACKGROUND 
Russell has been working as a consultant archaeologist since 2011. He is 
originally from Ontario, Canada and studied at both Wilfrid Laurier 
University and Lakehead University. Russell’s archaeological experience 
prior to arriving in New Zealand includes a wide range of sites in Canada, 
Jordan and Australia spanning both historic, Iron Age and pre-contact 
periods. He made the move to New Zealand in 2018 where his primary 
focus has been on historic sites, with a special interest in historic land use 
and human/environmental interactions. 

Since arriving in New Zealand, Russell has taken part in and managed a 
wide range of projects throughout both the North and South Islands. These 
projects have ranged from small private property investigations to large 
scale infrastructure upgrades and multi city block excavations. Russell is 
responsible for all Origin’s archaeological projects throughout New 
Zealand. 

KEY SKILLS 
Technical skills 
• Experience of managing a range of archaeological and heritage

projects across New Zealand from conception to completion.

• Extensive knowledge and experience of the Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga archaeological authority process and management
of authority conditions, and extensive knowledge of the Heritage New
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

• Ability to use Geographic Information Systems for mapping and
documenting archaeological features.

• Development of drone-based photogrammetry modelling for
archaeological, conservation, and maintenance analysis.

• Experience with SQL database design for archaeological and heritage
purposes.

• Archaeological survey including GPS and on-site recording of a range
of historic sites.

• Historic artefact analysis from a range of historic Otago sites.

• Proficient research skills with a focus on historic South Island sources.

Managerial skills 
• Liaison with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taong.

• Liaison with regional and local councils as well as local iwi for         
archaeology and heritage requirements.

• Management of team members.

Relevant Work Experience

• Employed as a consultant archaeologist since June 2011.

• Experience working in Otago and Southland from March 2019 until 
present with a focus on Central Otago and Dunedin.


	Ayrburn Precinct Archaeological Memo for the Screen Hub Development
	Russell Cook_CV_Origin Consultants_2503-10.pdf
	Russell Cook_CV_Origin Consultants_2503-10.pdf
	RUSSELL COOK
	QUALIFICATIONS and TRAINING
	AFFILIATIONS

	BACKGROUND
	Key Skills
	Technical skills
	Managerial skills




