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14. CONCLUSION  

WIAL is seeking all necessary approvals under the Act to facilitate Wellington Airport 

Southern Seawall Renewal Project, as described in this application.  

14.1 ACHIEVING THE PURPOSE OF THE ACT 

The Act was established to enable a permanent fast-track approval regime that will make it 

more efficient to gain authorisations for development and infrastructure projects that deliver 

regional and national benefits.  The purpose of the Act – to facilitate the delivery of 

infrastructure and development projects with significant regional or national benefits – takes 

precedence over the purpose of the underlying statutes (the RMA, Reserves Act, Wildlife Act 

and HNZPT Act). 

The Project has demonstrable national and regional benefits, as discussed throughout this 

application and in the supporting technical assessments.  The substantial economic and 

social benefits include: 

> The Project is critical to enabling the safe and efficient operation of the Airport – 

protecting the runway from the effects of coastal erosion and storm surges. Without 

adequate protection, there is a risk of inundation to the runway with significant 

disruption.  This occurred in 1983 where the seawall was breached which caused 

substantial disruption to flights for a number of weeks; 

> The Airport is the only international airport in central New Zealand.  The Airport not only 

facilitates the movement of people and goods, but it also supports education, trade, 

tourism and investment.  The Airport facilitated and contributed $2 billion to regional 

GDP in 2024 and supports total employment of 14,503 full time employees (made up of 

direct, indirect and induced employment); 

> The Project, by renewing the seawall, will prevent the ongoing repair costs associated 

with the current structure. The benefits of the Project (prevented repair costs, lower 

maintenance costs, prevented repair costs associated with council infrastructure) 

have been assessed to be $537.2 million.  This is relative to the cost of the Project being 

$216.7 million; 

> In addition to protecting the runway, the seawall protects critical WCC infrastructure; 

and 

> The Project is expected to generate employment equivalent to approximately 800 FTE 

positions over the construction period. This increase in employment will expand across 

many sectors including labourers, civil engineers and consultants. 
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14.2 MANAGING THE EFFECTS OF THE PROJECT 

In addition to the national and regional benefits, as demonstrated in Sections 7 and 8 of this 

report, WIAL engaged a number of technical experts to undertake an assessment of the 

effects and recommended management responses which has shaped the Project to what is 

proposed in this application. The management of effects includes the following measures: 

> The construction of the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Kororā Colonies for the relocation of kororā 

impacted by the Project (in accordance with the KPMP);  

> The implementation of management plans and landscaping plans; and  

> The undertaking of monitoring in accordance with the management plans.  

Part D of the application documentation contains a comprehensive suite of proposed 

conditions applicable to each of the approvals sought under the Act.  These conditions have 

been developed to ensure the effects of the Project are appropriately managed on an 

ongoing basis. 

14.3 ALIGNMENT WITH THE STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 

Notwithstanding the weighting of the purpose of the Act, the Project aligns with the overall 

management intentions specified in the relevant national, regional and district planning and 

other statutory documents, as set out in detail in Sections 10-13 of this report. In summary: 

> The Project has been assessed against and considered consistent with the relevant 

documents under the RMA, including the NPSUD, NPSFM, NPSIB, NES Freshwater, NES 

Soil, NZCPS, RPS and Plan Change 1 to the RPS, NRP and Plan Change 1 to the NRP, the 

2024 District Plan and the 2000 District Plan. In addition, relevant treaty settlement 

legislation has been considered; 

> The Project is considered to be consistent with the relevant requirements of the 

Reserves Act, and with provisions of Tātou ki Uta Coastal Reserves Management Plan; 

> The Project is considered consistent with the purpose of the ‘protective purpose’ of the 

Wildlife Act; and  

> The Project is considered consistent with the purpose and principles of the HNZPT Act.  

Therefore, while greater weighting is afforded to the purpose of the Act, the Project would 

merit approval under conventional consenting and approval processes.  
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14.4 CONSULTATION  

WIAL has consulted extensively with mana whenua, other interested and potentially 

affected parties, the wider community, and relevant regulatory authorities with respect to 

the Project. This consultation has informed the various environmental assessments and will 

continue throughout the fast-track decision making process and during the subsequent 

construction of the Project. 

14.5 CONCLUDING STATEMENT  

Overall, the Project (including the proposed conditions) is entirely consistent with the 

purpose of the Act.  The Project has also been developed to be consistent with the purpose 

of the underlying statutes due to the approach of WIAL of managing the effects of the 

Project, whilst having significant economic benefits. 
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