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Kia ora  ,
 
I am writing to advise that Wellington International Airport Limited (“WIAL”) intends to apply for
approvals necessary under the Fast Track Approvals Act 2024 (“FTAA”) for the construction of the
Southern Seawall Renewal Project. The Southern Seawall Renewal Project was listed in Schedule 2
of the FTAA, and it is intended that an application for the project will be lodged with the
Environmental Protection Authority in September / October 2025. 
 
The application will seek approval for works that will help safeguard the long-term operation of the
Airport against natural hazards, increase the Airport’s resilience to climate change, and reduce the
increasing maintenance demands of the existing seawall. This will include (but is not restricted to):
 

Establishing two construction yards, and using them, along with an existing construction
yard, for storage and construction activities;

 
Reconstructing the Southern Seawall with rock and Cubipods; 

 
Remediating the eroding Eastern Bank with rock protection; and 

 
Creating two new kororā (little penguin) colonies. 

 
Of relevance to Ministry for the Environment, WIAL is seeking approvals that outside of the FTAA
process would typically be required under the Resource Management Act 1991 (“RMA”).
 
Throughout the preparation of the Southern Seawall Renewal Project, WIAL has engaged a wide
selection of technical experts to assist with the design of the project and the undertaking of
assessments of actual and potential environmental effects associated with the project. As a result
of the inputs provided by these technical experts the Southern Seawall Renewal Project will utilise
best practice construction methodologies, environmental monitoring methods, and operational
controls, management, and reporting measures.  Furthermore, WIAL will continue to actively
engage with relevant administering authorities, government agencies, environmental groups,
stakeholders, and members of the community as the project progresses.  These commitments will
be included in the proposed consent conditions provided as part of the FTAA application. 
 
To date, WIAL has undertaken substantial consultation with mana whenua, Greater Wellington
Regional Council, Wellington City Council, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and the
Department of Conservation. WIAL has also reached out to the NZ Transport Agency, the Ministry
of Culture and Heritage, Wellington Water Limited and the surrounding community regarding this
project. If in your capacity as one of the relevant administering agencies pursuant to section 11 (1)
(e) FTAA, you or the Ministry have any questions or matters you would like to discuss associated



with the application for the Southern Seawall Renewal under the FTAA, please let me know. 
 
We are happy to provide you with a pre-lodgement briefing in Wellington if that would be of
assistance.
 
 
Ngā mihi
 
 

 
 

 












