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There is potential for both solar farms to be visible in combination and succession from: 

• Remote locations to the north and east of the Haldon Site such as Haldon Road and Haldon Arm 
Road (refer to (BML) Haldon4; Site Context Photographs 1-2 and Visual Simulation 1 and (RMM) 
The Point5 VP 16). From these locations, the Haldon Solar Project will appear closer but oblique to 
the viewer, rather than in the central foreground, while development of the Point will be more distant, 
elevated and broken up by existing vegetation located along the Tekapo River. As viewers move 
west, closer to The Point, the midground vegetation increasingly screens that site from view.  
 

• Nearby rivers (Ōhau, Twizel, Pukaki and Tekapo). There is a network of roughly formed gravel 
tracks to and across rivers in proximity to the two proposed sites where viewing opportunities 
encompassing both sites will be very limited due to intervening tall vegetation in the river beds as 
well as topography. However, there is an elevated section of track on the true right of the Pukaki 
River on the terrace adjacent to The Point where there is potential for eastern parts of the Haldon 
Solar Project to be seen in succession with The Point but in more distant views. These views more 
typically remain partial or glimpsed views observed through and beyond intervening riparian 
vegetation. 
 

• Close locations to the south and southwest such as viewpoints on McAughtries Road including the 
dam lookout (refer to (BML) Haldon Site Context Photograph 86, and (RMM) The Point7 VP 9) and 
the northern end of Falston Road including Lake Benmore Ōhau C Campground (refer to (BML) 
Haldon8 Site Context Photographs 9-13, Visual Simulations 2-3 and (RMM) The Point9 VP 10-12. 
From these locations, The Point will appear closer (approximately 1km from the dam lookout) but 
oblique to the viewer, while development at Haldon will be more distant (approximately 3.6km from 
the dam lookout) and appear as a compressed band contained between the fringe of lake edge 
vegetation and the backdrop of the hill slopes. The cumulative viewing experience will also occur in a 
context shaped by the existing hydro power generation.  
 

• A range of locations on Te Ao Marama / Lake Benmore (refer to (BML) Haldon10 Site Context 
Photographs 6-7 and 11-12) and (RMM) The Point11 VP 22. As people traverse the lake surface they 
may register both schemes as spatially separate dark bands around the lake head, typically in 
succession. Screening by the steep terrace/scarp associated with The Point and the intervening 
riparian vegetation considerably reduces clear, close sightlines; visibility will be intermittent and 
recessive and typically experienced in the context of a transitory, recreational focus. 

• Elevated vantage points such as Benmore Range Easement Track. From points on these high 
ridgelines a broader footprint of both projects will be discernible in combination, still modest in 
proportion to the vast panorama of basin land use patterns rivers, ranges and lakes also visible. 
While in close proximity, the two projects will read legibly as two discrete development areas 
separated by the braided river and lake and seen in a context that reflects the existing hydro power 
generation environment. The Haldon Solar Farm will appear visually contained by landform and 
vegetation.  

 
4 BML, Haldon Solar Farm Graphic Supplement: Photograph Location, p4 and Site Context Photographs 1 and 2, p8; Visual Simulation 
Locations, p16 and pp17-20 
5 RMM, The Point Solar Farm Appendix 1: Viewpoint Location Plan, p22 and Viewpoint Location Photographs, p32; Appendix 2 Visual 
Simulations: Viewpoint Location Map, and Viewpoint 16 – Haldon Arm Road 
6 BML, Graphic Supplement: Photograph Location, p4 and Site Context Photographs, p11 
7 RMM, Appendix 1: Viewpoint Location Plan, p22 and Viewpoint Location Photographs, p27; Appendix 2 Visual Simulations: Viewpoint 
Location Map, and Viewpoint 09 – McAughtries Road 
8 BML, Graphic Supplement: Photograph Location, p4 and Site Context Photographs, p12-14; Visual Simulation Locations, p16 and 
pp21-26 
9 RMM, Appendix 1: Viewpoint Location Plan, p22 and Viewpoint Location Photographs, pp28-29; Appendix 2 Visual Simulations: 
Viewpoint Location Map, and Viewpoint 12 – Falston Road 
10 BML, Graphic Supplement: Photograph Location, p4 and Site Context Photographs, pp10-11, 13 
11 RMM, Appendix 2 Visual Simulations: Viewpoint Location Map, and Viewpoint 22 – Lake Benmore  
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Potential for both solar farms to be experienced sequentially is limited. While the sites are approximately 
2.3km apart at the closest point, access between them in this area is challenging with most of the tracks, 
particularly those that cross the rivers, typically more suitable for 4WD users and visibility intermittent.  

For those travelling from SH8 (or the Alps to Ocean Trail) to the lakeside campgrounds, it is likely that 
cumulative distant views of the proposed Haldon Solar Farm Project would be screened by The Point as it 
will appear in the foreground and at a lower elevation. Travellers may first experience The Point from SH8 or 
the Alps to Ocean Trail although glimpses are distant are rated nil–very low12 with clearer, increasingly 
oblique views developing on McAughtries Road.13 From the eastern end of McAughtries Road, views to 
Haldon are also obtained with intermittent and increasingly oblique and distant views possible while moving 
south along Falston Road to the campgrounds. Within this sequence, there is potential for both solar farms 
to be viewed together or in succession in places as previously described. They will appear spatially distinct, 
separated by distance, landform and vegetation, so that their arrays will not read as a single continuous 
development.  

Overall, key findings in regards to cumulative landscape and visual effects are: 

• When compared with the Haldon Solar Project, The Point is located closer to and more visible from 
accessible public viewpoints. 
  

• There is potential for cumulative landscape and visual effects within the moderate range when 
considering effects of the two projects together, particularly from these more accessible views in 
which The Point will appear in the foreground and more visually prominent.  

 

 
12 RMM, pp21-23 
13 Ibid, pp23-24 




