BRF-6107

15 May 2025

Helios CAN Op LP
Jeffery Schlichting - Managing Director, Helios
c/- Sarah Brooks

s 9(2)(a)

Dear Jeffrey and Sarah

Notice of Decisions on application for referral of The Grampians Solar Project under the Fast-
track Approvals Act 2024

This notice of decisions is for an application received from Helios CAN Op LP for referral of The
Grampians Solar Project (the project) under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) that has
been accepted by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) under section 21(1)(c) and is being
referred under section 26(2)(a).

The project is described as the establishment and operation of a 300-megawatt alternating current
(MWac) solar farm with co-located battery energy storage. The project area is located on 574 hectares
of pastoral land in the south-eastern corner of the Mackenzie Basin, 21 km south-east of Tekapo in
the Canterbury Region comprised in the following Records of Title: CB22F/781, CB22F/783,
CB22F/784, and CB529/50.

The project comprises:
a. approximately 500,000 photovoltaic panels, panel mounting structures, and steel piles

b. associated componentsincludinginverters, transformers and electrical cabling to connect the
solar panel arrays to the substation

c. an operations and maintenance building, 1-2 spare parts containers, new and upgraded
access tracks, parking and storage yard, water tanks, fencing, and a security system

d. energy storage facilities providing approximately 100 megawatt-hours (MWh) of storage
capacity

e. a220 kilovolt (kV) substation connecting the solar project to the National Grid located within
the solar project site
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f. new and infill planting along existing shelterbelts, boundaries and native species
enhancement of gullies and intermittent waterways

g. ancillary farming infrastructure for ongoing sheep grazing (water troughs and fencing).

The approvals sought are resource consents that would otherwise be required under the Resource
Management Act 1991.

Decision on referral application and reasons

The Minister has decided to accept the referral application for the whole project under section
21(1)(c) and refer the project to the fast-track approvals process under section 26(2)(a).

The Minister is satisfied that the project meets the criteria under section 22 as:

1. the projectis aninfrastructure project because it involves the establishment and
operation of a solar farm with co-located battery energy storage

2. the project would have significant regional or national benefits by:

a. delivering new regionally or nationally significant infrastructure, as confirmed by the
Minister of Energy, which could power approximately 70,000 households annually

b. delivering economic benefits including increasing the supply of electricity, which
could reduce wholesale electricity prices, and creating 300 jobs during peak
construction periods

c. providing a new large-scale energy source, which is crucial for primary industries such
as agriculture, mining, and forestry

d. supporting climate change mitigation and adaptation, including the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions, by establishing a new renewable energy source with
battery storage

e. addressing significant environmental issues by supporting climate change mitigation
and adaptation

3. referring the project to the fast-track approvals process:

a. would facilitate the project, including by enabling it to be processed in a more timely
and cost-effective way than under normal processes; and

b. isunlikely to materially affect the efficient operation of the fast-track approvals
process.

The Minister is satisfied that there is no reason he must decline the project under section 21(3) of
the Act.
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Specified matters for accepted referral application

Helios CAN Op LP lodged the referral application and is specified as the person who is authorised to
lodge a substantive application for this project under section 27(2).

Under section 28(3)(d)(ii), the deadline for lodging a substantive application for this project is 15
May 2027.

The Minister has specified under section 27(3)(b)(ii) that the following information must be
submitted with a substantive application lodged for the project:

a.
b.

a flood and natural hazard risk assessment

a landscape and visual assessment, that considers any effects of the project on the
Outstanding Natural Landscape Values of Te Manahuna (Mackenzie Basin) as identified in
the Mackenzie District Plan and the Regionally Significant Landscape as identified in the
Canterbury Regional Policy Statement, including any proposed mitigation measures. The
assessment should include an assessment on any cumulative effects on landscape
associated with the development of multiple solar farms in the Mackenzie Basin.

an independently peer-reviewed ecological assessment that includes but is not limited to
detailed information on the proposal including any effects on significant indigenous
vegetation and habitats of indigenous biodiversity (including taonga species) within the
project area, existing ecological values, construction methodology, and proposed
mitigation and management measures. The assessment should evaluate the potential
ecological effects and their significance and determine whether any wetland areas meet
the ecologically significant wetland criteria.

detailed information on the species used for planting, particularly for shelterbelt planting

an application for all necessary resource consents that would be required under the RMA.

The Minister has also specified under section 27(3)(b)(iii) that the expert panel must invite
comments from the following persons or groups, in addition to those from whom comments are
invited under section 53:

a.
b.
C.

Transpower New Zealand Limited
Alpine Energy Limited (the local lines company)
Minister for Energy
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If you have any queries about this notice of decisions, please email referral@fasttrack.govt.nz or
alternatively, phone the fast-track call centre on 0800 225 537.

Yours sincerely

)

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

cc: Written notice of decisions under section 28(1):
any person invited to comment (s17(1):

— the relevant local authorities: Mackenzie District Council and Canterbury Regional
Council

— the relevant portfolio Ministers: Minister for the Environment, Minister for Energy, and
Minister for Climate Change

— therelevant administering agencies: Ministry for the Environment

— the Maori groups identified in the list provided to the Minister: Te Rinanga o Ngai Tahu,
Te Rinanga o Arowhenua, Te Rinanga o Waihao, Te Riunanga o Moeraki, Aoraki
Environmental Consultancy Limited, and Aukaha

— any other persons: Transpower New Zealand Limited and Alpine Energy Limited

cc: Written notice where Minister accepts the application and refers the project (s28(2)):
— the Panel Convener, including all the related information received by the Minister

— the EPA, including all the related information received by the Minister
— therelevant administering agencies: Ministry for the Environment
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