


 

 

 

 

measures by way of mitigation, offset or compensation may be appropriate to 
address those effects”.3 

CRC position on existing environment for the Genesis Fast Track application 

8. CRC agrees that for this particular Application, that the existing environment against 
which the effects of the proposal must be considered is the current state of the 
environment, including existing environmental processes.  This includes the existing 
structures as these are permitted activities under the LWRP, along with the 
associated water takes, uses, diversion, damming and discharges. The Council’s 
reasons for its position are summarised as follows: 

(a) The existing dam structures are permitted activities under the LWRP. 

(b) Rule 15A of the WCWARP provides that any activity that is part of the Waitaki 
Power Scheme, for which a consent is held and is the subject of an 
application for a new consent for the same activity and is: 

(i) the use of water for the generation of electricity; or 

(ii) the taking, damming or diverting of water for storage; or 

(iii) the taking or diverting of water into canals; or 

(iv) the taking, damming, or diverting of water to protect the structural 
integrity of dams, power houses, canals and appurtenant structures; 

is a controlled activity, provided the activity complies with Rules 2, 3, 6 and 7.  
In this case the application falls under this controlled activity rule and 
resource consent must therefore be granted 

(c) In relation to the associated water takes, uses, diversion, damming and 
discharges, the Council agrees that assessing the environment as an “Eden” 
pre-scheme environment, would be fanciful or unrealistic given that (i) the 
very purpose of the structures is to dam water with its consequential effects 
and (ii) returning the environment to a pre-scheme environment would itself 
trigger the need for resource consent. 

(d) Although only directly relevant to the section 15 discharges, the LWRP (in 
section 1.2.6 and Policy 4.51) makes it clear that in relation to existing hydro-
electricity generation assets that the infrastructure, and associated water 
takes, use, damming, diverting and discharge of water is to be considered as 
part of the existing environment.  However, as is addressed further below, 
reductions in any adverse effects on the environment are a consideration 
relevant to this proposal. 

9. While CRC agrees that the existing environment for the purposes of assessing the 
proposal is the current statement of the environment, it is important to record that 
CRC does not consider that this means that the ongoing effects associated with the 
operation of the TPS do not have to be considered.  In relation to this the Council’s 
position is: 

(a) As set out in the original opinion given in support of Genesis’s Application, to 
the extent that the operation of the TPS is having ongoing adverse effects 
that this is a matter (to the extent that it falls within the matters of control) that 
does require consideration, including the extent to which measures by way of 
mitigation, offset or compensation are appropriate to address those effects. 

(b) This is consistent with the LWRP Policy 4.51 which requires consideration to 
be given to reductions in adverse effects on the environment and section 
1.2.6 of the LWRP which states “When resource consents expire for this 
infrastructure and associated water abstractions and discharges, the activity 
must be reassessed as if new even when there is no practical alternative to 

 
3 Appendix F to Fast Track Application, paragraph 5(g). 






