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Have you considered DOC’s statutory planning documents? 
Your easement concession must not be inconsistent with DOC’s relevant statutory planning documents6 

as they set out how DOC and our Treaty partners manage public conservation land. Statutory planning 

documents can have a direct impact on your application. 

Book a pre-application meeting with DOC staff if you require assistance navigating DOC’s statutory 

planning documents. 

Have you considered the environmental effects of your easement concession? 
It is your responsibility, as the applicant for the concession (easement), to provide a detailed 
description of the: 

• Activity. 

• The potential effects. 

• Ways that you can remedy, mitigate or avoid any potential adverse effects. 

A list of potential effects is supplied in this application form, under section K Effects Assessment for 
you to consider and attach to this application. The size and scale or your environmental effects 
assessment should be in proportion with the size and sale of the activity and its potential effects. You will 
need to describe the existing environment, the potential effects and describe your methods to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate these effects. For further information check DOC’s Environmental Impact 
Assessment7 and DOC’s guide to preparing your environmental impact assessment8. We also 
recommend that you read the standard conditions in the concession (easement) template9 about 
protecting the environment to inform your application. In many cases an Assessment of Environmental 
Effect (AEE) prepared for a resource consent under the Resource Management Act 1991 may be 
sufficient. 

Book a pre-application meeting with DOC staff if you require assistance in scoping the environmental 

effects you will need to consider in your application. 

How do I submit my application? 
Email your completed application, recommended location forms, and any other attachments to: 

permissions@doc.govt.nz 

What happens next? 
Once received, your application will be assessed by DOC. If your application is complete, DOC will begin 

processing. 

If your application is incomplete it will be returned to you for more information. 

Why does DOC ask for this information? 

The questions in this application form are designed to cover the requirements set out in conservation 
legislation. Your answers allow us to assess: 

 

• The effects of your activity and your proposed methods to avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse 

effects of the activity. 

• Your qualifications, resources, skills and experience to adequately conduct the activity on public 

conservation land. 

 
 
 

 

 
6 https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/ 
7  https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/managing-your-concession/environmental-impact-assessment/ 
8 https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/about-doc/concessions-and-permits/concessions/guide-to-environmental-impact- 
assessments.pdf 
9 https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/about-doc/concessions-and-permits/concessions/concession- 
contract-easement.pdf 
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• Your creditworthiness is a factor in determining whether DOC should extend credit to you and set 

up a DOC customer accounts receivable credit account for cost recovery. To make this 

assessment DOC will supply your information to a credit checking agency. 

Note: Information collected by DOC will be supplied to a debt collection agency in the event of non- 
payment of payable fees. 

Treaty Partner consultation 
DOC has a statutory responsibility to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. One component 
of this may be DOC consulting with Treaty Partners about your application. This consultation will feed into 
DOC’s decision-making process. More information can be found on the DOC website on our 
iwi/hapū/whānau consultation10 page. 

Contact your local DOC office11 if you require further information about consultation. 

What fees will I pay? 
You may be required to pay a processing fee for this application regardless of whether your application 
is granted or not. You may request an estimate of the processing fees for your application. If you request 
an estimate, DOC may require you to pay the reasonable costs of the estimate prior to it being prepared. 
DOC will not process your application until the estimate has been provided to you. In addition, if you are 
granted an easement concession over public conservation land you may also be required to pay a bond, 
insurance, monitoring fees and ongoing concession easement activity12 and management fees. 
Minor easement concession fees are listed on the Access/Easement13 page on the DOC website. 

DOC will invoice your processing fees after your application has been considered. If your application is 
large or complex, DOC may undertake billing at intervals periodically during processing until a decision is 
made. If you withdraw your application DOC will invoice you for the costs incurred up to the point of your 
withdrawal. 

Your application will set up a credit account with DOC. See the checklist at the end of the form for the 

terms and conditions you need to accept for a DOC credit account. 

Will my application be publicly notified? 
• Your application for an easement concession may be publicly notified if having regard to the 

effects of the activity it is considered appropriate to do so.14 

What does DOC require if my application is approved? 
If your application is approved DOC may require: 

• Insurance to indemnify the Minister of Conservation against any claims or liabilities arising from 

your actions. The level of insurance cover will depend on the activity. 

• A bond may be required to be in place before undertaking your activity.15 

Note: The Minister can vary the easement concession if the information on which the easement 

concession was granted contained material inaccuracies. DOC may also recover any costs incurred. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
10 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/iwi-consultation/ 
11 https://www.doc.govt.nz/footer-links/contact-us/office-by-name/ 
12  https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/managing-your-concession/ongoing-concession-fees/ 
13 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/business-or-activity/access-easements/ 
14 http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/DLM7475509.html 
15 http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/DLM104654.html 
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Registration 
If you wish to register the easement concession on the Record of Title (formerly known as a Certificate of 
Title) you need to: 

• Discuss with DOC your intention to register your application. 

• Record your intent to register in section M Registration on a Record of Title. 

• Gain DOC’s permission to register your application. 

• Engage your own legal advice to complete your registration. 

• Check the conditions in the concession (easement) template. 

• Provide detailed plans to DOC (GIS shapefiles (.shp) are recommended). 

Note: The applicant will be responsible for registering the easement concession and all the costs of 
registration. 









    

    
 

 

As part of the decarbonisation of New Zealand, Far North Solar Farm Ltd intends to construct a 450MWp solar farm on 
670ha of leased farmland at the northern point of Lake Benmore near Twizel. An application to construct the solar farm is 
included in Schedule 2 – Listed Projects of the Fast-Track Approvals Act 2024: Far North Solar Farm Ltd – The Point Solar 
Farm. The Point Solar Farm will connect into a new Transpower New Zealand Limited owned substation before injecting 
into the National Grid via the existing Benmore-Islington A transmission line. 

 

To access the solar farm site (and the required new substation site), it will be necessary to traverse an area of the 
Bendrose Stream situated on land owned by Bendrose Farm 2014 Limited (see approximate area marked orange on aerial 
below). The Bendrose Stream has an average width of over 3 meters and is subject to sections 24(1) & (2) of the 
Conservation Act 1987. The streambed is Crown Land which will require a separate application to LINZ for 
easement rights. 

 
FNSF has an agreement to easement for this purpose from Bendrose Station, but due to the stream crossing 
requires an easement/concession from DoC. An application for consent has been submitted under the FTA 
and accompanies this concession application.  
 

The proposed solar farm connection into the National Grid is secured by way of a Transpower Works Agreement (TWA) 
and a conditional Property Rights Agreement between Transpower New 
Zealand Limited and Far North Solar Far Limited (“PRA). Whilst Transpower will separately be seeking their own DoC 
concession outside of this FTA application, FNSF will require construction access and the installation of fibre optic cable to 
construct, maintain and operate the proposed new solar farm and substation, the subject of this application. A registered 
Concession easement will be required in the name of Far North Solar Farm for right of way and telecommunications. 

 

NB:  Please refer to the Agreement between the Department of Conservation and Transpower New Zealand Limited dated 
2 November 2015 for the agreed terms and conditions of concessions as benchmark for this application. 

 

Bendrose Stream:  There is an existing box culvert and farm access track crossing the Bendrose Stream.  Far North 
Solar Farm seeks rights to cross the Bendrose Stream as the crossing will be the access route to both the solar farm and 
the new substation. Bendrose Farm 2014 Limited has agreed to grant various access rights to Far North Solar Farm 
Limited to enable the establishment of the solar farm and substation. 
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Location of solar farm and stream crossing (Top left) 

 
Location of solar farm and stream crossing (Centre) 
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Location of stream crossing (Centre) 

 

 
Bendrose Stream crossing on Bendrose Station 
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No- The DOC marginal strip intersects between both properties and the fibre optic cable will need to 
intersect at some point. 
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Yes 
 
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16 https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/ 


















