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MEMO  
  

To David Parker, Alayna Limmer  

From Ben Farrell 

Date 4 November 2025  

Subject Clutha Pumped Hydro Scheme: Review of RMA Plans for Prohibited Activities     

 

Introduction   
Purpose  

This memo summarises findings of a review of the relevant RMA provisions to identify what, if any, 
prohibitive activities might be triggered by the proposed Clutha Pumped Hydro Scheme (CPH).    

Preliminary findings  

The CPH has the potential to include two prohibited activities under the operative Otago Regional Water 
Plan (updated August 2025), under rules 12.C.0.3 and 13.6.1.1, as follows: 

• Rule 12.C.0.3 prohibits “any discharge of sediment from disturbed land to water in any: (i) Lake, 
river or Regionally Significant Wetland; or (ii) Drain or water race that flows to a lake, river, 
Regionally Significant Wetland, where no measure is taken to mitigate sediment runoff”. The 
CPH will disturb land through the construction process. During construction measures will be 
taken to mitigate sediment runoff and is anticipated to comply with this rule. However, after 
construction, and subject to interpretation of Rule 12.C.0.3, there is potential that lowering the 
lake levels (from time to time as proposed) may result in unmitigated sediment runoff from 
‘disturbed land’ into a lake, river, or Regionally Significant Wetland.   

• Rule 13.6.1.1 prohibits the introduction of plant/vegetation material of certain pest species to 
the bed or water of any Otago lake, river, or any Regionally Significant Wetland. The CPH will 
pump water from the Clutha River / Mata-Au to Lake Onslow and will affect rivers and a 
Regionally Significant Wetland. The Clutha River / Mata-Au is known to contain some of the 
listed pest species subject to this rule, including Lagarosiphon. It is unclear if Lake Onslow would 
support, or already contains, any of the listed pest plant species. Consequently, there is potential 
for the CPH to introduce material from the listed plant species, including Lagarosiphon, to a 
lake, river, or Regionally Significant Wetland.   

Practically, detailed investigation at the substantive application / consenting stage would confirm if the 
CPH will or will not trigger the abovementioned prohibited activities.   

Information relied on  

Numerous publications and reports available from MBIE’s website have been used to understand the 
proposal, as well as the “project description for consultation purposes” (copy attached) prepared for the 
purposes of the FTA Referral application process. The following RMA plans have been reviewed: 

• All National Environmental Standards (NES)  
• Otago Regional Water Plan  
• Otago Regional Air Plan 
• Otago Regional Coastal Plan 
• Central Otago District Council District Plan   










