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2 July 2025 
 
 
Environment Southland 
Private Bag 90116 
Invercargill 
9840 
 
 
Dear  
 
Subject: Contact Energy – Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 – Southland Wind 
Farm Application 
 
Following our discussions at the end of March regarding our intent to lodge a 
referral application to seek eligibility to use the process provided for under the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA), this letter officially notifies Environment 
Southland that, once the referral application is accepted, Contact Energy Limited 
(Contact) will be applying for all approvals necessary under the FTAA for the 
construction, operation and maintenance of a wind farm and associated 
infrastructure in Slopedown, Southland (referred to as the Southland Wind Farm 
Project).  
 
Contact lodged its referral application with the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) on 2 April 2025. Contact is expecting to receive a decision on the 
referral application imminently and intends to lodge its substantive application 
for the Project with the EPA as soon as a decision is received that confirms the 
referral application has been accepted, and the Project is eligible to use the FTAA 
process.  
 
The Wind Farm Site is situated within the Southland District and Southland 
Region. In addition to the infrastructure on the Wind Farm Site, the proposed 
activities will include the construction of a transmission line and a Grid Injection 
Point within the Gore District (also in the Southland Region). 
 
Contact has consulted with Environment Southland over the past two years 
regarding this Project and this has helpfully informed the Project, including the 
proposed consent conditions. Contact confirms the Project is essentially the 
same as the previous application made for the Project under the Covid-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act (2020). Contact has obtained further 
technical information to support the application that will be lodged under the 
FTAA, and this has resulted in refinements to the Project design and additional 
improvements to the proposed management measures.  
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The application will seek all necessary approvals to enable the construction and 
operation of the Southland Wind Farm, including all relevant approvals under the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Conservation Act 1987, Wildlife Act 1953, Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 
1983. The Project includes: 

• The construction and operation of up to 55 wind turbines, and related 
infrastructure, including a transmission line and grid injection point that will 
provide a new nationally significant source of renewable electricity; 

• The implementation of a comprehensive set of management measures that 
are required by the proposed consent conditions, which include clear 
objectives and hard environmental limits; 

• Ongoing efforts to further avoid and minimise impacts of the Project, in 
particular in relation to wetlands and areas of significant indigenous 
vegetation or habitats for indigenous fauna; and 

• A significant offsetting and compensation package that will appropriately 
address any residual ecological effects, including habitat restoration and 
enhancement measures, as well as significant predator control, both within 
the Project Site, and in the Beresford Range in the nearby Catlins Forest Park. 

 
In accordance with section 30(3) of the FTAA, it is requested that Environment 
Southland confirms by written notice to Contact that there are no existing 
consents to which section 124C(1)(c) or 165ZI of the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA) would apply if Contact were applying for resource consents for the 
Southland Wind Farm Project under the standard RMA process. Details of the 
Project Site, landholdings relevant to the Project and resource consents that are 
being sought are included in Appendix A to this letter.  
 
If the Council has any further questions or matters they would like to discuss in 
relation to the application for the Southland Wind Farm under the FTAA, please 
let me know. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Matthew Cleland 
Head of Wind & Solar 
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Appendix A 
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2 July 2025 
 
 
Gore District Council 
PO Box 8 
Gore 
9740 
 
 
Dear  
 
Subject: Contact Energy – Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 – Southland Wind 
Farm Application 
 
Following our discussions at the end of March regarding our intent to lodge a 
referral application to seek eligibility to use the process provided for under the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA), this letter officially notifies the Gore District 
Council that, once the referral application is accepted, Contact Energy Limited 
(Contact) will be applying for all approvals necessary under the FTAA for the 
construction, operation and maintenance of a wind farm and associated 
infrastructure in Slopedown, Southland (referred to as the Southland Wind Farm 
Project).  
 
Contact lodged its referral application with the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) on 2 April 2025. Contact is expecting to receive a decision on the 
referral application imminently and intends to lodge its substantive application 
for the Project with the EPA as soon as a decision is received that confirms the 
referral application has been accepted, and the Project is eligible to use the FTAA 
process.  
 
The Wind Farm Site is situated within the Southland District and Southland 
Region. In addition to the infrastructure on the Wind Farm Site, the proposed 
activities will include the construction of a transmission line and a Grid Injection 
Point within the Gore District (also in the Southland Region). 
 
Contact has consulted with the Gore District Council over the past two years 
regarding this Project and this has helpfully informed the Project, including the 
proposed consent conditions. Contact confirms the Project is essentially the 
same as the previous application made for the Project under the Covid-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act (2020). Contact has obtained further 
technical information to support the application that will be lodged under the 
FTAA, and this has resulted in refinements to the Project design and additional 
improvements to the proposed management measures.  
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The application will seek all necessary approvals to enable the construction and 
operation of the Southland Wind Farm, including all relevant approvals under the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Conservation Act 1987, Wildlife Act 1953, Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 
1983. The Project includes: 

• The construction and operation of up to 55 wind turbines, and related 
infrastructure, including a transmission line and grid injection point that will 
provide a new nationally significant source of renewable electricity; 

• The implementation of a comprehensive set of management measures that 
are required by the proposed consent conditions, which include clear 
objectives and hard environmental limits; 

• Ongoing efforts to further avoid and minimise impacts of the Project, in 
particular in relation to wetlands and areas of significant indigenous 
vegetation or habitats for indigenous fauna; and 

• A significant offsetting and compensation package that will appropriately 
address any residual ecological effects, including habitat restoration and 
enhancement measures, as well as significant predator control, both within 
the Project Site, and in the Beresford Range in the nearby Catlins Forest Park. 

 
In accordance with section 30(3) of the FTAA, it is requested that the Gore District 
Council confirms by written notice to Contact that there are no existing consents 
to which section 124C(1)(c) or 165ZI of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) 
would apply if Contact were applying for resource consents for the Southland 
Wind Farm Project under the standard RMA process. Details of the Project Site, 
landholdings relevant to the Project and resource consents that are being sought 
are included in Appendix A to this letter.  
 
If the Council has any further questions or matters they would like to discuss in 
relation to the application for the Southland Wind Farm under the FTAA, please 
let me know. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Matthew Cleland 
Head of Wind & Solar 
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Appendix A 
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2 July 2025 
 
 
Southland District Council 
PO Box 903 
Invercargill 
9840 
 
 
Dear  
 
Subject: Contact Energy – Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 – Southland Wind 
Farm Application 
 
Following our discussions at the end of March regarding our intent to lodge a 
referral application to seek eligibility to use the process provided for under the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA), this letter officially notifies the Southland 
District Council that, once the referral application is accepted, Contact Energy 
Limited (Contact) will be applying for all approvals necessary under the FTAA for 
the construction, operation and maintenance of a wind farm and associated 
infrastructure in Slopedown, Southland (referred to as the Southland Wind Farm 
Project).  
 
Contact lodged its referral application with the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) on 2 April 2025. Contact is expecting to receive a decision on the 
referral application imminently and intends to lodge its substantive application 
for the Project with the EPA as soon as a decision is received that confirms the 
referral application has been accepted, and the Project is eligible to use the FTAA 
process.  
 
The Wind Farm Site is situated within the Southland District and Southland 
Region. In addition to the infrastructure on the Wind Farm Site, the proposed 
activities will include the construction of a transmission line and a Grid Injection 
Point within the Gore District (also in the Southland Region). 
 
Contact has consulted with the Southland District Council over the past two years 
regarding this Project and this has helpfully informed the Project, including the 
proposed consent conditions. Contact confirms the Project is essentially the 
same as the previous application made for the Project under the Covid-19 
Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act (2020). Contact has obtained further 
technical information to support the application that will be lodged under the 
FTAA, and this has resulted in refinements to the Project design and additional 
improvements to the proposed management measures.  
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The application will seek all necessary approvals to enable the construction and 
operation of the Southland Wind Farm, including all relevant approvals under the 
Resource Management Act 1991, Conservation Act 1987, Wildlife Act 1953, Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 
1983. The Project includes: 

• The construction and operation of up to 55 wind turbines, and related 
infrastructure, including a transmission line and grid injection point that will 
provide a new nationally significant source of renewable electricity; 

• The implementation of a comprehensive set of management measures that 
are required by the proposed consent conditions, which include clear 
objectives and hard environmental limits; 

• Ongoing efforts to further avoid and minimise impacts of the Project, in 
particular in relation to wetlands and areas of significant indigenous 
vegetation or habitats for indigenous fauna; and 

• A significant offsetting and compensation package that will appropriately 
address any residual ecological effects, including habitat restoration and 
enhancement measures, as well as significant predator control, both within 
the Project Site, and in the Beresford Range in the nearby Catlins Forest Park. 

 
In accordance with section 30(3) of the FTAA, it is requested that the Southland 
District Council confirms by written notice to Contact that there are no existing 
consents to which section 124C(1)(c) or 165ZI of the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA) would apply if Contact were applying for resource consents for the 
Southland Wind Farm Project under the standard RMA process. Details of the 
Project Site, landholdings relevant to the Project and resource consents that are 
being sought are included in Appendix A to this letter.  
 
If the Council has any further questions or matters they would like to discuss in 
relation to the application for the Southland Wind Farm under the FTAA, please 
let me know. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Matthew Cleland 
Head of Wind & Solar 
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Appendix A 














