Graham Bell
Chair
Ngati Haua Iwi Trust/ Te Whiringa Kakaho o Ngati Haua

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe Graham Bell

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by
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Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc s 9(2)(a)
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




James Palmer
Secretary for the Environment
Ministry for the Environment

s 9(2)(a)

Dear James Palmer

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(1)(c) of the Act (which
requires the Minister to seek comments on a referral application from the relevant administering
agencies). | invite the Ministry for the Environment to provide written comments on the referral
application as the administering agency for the Resource Management Act 1991.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
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project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the
substantive application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the

portal, please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Yours sincerely

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc s 9(2)(a)
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. thetake and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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Mokoro Gillet
Chair
Ngati Haua lwi Trust

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe Mokoro Gillet

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.
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If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc s 9(2)(a)
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Pukawa Marae
Ngati Manunui

s 9(2)(2)

Téna koe Pukawa Marae

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.
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If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc s 9(2)(a)

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Poukura Marae
Ngati Parekaawa

s 9(2)(2)

Téna koe Poukura Marae

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by
The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853



If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Kataraina Hodge
Chair
Raukawa Settlement Trust

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe Kataraina Hodge

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.
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If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by
The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853



Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Julie Gardyne
Chief Executive
Taupo District Council

s 9(2)(a)

Dear Julie Gardyne

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(1)(a) of the Act, | invite
Tuapo District Council to provide written comments on the referral application. Under section 17(3)
of the Act and without limiting any general comments under subsection (1)(a), Taupo District Council
must provide comments advising on the following matters:

1. Any applications that have been lodged with the Council that would be a competing
application or applications if a substantive application for the project were lodged. If no such
applications exist, please also confirm this in writing.

2. Inrelation to projects seeking approval of a resource consent under section 42(4)(a) of the
Act, whether there any existing resource consents issued where sections 124C(1)(c) or 165ZI
of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) could apply, if the project were to be applied
for as a resource consent under the RMA. If no such consents exist, please also confirm this in
writing.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
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confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from anyone outside of your
organisation.

Written comments must be received within 20 working days of receipt of this letter and a copy of
the application. The Minister is not required to consider information received outside of this time
frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in making decisions on whether
to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the project, any comments received
may assist in determining the information that must be submitted with the substantive application.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the
substantive application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Yours sincerely

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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Wiari Ruhina
Te Kotahitanga o Ngati TGwharetoa

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe Wiari

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.
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If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Bella Takiari-Brame
Chair
The Lines Company

s 9(2)(a)

Dear Bella Takiari-Brame

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(5) of the Act. | invite
you to provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or discussed anyone outside of your organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will be
required to complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then be able to lodge their

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by
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substantive application for the approvals they require. An expert panel will be appointed to decide
the substantive application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Yours sincerely

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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James Kilty
Chief Executive Officer
Transpower New Zealand Limited

s 9(2)(a)

Dear James Kilty

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(5) of the Act. | invite
you to provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or discussed anyone outside of your organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will be
required to complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then be able to lodge their

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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substantive application for the approvals they require. An expert panel will be appointed to decide
the substantive application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Yours sincerely

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc s 9(2)(a)
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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John Bishara
Tawharetoa Maori Trust board

s 9(2)(2)

Téna koe John Bishara

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.
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If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)
Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Waihi Pukawa Land Trust

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by
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Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




Chris McLay
Chief Executive Officer
Waikato Regional Council

s 9(2)(a)

Dear Chris MclLay

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(1)(a) of the Act, | invite
Waikato Regional Council to provide written comments on the referral application. Under section
17(3) of the Act and without limiting any general comments under subsection (1)(a), Waikato
Regional Council must provide comments advising on the following matters:

1. Any applications that have been lodged with the Council that would be a competing
application or applications if a substantive application for the project were lodged. If no such
applications exist, please also confirm this in writing.

2. In relation to projects seeking approval of a resource consent under section 42(4)(a) of the
Act, whether there any existing resource consents issued where sections 124C(1)(c) or 1652l
of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) could apply, if the project were to be applied
for as a resource consent under the RMA. If no such consents exist, please also confirm this in
writing.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from anyone outside of your
organisation.
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Written comments must be received within 20 working days of receipt of this letter and a copy of
the application. The Minister is not required to consider information received outside of this time
frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in making decisions on whether
to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the project, any comments received
may assist in determining the information that must be submitted with the substantive application.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the
substantive application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via

the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,
please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Yours sincerely

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details

cc: s 9(2)(a)
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.
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Waituhi Kuratau Land Trust

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

Ilana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.




William Konui
Waituhi Kuratau Land Trust

s 9(2)(a)

Téna koe

Invitation to provide written comments on an application for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

An application has been received by the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister) from King Country
Energy Limited (the applicant) for referral of the Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme project under
the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act) to the fast-track approvals process. Project summary
details are in Appendix A.

The purpose of the Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with
significant regional or national benefits. Section 22 of the Act sets out the criteria that inform the
Minister's decision-making process on referral applications.

| write under delegation from the Minister and in accordance with section 17(d) of the Act (which
requires consultation with relevant Maori groups identified under section 18(2)). | invite you to
provide written comments on the referral application.

The information you are receiving is being provided to you consistent with the statutory
requirements for consultation under section 17 of the Act. The information is being provided in-
confidence and should not be forwarded or comments sought from, anyone outside of your
organisation.

If you wish to provide written comments, these must be received within 20 working days of receipt
of this letter and copy of the application. The Minister is not required to consider information
received outside of this time frame. Comments received will inform the Minister’s considerations in
making decisions on whether to accept the referral application. If a decision is made to refer the
project, any comments received may assist in determining the information that must be submitted
with the substantive application.

If you provide written comments as a Maori consultation group, you may be entitled to a financial
contribution of $1,500 (excluding GST) under Schedule 2 of the Fast-Track Approvals (Cost Recovery)

fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK
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Regulations 2025. For information about contribution fees and invoices refer to the Fasttrack
webpage on Cost recovery for agencies.

If the Minister decides to accept the application and to refer the project, the applicant will need to
complete any preliminary steps required under the Act and then lodge their substantive application
for the approvals needed for the project. An expert panel will be appointed to decide the substantive
application.

Please upload your comments directly via the portal by completing the template for written
comments provided in Attachment 1. Alternatively, you are welcome to upload your comments via
the portal using your own format or document, if preferred.

Before the due date, if you have any queries about this letter or need assistance with using the portal,

please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875).

Naku noa, na

llana Miller
General Manager, Delivery and Operations

Appendix A: Project summary details
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Appendix A — Project summary details

Project name

Kuratau Hydro-Electric Power Scheme

Applicant name

King Country Energy Limited

Project summary
details

The project is to renew the consents for the Kuratau Hydro-Electric
Power Scheme (HEPS) approximately 36 km southwest of Taupo and
approximately 2.5 km north-west of Kuratau Village. The Scheme has
an installed generation capacity of 6 megaWatts and generates on
average 28 gigaWatt-hours per year and currently generates
renewable electricity by:

a. damming of the Kuratau River with an earth dam to form
Lake Kuratau;

b. the discharge of water from the Kuratau spillway to the
Kuratau River;

c. the take and use of water and the discharge of contaminants
from the canal to land; and

d. the discharge of water from the Kuratau power station
turbines to the Kuratau River by means of a tailrace.

The project will require the proposed approvals:

a. resource consents under the Resource Management Act
1991.






