SUBMISSION OF PETER ROUGH

To the Expert Panel considering Matakanui Gold Limited’s application for the Bendigo-Ophir
Gold Project under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

PART 1: PERSONAL SUBMISSION
Introduction

1 On 11 March 2026, my wife (Cheryl Lilian Lucas) and | received an invitation from Fast-
track at the New Zealand Government to comment on the application for the Bendigo-
Ophir Gold Project.

Land ownership and connection to Bendigo

2 My wife and | reside in Lyttelton but own a 3.4779 ha property legally described as I
h located on Bendigo Loop Road at its junction with Blue Mines Road. We
acquired the land in 1997. It was formerly part of Bendigo Station and was kept in my
wife’s family after her parents sold the station in 1979 having owned it for 33 years.

3 Our property is a generally flat rectangular block and for a period in the 1860s, it formed
part of the former Town of Bendigo. A plan for the township in our possession shows
our property subdivided into 31 small lots, and we understand that remnants of a small
stone building on the property was a hotel during the township period.

4 The property is now well fenced and includes a vehicle track leading to an installation of
managed beehives. It is not grazed and contains one very large and several smaller pine
trees, areas of pasture grasses and rosehip briar, as well as remnant plantings from its
township days, including a grapevine, fruit trees, roses, and rosemary bushes. With
considerable difficulty we have established some small stands of kanuka propagated by
my wife from locally collected seed.

5 We have considered constructing a dwelling on the property. Although concept
drawings have been prepared by an architect, the Canterbury Earthquake Sequence
disrupted our plans. Whether or not we build our intention is to retain the property for
the future benefit of our daughter and granddaughter.

Wider familiarity with the Ardgour and Bendigo areas

6 |havebeen visiting the Bendigo area since 1973 and have developed considerable
familiarity with both Bendigo Station and the wider landscape.

7  This has included accompanying my father-in-law in farm vehicles over parts of the
station, making numerous trips on Ardgour Road between Tarras and Lindis Crossing,
travelling on Thomsons Gorge Road from Ardgour Valley over Thomsons Saddle to the
Manubherikia Valley, visiting Welshtown on numerous occasions, and often walking
tracks within the Bendigo Reserve.

8 Since 1980, | have stayed regularly in a farm dwelling on a 24-hectare property located
between State Highway 8 and the Clutha River, extending approximately 1.8 kilometres
northwards from a point opposite the Bendigo Station homestead. This property has
remained in my wife’s family ownership since the sale of the station in 1979.

Proximity to the project

9 While most of our property lies within Mineral Prospecting Permit No. 60311 (near the
permit area’s north-western corner), the principal components of the proposed project,
in the Shepherd and Rise and Shine stream valleys, are located approximately 4.5-9.5
km from the closest boundary of our land. Due to intervening landforms, these features
will not be visible from our property. Notwithstanding this, | have significant concerns



































