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Your ref: [0000] 

Our ref: 12684888 

 

 

08 December 2025 

Tim Baker 
EPA 
C/- SLR Consulting 
Level 5 95 Customhouse Quay  
Wellington 6011 

Draft EPA Review - FTAA1074 Green Steel – Erosion and sediment control advice  

Dear Tim 

1. Introduction  

GHD has been commissioned by the Environmental Protection Authority  (EPA) dated 25th November 2025,  to 

undertake erosion and sediment control review to support the fast track consent process for the National Green 

Steel site at 61 Hampton Downs Road, Waikato.  

1.1 Scope and purpose  
The purpose of the commission tis to provide specialist advice to the Green Steel Expert Panel appointed by the 

EPA to consider and decide the application. 

The erosion and sediment control specialist scope of work shall include and not be limited to:-  

– Undertake a desktop review of the following application documents supplied by the applicant:  

• Attachment 19 – Earthworks Management Plan and ESCP 

• Assessment of Environment Effects where it references the above report.  

– Generate a draft report based on the documents, relating to the actual and potential environmental impacts of 

the proposed activity and the proposed mitigation measures  

1.2 Documents reviewed 
The following documents have been reviewed, with an erosion and sediment control lens, in relation to this 

commission:-  

– Earthworks Management and Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, 61 Hampton Downs Road, Hampton 

Downs. Prepared by Earthtech Consulting Ltd. Dated 23 May 2025 (Attachment 19 of application) 

– Fast track Approvals Act Substantive Application to construct and operated a structural steel manufacturing 

plans and accessory activities. National Green Steel, 61 Hampton Downs Road. By Kinetic Environmental, 

Dated 2 July 2025  

– Comments on the Green Steel Substantive application, Waikato Regional Council, 18 November 2025 
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2. Erosion and sediment control plan review 

2.1 Preliminary assessment 
The erosion and sediment control plan for the development of this site is a preliminary assessment, with further 

detailed design required at a later date and specific design by the earthworks contractor. 

The plan is generally consistent with the requirements of Waikato Regional Council’s ‘Erosion and Sediment 

Control – Guidelines for Soil Disturbing Activities’ TR 2009/02, other than contributing catchment areas as 

described below and further clarification requirements.  

The site will be subject to significant earthworks, over three stages with the formation of an elevated platform at 

RL14m for the steel mill and shredding equipment. This platform will be formed from filling of the northern area and 

cut towards the south. Other platforms will be formed for the southwestern and northeastern monofills and the 

materials and finished products storage platform.  

A preliminary erosion and sediment control plan for the initial formation of the platform has been provided.  

The following questions should be considered for further detailed design of the erosion and sediment controls:- 

Q No. Subject Reference Comments (submitted via email with minor changes) 

1 
DEB 
catchments 

WRC ESC 
Guidelines 

Maximum contributing catchment for decanting earth bunds (DEB’s) 
must not exceed 0.3ha. Please provide a table showing each DEB’s 
contributing catchment area.  

2 
SRP 
catchments 

WRC ESC 
Guidelines 

Maximum contributing catchment for sediment retention ponds 
(SRP’s) must not exceed 5ha. Please provide a table showing each 
SRP’s contributing catchment area 

3 
Stage E1c 
flows 

Figure 7.3 

 Ref E1c, please provide further detail on: 
- discharge locations for the DEB’s (x 3) within E1c 
- whether the 2 x DEBs at north of EMb also discharge into E1c 
- SRP1-6 base RL 
- Detail of how dirty water runoff will be conveyed to SRP1-6 (will 

a diversion drain be cut into NW boundary of E1c and is there 
sufficient fall to convey to SRP1-6?) 

- Detail on where SRP1-6 will be discharged to? Eg is there 
enough fall from SRP1-6 to final discharge point and are there 
any obstructions to consider? 

4 Trapped flows 
Figure 7.3 
& 7.5 

Limited portions of flows from the eastern end of E3a (labelled “12” 
on Fig 2 below) and southern end of E1c (labelled “7 & 8” on Fig 1 
below) are falling away from treatment devices due to existing 
overland flow paths and is expected to pool at bunds, away from 
treatment devices. 

5 Stage 3 flows Figure 7.5 

Please provide further detail on dirty water flows in E3a & E3b 
and/or on construction staging/method. Existing contours indicate 
fall away from SRP’s 3-1 & 3-2, which may be managed by staging 
construction, for example. 

6 
Stage E2b 
flows 

Figure 7.4 
Please confirm that dirty water runoff from E2b is to be treated by 
SRP1-6 - it is not clear from the plans. 
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Q No. Subject Reference Comments 

7 

Eastern 
drainage 
point/ farm 
drain 

Figure 2.1 

What is proposed during construction for the farm drain (northern 
end of works by SRP’s 1-1, 1-2, EW) and its upstream catchment to 
continue servicing upstream flows from #23 Hampton Downs Road? 
Need to ensure clean water flows are diverted from exposed areas 

8 
Clean flow 
catchment 

Figure 7.3 

Clean water flow path within area bound by E1a, b, c (area E2a) 
appears to have no outlet. Noted that in Stage 2 this catchment is 
proposed to be piped or pumped for dirty flows into SRP1-4, similar 
may be required for clean flows. 

9 
Stage 1 clean 
flows 

Figure 6.1 
Proposed clean flow diversion bund along northeast of Stage 1 road 
crosses local ridge. Bund alignment/diversion drain bottom slope 
needs consideration to achieve adequate fall 

 

2.2 Figures for clarity when reviewing Questions 

 
Figure 1 – ref Question No. 3 
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Figure 2 – ref Question No. 4 

 

 
Figure 3 – ref Question No. 5 
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Figure 4 – ref Question No. 9 

 
 

3. Information Requests 

The following information requests are recommended (relates to Questions 1 & 2);- 

1. Contributing catchments for sediment retention ponds (SRP’s) must not exceed 5.0 hectares. Preliminary 

design suggests the following catchment areas are too large and additional devices may be required: 

 

2. Contributing catchments for decanting earth bunds (DEB’s) must not exceed 0.3 hectares. Preliminary 

design suggests the following catchment areas are too large, and additional devices may be required: 
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4. Limitations  

This report: has been prepared by GHD for The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and may only be used 

and relied on by EPA for the purpose agreed between GHD and EPA as set out in section 1 of this report. 

GHD otherwise disclaims responsibility to any person other than EPA arising in connection with this report. GHD 

also excludes implied warranties and conditions, to the extent legally permissible. 

The services undertaken by GHD in connection with preparing this report were limited to those specifically detailed 

in the report and are subject to the scope limitations set out in the report. 

The opinions, conclusions and any recommendations in this report are based on conditions encountered and 

information reviewed at the date of preparation of the report. GHD has no responsibility or obligation to update this 

report to account for events or changes occurring subsequent to the date that the report was prepared. 

GHD has prepared this report on the basis of information provided by EPA and others who provided information to 

GHD (including Government authorities)], which GHD has not independently verified or checked beyond the 

agreed scope of work. GHD does not accept liability in connection with such unverified information, including 

errors and omissions in the report which were caused by errors or omissions in that information. 

 

 

Regards 

 
 
 
Michelle Farrell 
Technical Director 

Michelle.farrell@ghd.com 
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