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 Decision under section 46 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024  

August 2025 

DECISION ON COMPLETENESS AND SCOPE for The Point Solar Farm under section 46 of the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024   

1. This document records the EPA’s decision on whether the substantive application submitted 
by Farm North Solar Farm Ltd on 24 July 2025 complies with section 46 of the Fast-track 
Approvals Act 2024 (the Act). 

2. In consultation with all relevant administering agencies and relevant consent authorities and 
in consideration of the completeness and scope requirements of section 46 of the Act, I have 
determined that the substantive application for The Point Solar Farm does not comply with 
all the requirements of section 46(2) of the Act. 

3. The reasons for the EPA’s decision that the application does not comply are as follows: 
• The consent application does not contain an assessment against numerous relevant 

policies and objectives in the Canterbury Regional Council Policy Statement (CRPS), or 
the assessment was not in sufficient detail, as required by clauses 5(1)(h) and 5(2) of 
Schedule 5, and section 44 of the Act. In particular: 

o assessment against the following policies in the CRPS is missing: 7.3.3, 7.3.6, 
7.3.7, 9.3.1, 10.3.1, 10.3.2, 10.3.4, 11.3.1, 11.3.2, 11.3.5, 12.3.4, 18.3.1, 18.3.2. 

o assessment against the following objectives in the CRPS is missing: 9.2.3, 
10.2.1, 10.2.3, 11.2.1, 18.2.1, 18.2.2; and 

o assessment against the following policies in the CRPS is insufficient: 5.3.9, 
5.3.12, 7.3.1, 10.3.5, 15.3.1, 16.3.4, 16.3.5, 17.3; and 

o assessment against the following objectives in the CRPS is insufficient: 5.2.2, 
9.2.2, 9.2.3, 10.2.3, 10.2.4, 15.2.1, 17.2.1. 

• The application for a concession does not contain information about the extent to 
which the project is consistent with the relevant conservation management strategy, 
being the Canterbury (Waitaha) Conservation Management Strategy 2016, as required 
by clause 3(1)(d) Schedule 6 of the Act. 

• The consent application does not include a description of whether the site at which 
the activity is to occur is within or adjacent to a statutory area, as required by clause 
5(1)(b)(i) of Schedule 5 of the Act. 

• The application does not comply with section 42(3) of the Act, in that it sought an 
application for a concession for a person who is neither the applicant nor an 
authorised person (as defined in the Act). 
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• The application does not comply with section 42(4) of the Act, in that it sought an 
approval not listed in subsection (4) (being an easement application under section 60 
of the Land Act 1948). 

Conflict of interest 

4. The EPA Board has delegated the decision-making power in section 46 to me under an 
instrument of delegation dated 5 February 2025. I confirm that I do not have any conflict of 
interest in respect of this application that would prevent me making this decision. 

 
 
Signed 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Elliott Dennett 
Team Leader under delegated authority 

Dated: 14 August 2025 
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