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1. The Ministry for the Environment (on behalf of the Secretary for the Environment) has
prepared this report on Treaty settlements and other obligations under section 18 of the
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act), in relation to the Waikato West Coast Mussel Spat

Nursery Critical Industry Infrastructure referral application.

2. The applicant, North Western Mussels Limited, proposes to establish and operate a new
approximately 700-hectare mussel spat nursery farm roughly three to five kilometres
offshore from the coastline near Whaingaroa / Raglan. The applicant is seeking resource
consents (coastal permits) under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) and an
aquaculture decision under Schedule 5 clause 20 of the Act. No other approvals are being

sought for the application.



3. Section 18(2) of the Act requires that the report provide a list of relevant Maori groups,
including relevant iwi authorities and Treaty settlement entities. We have identified Te
Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc, Te Ohu Kaimoana, six Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai
Moana) Act 2011 (MACA) applicant groups, Aotea Harbour Mataiatai Reserve, and Ngati
Tahinga hapi local fishery as relevant groups for this project area, which we have listed at
Attachment 3.

4. We have identified the Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992, Maori
Fisheries Act 2004 and the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004,
as relevant to the project area. Negotiations over Waikato Tainui remaining claims are in
their early stages. No Mana Whakahono & Rohe or joint management agreements are
relevant to the project area. The completed settlements do not place any procedural
requirements on you in relation to the application.

5. However, should you accept the application for referral, the panel may wish to consider
whether the project would affect the exercise of customary fishing and food gathering within
the mataitai and area/rohe moana.

6. Inresponse to the invitation for Maori groups to comment under section 17(1)(d) of the Act,
you received comments on the application from Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc, Te Ohu
Kaimoana (TOKM), and Tainui o Tainui. Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc noted they have
unresolved Treaty claims over the project area and do not yet have a position on the
project. They also emphasised the need for further engagement and more detailed
assessment of effects guided by mana whenua. TOKM remains neutral on the application
and recognises its potential economic benefits but noted concerns about impacts on
customary fishing interests. TOKM advises the project may trigger a new space
aquaculture settlement obligation, and the applicant needs to engage directly with tangata
tiaki of area/rohe moana. Tainui o Tainui opposes the application, citing potential non-
compliance issues, risk to Maui dolphins, impact on customary fishing grounds and Treaty
rights, and impacts from storm damage.

7. The Minister for Maori Development and the Minister for Maori Crown Relations; Te
Arawhiti support the application for referral and recommend that the panel considering a
substantive application: maintain ongoing engagement with the relevant Maori groups
responsible for customary fisheries management in the project area; consider the potential
impacts of the project on customary fishing practices, including within the nearby Aotea
Harbour Mataitai Reserve and the customary fisheries rohe moana associated with Ngati
Tahinga and Nga Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa; and ensure that any aquaculture settlement
obligations are appropriately recognised and provided for should the proposal proceed.

8. We do not consider there are any matters identified in section 18 which make it more
appropriate for the proposed approvals to be authorised under another Act or Acts.

Signature

Ben Bunting
Manager — Fast-track Operations
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Introduction

9.

10.

11.

Under section 18 of the Act, you must obtain and consider a report on Treaty settlements
and other obligations for each referral application, prepared by the responsible agency
(Secretary for the Environment.

The information which must be provided in this report includes:

a. relevant iwi authorities, Treaty settlement entities, applicant groups under MACA,
and other Maori groups with interests in the project area;

b. relevant principles and provisions in Treaty settlements and other arrangements;

c. a summary of comments and further information received from invited Maori
groups; and

d. advice on whether it may be more appropriate to deal with the matters that would
be authorised by the proposed approvals under another Act or Acts.

This report is structured accordingly. We have provided a list of the relevant provisions of
section 18 at Attachment 1.

Proposed project

12.

13.

14.

The applicant, North Western Mussels Limited, proposes to establish and operate a new
approximately 700-hectare mussel spat nursery farm roughly three to five kilometres
offshore from the coastline near Whaingaroa / Raglan, on the west coast of the Waikato
Region. The spat nursery farm will use conventional longline methods at four sites for the
purpose of spat catching and seed holding and transfer of Greenshell mussel (Perna
canaliculus). The juvenile mussels from the four sites will be transferred from the project
area to existing marine farms in the Coromandel and Bay of Plenty for grow-out and
harvesting.

The applicant is seeking resource consents (coastal permits) that would otherwise be
sought under the RMA for aquaculture activities, occupation of coastal space, the
installation and maintenance of structures, and discharges associated with the operation
of the mussel spat nurseries. Additionally, the project will require an aquaculture decision
under Schedule 5 clause 20 of the Fast-track Approvals Act. No other approvals are being
sought for the application.

We have provided location maps at Attachment 2.

Relevant iwi authorities, Treaty settlement entities, and other Maori groups

15. We note that some entities identified below may be included in more than one category.

We have included a composite list of all groups at Attachment 3.

Iwi authorities

16.

Under section 4(2) of the Act, ‘iwi authority’ has the same meaning as in section 2(1) of the
RMA:

the authority which represents an iwi and which is recognised by that iwi as having
authority to do so.

17. We consider the following groups to be the relevant iwi authorities for the project area:

a. Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc representing Waikato-Tainui.
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Treaty settlement entities
18. Under section 4(1) of the Act, “Treaty settlement entity” means any of the following:

(a) a post-settlement governance entity (PSGE):

(b) a board, trust, committee, authority, or other body, incorporated or unincorporated,
that is recognised in or established under any Treaty settlement Act:

(c) an entity or a person that is authorised by a Treaty settlement Act to act for a natural
resource feature with legal personhood:

(d) Te Ohu Kai Moana or a mandated iwi organisation (as those terms are defined in
section 5(1) of the Maori Fisheries Act 2004):

(e) an iwi aquaculture organisation (as defined in section 4 of the Maori Commercial
Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004).
19. Under the Act, a PSGE:

(a) means a body corporate or the trustees of a trust established, for the purpose of
receiving redress in the Treaty settlement of a claimant group,

(i) by that group; or
(i) by or under an enactment or order of a court; and
(b) includes—

(i) an entity established to represent a collective or combination of claimant
groups; and

(ii) an entity controlled by an entity referred to in paragraph (a); and

(iii) an entity controlled by a hapd to which redress has been transferred by an
entity referred to in paragraph (a).

20. In keeping with the procedural principles outlined at section 10 of the Act, we only identify
those PSGEs which are specified in the relevant Treaty settlement Act or Treaty settlement
deed.!

21. We have identified the following relevant Treaty settlement entities (including mandated iwi
organisations (MIO) under the Maori Fisheries Act 2004) and iwi aquaculture organisations
(IAO) under the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004, which may
be relevant for this project area:

a. Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc representing Waikato-Tainui, MIO and IAO for
Waikato-Tainui; and

b. TOKM.?

' Should a panel be made aware of a Treaty settlement entity established after the Treaty settlement Act is
enacted (e.g. on the advice of a PSGE), then there would appear to be nothing to prevent the panel from
inviting that entity to comment on the application under section 53(2)(c) of the Act.

2 TOKM is the trustee of the Fisheries Settlement established under the Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims)
Settlement Act 1992 and manages the quota of iwi groups that do not have a MIO listed in the Maori Fisheries
Act 2004.
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Groups mandated to negotiate Treaty settlements

22. Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc has a recognised mandate to negotiate a Treaty
settlement in relation to the Waikato-Tainui remaining claims over an area which may
include the project area, and is in the early stages of negotiating this Treaty settlement with
the Crown.

Takutai Moana groups and nga hapu o Ngati Porou

23. At the time of writing, there are no groups with court orders or agreements that recognise
protected customary rights (PCR) or customary marine title (CMT) within the project area
under MACA.

24. The following applicant groups are seeking recognition of CMT or PCR within the project
area, under MACA:

a. MAC-01-04-012/ CIV-2017-404-575 Te Ruunanga o Ngaati Mahuta ki te
Hauaauru, CMT PCR,;

b. MAC-01-04-001/ CIV-2017-419-080 Kawhia Tangata, Aotea Whenua,
Whaingaroa Moana CMT;

c. MAC-01-04-014 / CIV-2017-419-084 Ngaa marae o te takutai moana o Waikato-
Tainui, CMT PCR;

d. MAC-01-04-011/ CIV-2017-419-083 Tainui hapu o Tainui Waka, CMT PCR;
e. MAC-01-03-005 Ngati Mahanga, CMT PCR,;

f. MAC-01-04-010 Ngati Whakamarurangi/Tainui i.e. Ngati Koata, Ngati Motemote,
Ngati Tahinga, CMT PCR;

25. The project area is not within nga rohe moana o nga hapi o Ngati Porou (as set out in the
Nga Rohe Moana o Nga Hapu o Ngati Porou Act 2019).

Iwi or hapi whose practices are recognised under the Fisheries Act 1996 through
regulation or bylaws

26. The project area does not include a taiapure-local fisheries area. However, the Aotea
Harbour and Adjacent Waters Mataitai Reserve lies south of the project area, close to Site
D (the southern-most aquaculture block of the project). This mataitai reserve was
established by Fisheries (Declaration of Mataitai Reserve at Aotea Harbour and Adjacent
Waters, and Appointment of Tangata Kaitiaki/Tiaki) Notice 2008 (No. F433) pursuant to
Regulations 23, 24 and 25 of the Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Regulations
1998. The relevant tangata whenua for this mataitai reserve are Nga Hapi o Aotea Moana.

27. Site A, comprising the northern-most aquaculture block of the project, appears to lie within
the area/rohe moana of Ngati Tahinga established by Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary
Fishing) Notice (No. 4) 2013 (Notice No. MPI 149) pursuant to Regulation 9 of the Fisheries
(Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Regulations 1998. The tangata whenua for this rohe
moana is Te Akau Marae, which affiliates with Ngati Tahinga hapa.

28. Sites B, C and D of the project are situated within the area/rohe moana of Nga Kaitiaki o
Whaingaroa Rohe Moana established by Fisheries (Notification of Tangata Kaitiaki/Tiaki
for (Poihakena Marae, Nga Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa Rohe Moana) Notice 2025 (Notice No.
MPI 1983). The tangata whenua for this area/rohe moana is Poihdkena Marea, which also
affiliates with Ngati Tahinga hapa.
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29. The mataitai reserve and two area/rohe moana and are depicted in Map 3 at Attachment
2,

Owners of identified Maori land where electricity infrastructure or land transport
infrastructure is proposed

30. Section 23 of the Act provides that, in making a decision on a referral application under
section 21, the Minister may determine that, for the purposes of the project, an activity
described in section 5(1)(a) is not an ineligible activity if it:

a. is the construction of electricity lines or land transport infrastructure by (or to be
operated by) a network utility operator that is a requiring authority; and

b. would occur on identified Maori land that is Maori freehold land or General land
owned by Maori that was previously Maori freehold land.

31. This project does not involve an activity described in section 23(1) (i.e. including both (a)
and (b)) of the Act.

Iwi authorities and groups representing hapi who are party to relevant Mana
Whakahono a Rohe or joint management agreements

32. If the project area is within the boundaries of either a Mana Whakahono & Rohe or joint
management agreement, and the application includes a proposed RMA approval
described in section 42(4)(a) to (d) (resource consent, certificate of compliance, or
designation), we are required to identify the relevant iwi authority/group that represent hapu
that are parties to these arrangements.

33. We have not identified any Mana Whakahono a Rohe or joint management agreements
that are relevant to the project area, and accordingly there no parties to these
arrangements to identify.

Any other Maori groups with relevant interests

34. In addition to the groups identified at paragraphs 17-28, we have identified Nga Hapi o Te
Uru o Tainui Customary Fisheries Forum as a group having relevant interests in the project
area, as this forum provides input on fisheries management on the West Coast of the North
Island from Mokau to Manukau. Should you accept the application for referral, a panel
considering any substantive application may wish to discuss the project with Nga Hapua o
Te Uru o Tainui Customary Fisheries Forum.

35. For your information, the applicant advises they have undertaken an extensive programme
of engagement on the application with coastal hapd and marae (particularly Ngati Tahinga),
MACA applicants, and the relevant iwi authorities and mandated iwi organisations of
Waikato-Tainui and Maniapoto. Poihakena Marae and Pukerewa Marae are willing to
undertake a cultural impact assessment if coastal hapi consider this appropriate. The
applicant remains committed to providing coastal hapt with an opportunity for partnership
in the activity, including gifting 20% of the consented space, in addition to any aquaculture
space received from the Crown.
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Relevant principles and provisions in Treaty settlements and other
arrangements

Treaty settlements

36.

37.

38.

Under section 4(1) of the Act, a Treaty settlement includes both a Treaty settlement Act
and a Treaty settlement deed which is signed by both the Crown and representatives of a
group of Maori.

We note that while the project area is located in the rohe of Waikato Tainui, the project
area lies outside of the areas of interest of the Waikato Raupatu Claims Settlement Act
1995 and Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010.

However, the Maori Fisheries Act 2004 and the Maori and Commercial Aquaculture Claims
Settlement Act 2004, as part of the comprehensive Treaty of Waitangi fisheries settlement
arising from the Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992, may be
relevant to the project area.

Relevant principles and provisions

39.

Section 7 of the Act requires all persons exercising powers and functions under the Act to
act in a manner consistent with Treaty settlements. The relevant principles and provisions
for each of these settlements are set out below.

Maori Fisheries Act 2004

40.

The Maori Fisheries Act 2004 provides a framework for the allocation and transfer of
specified settlement assets to iwi, in the form of fisheries quota, and management of the
remainder of those settlement assets. While Te Whakakitenga o Waikato holds fishing
quota in the wider Quota Management Area (QMA), the effect of the application on
interests in the QMA is uncertain. The Ministry for Primary Industries has previously
advised that if a proposal has an impact on fisheries it would affect all iwi with quota in the
vicinity of the project area.

Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004

41.

42.

43.

The Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004 provides for the
settlement of Maori claims to commercial aquaculture through the allocation and
management of aquaculture settlement assets. Te Whaakitenga o Waikato is an 1AO for
the purposes of the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004. Under the
‘new space’ requirements of the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act
2004, the Crown must provide iwi with settlement assets equivalent to 20% of the value of
all new marine farming space created after 1 October 2011.

Ultimately, iwi and hapu are likely to have cultural associations with ancestral waterbodies,
fisheries, wahi tapu, and other taonga beyond what is specifically identified in a Treaty
settlement or other arrangements. Local tangata whenua and their representatives would
be best placed to advise on such matters in the first instance.

The existence of a mataiatai reserve, two area/rone moana, and several MACA
applications in the vicinity of the project area indicates that iwi and hapi have strong
interests in this coastal environment. This is underscored by the definition of the West
Coast Harbours in the terms of negotiation for the settlement of Waikato-Tainui remaining
claims as being bounded on the landward side by the line of mean high-water springs and
on the seaward side by the outer limits of the Exclusive Economic Zone.
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Customary Marine Title/Protected Customary Rights

44

45.

46.

47.

. As noted above, the project area is not within a customary marine title area, protected

customary rights area, or within or adjacent to nhga rohe moana o nga hapa o Ngéati Porou.

However, as noted at paragraph 24, there are currently six applicant groups seeking
recognition of PCR or CMT over areas which include the project area.

Under section 53(2)(e) of the Act, the panel must also invite comments from MACA
applicants identified in this report. This will provide groups a further opportunity to comment
on the application and have their views taken into consideration by the panel when making
a decision on a substantive application for this project.?

We note that if any of the CMT/PCR applications are ultimately successful, a number of
rights would be conferred on the relevant applicants under MACA, including a permission
right that applies to activities that are to be carried out under future resource consents
within a CMT area.

Taiapure-local fisheries/mataitai reserves/areas subject to bylaws or regulations made
under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996

48

49.

50.

51.

52.

. As noted in paragraph 26, the project area does not include a taiapure or mataitai reserve

but is situated close to the Aotea Harbour and Adjacent Waters Mataitai Reserve (south of
the project area).

The purpose of mataitai reserves is to sustainably manage kaimoana to provide for the
cultural, social and economic well-being of tangata whenua who have a special relationship
with that customary fishing ground. Commercial fishing is usually prohibited in mataitai
reserves unless the tangata kaitiaki/tiaki for the relevant mataitai reserve requests some
commercial fishing return.

We have also noted that the project area is located within the area/rohe moana of Nga
Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa and the area/rohe moana of Ngati Tahinga, established under the
Fisheries (Kaimoana Customary Fishing) Regulations 1998 and Part 9 of the Fisheries Act
1996. Area/rohe moana are gazetted customary fishing areas that provide for tangata
whenua (in this case Ngati Tahinga represented by Poihdkena Marae and Te Akau Marae)
to manage customary food gathering of fisheries resources anywhere in the area/rohe
moana for which they are tangata whenua.

The project involves the placement and operation of many longlines and associated
mooring structures and the transit of serving vessels directly in two rohe moana. It is
possible that the project may affect the ability of the tangata whenua to exercise customary
fishing and food gathering practices under the authority of the respective kaitiaki/tiaki and
tangata whenua responsible for the mataitai reserve and two area/rohe moana.

Should you accept the application for referral, the panel may wish to consider whether the
project would affect the exercise of customary fishing and food gathering within the mataitai
and area/rohe moana. Tangata whenua are likely best placed to inform the panel of these
effects.

3 We note sections 62(2) and 62A of MACA provide for CMT applicants to be notified of, and consulted on,

applications for resource consents in that part of the common marine and coastal area where CMT is being
sought.
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Mana Whakahono a Rohe/Joint management agreement

53. As noted above, we have not identified any Mana Whakahono & Rohe or joint management
agreements that are relevant to the project area.

Summary of comments received and advice

Comments from invited Maori groups

54. Pursuant to section 17(1)(d) of the Act, on 13 January 2026 you invited written comments
from the Maori groups identified above in paragraphs 17-28, from a list we previously
provided you. These groups were provided with access to the application material and had
20 working days from receipt of the copy of the application to respond.

55. You received comments on the application from Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc, TOKM,
and Tainui o Tainui, which can be summarised as follows:

Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc

a. Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc make the following comments on behalf of
Waikato-Tainui regarding the application:

i.  Waikato-Tainui has outstanding and unresolved Treaty of Waitangi claims
which underpin the Iwi’s recognised interests and authority over West Coast
coastal waters, harbours, waterways, and their connected catchments.

ii. A collective mana whenua position in relation to the project has not yet been
confirmed. Waikato-Tainui also does not have a formal position on the referral
application at this stage.

iii.  Waikato-Tainui reserves the right as a MIO and IAO to provide separate
commentary or responses should the need arise to protect wider iwi interests
or to align with their statutory mandates and strategic priorities.

iv.  Waikato-Tainui acknowledges the engagement undertaken by the applicant to
date.

v.  Should the proposal proceed to a substantive stage, Waikato-Tainui expects
further engagement, comprehensive assessment, ongoing monitoring, and
more detailed information regarding the potential cultural, environmental, social,
economic, and Treaty-related effects of the project. This includes cumulative,
indirect, seasonal, and long-term impacts on customary practices and iwi
interests.

vi.  Further clarity is needed on how iwi input will shape operational decision-
making, monitoring, and adaptive management to ensure mana whenua values
are safeguarded, and whether benefits accruing to mana whenua will
adequately compensate for any potential adverse impacts.

vii.  All engagement, assessment, and decision-making should be guided by the
principles and standards set out in Tai Tumu, Tai Pari, Tai Ao (Waikato-Tainui
Environmental Plan).

viii.  Waikato-Tainui indicated that more robust and comprehensive assessment is
required in specifically relation to: Mana whenua/cultural effects;
ecosystem/environmental effects; public access and customary use; natural
character and landscape; economic and social effects, and; procedural and
governance considerations.
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TOKM

b. TOKM remains neutral on the application but recognises the potential economic
development and aquaculture sector benefits associated with the project. TOKM
emphasises it is essential to uphold Te Tiriti o Waitangi obligations in relation to the
application and appropriately recognise and protect Maori fisheries and aquaculture
settlement interests. TOKM comments specifically on the following matters:

Hector and Maui Dolphins

i.  TOKM notes the work the applicant has undertaken in developing their Marine
Wildlife Management Plan to mitigate any impacts on marine mammals
including the Hector’'s and Maui dolphins. TOKM reserves comment as they
continue to engage with their MIOs on this matter.

Maori Commercial Aquaculture Settlement Interests

ii.  TOKM acknowledge that the application site appears to be fully located within
the Waikato-Tainui rohe moana.

iii.  TOKM indicates this application, if approved at the full scale of 700 hectares,
would trigger a new space aquaculture settlement obligation under the Maori
Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004 for Waikato West iwi
IAOs. TOKM says this would be a positive development for iwi in Waikato
West, where only limited aquaculture development has occurred to date.

iv. TOKM says hapl have raised concerns about impacts of aquaculture
development on their rohe moana, on Tangaroa, and on the occupation of the
moana by external interests.

Maori Customary Non-Commercial Fisheries Interests

v. TOKM notes that the project area appears to be located directly within at least
two rohe moana.

vi.  Whilst TOKM acknowledges that many Tangata Kaitiaki of rohe moana
operate at the hapi level, and that the applicant has focussed much of their
engagements at the hapu level, TOKM considers it important that the applicant
engage with Tangata Kaitiaki directly. This is because Tangata Kaitiaki hold
statutory authority over their respective rohe moana and the customary non-
commercial fishing interests they exercise on behalf of hapd.

Maori Customary Commercial Interests

vii.  TOKM notes that the project is located within Fisheries Management Area 9
(FMA 9).

vii.  TOKM notes that Moana New Zealand, established under the Treaty of
Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992, does not currently operate
commercial fishing activities in the immediate vicinity of the application.
However, if fish stocks move southward in the future or should iwi decide to
expand their Danish seine and longline vessel fishing operations toward
Raglan, the project could result in potential constraints or impacts on those
future Moana New Zealand operations.

Tainui o Tainui

c. Tainui o Tainui represents the interests of 12 Tainui hapi in relation to MACA
applications and the area/rohe moana of Nga Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa. While Tainui

Section 18 Report — Application FTAA-2511-1140 Waikato West Coast Mussel Spat Nursery Critical Industry Infrastructure 10



o Tainui acknowledges the A+ sustainable aquaculture rating of the nearby Dockery
mussel spat farm in Aotea Harbour, they oppose this project for the following
reasons:

i.  Concerns about the project maintaining regulatory compliance.
ii.  Increasing risk to Maui dolphins in a trawler-free area.

iii. Location in Tainui o Tainui gazetted rohe moana and customary fishing
grounds and impacts on Tainui o Tainui Treaty rights.

iv.  Potential for mussel farm storm damage to create off-site impacts.

Consultation with departments and Ministers
56. In preparing this report, we are required to:
a. consult relevant departments; and

b. provide a draft of the report to the Minister for Maori Development and the Minister
for Maori Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti (for response within 10 working days).

57. We sought advice from Te Puni Kokiri and the Office of Treaty Settlements and Takutai
Moana — Te Tari Whakatau, and the Ministry for Primary Industries regarding the relevant
Maori groups, and have incorporated their views into this report.

58. The Minister for Maori Development and the Minister for Maori Crown Relations: Te
Arawhiti support the application for referral and recommend that the panel considering a
substantive application:

a. maintain ongoing engagement with relevant iwi authorities, coastal hapt, and
tangata kaitiaki responsible for customary fisheries management in the project
area, including those who provided comments on the application;

b. consider the potential impacts of the proposed aquaculture development on
customary fishing practices, including within the nearby Aotea Harbour and
Adjacent Waters Mataitai Reserve and the customary fisheries rohe moana
associated with Ngati Tahinga and Nga Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa; and

c. ensure that any aquaculture settlement obligations arising under the Maori
Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004 are appropriately recognised
and provided for should the proposal proceed.

Advice on whether it may be more appropriate to deal with the proposed approvals
under another Act/s

59. Under section 18(2)(m), this report must include our advice on whether, due to any of the
matters identified in section 18, it may be more appropriate to deal with the matters that
would be authorised by the proposed approvals under another Act or Acts.

60. We do not consider there are any matters raised in this report which make it more
appropriate for the proposed approvals to be authorised under another Act or Acts
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Attachment 1: Provisions of section 18 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

Information required Paragraph

reference in this
report

18(1) The Minister must, for a referral application, obtain and consider 9,10
a report that is prepared by the responsible agency in
accordance with this section.

18(2)(a) Any relevant iwi authorities and relevant Treaty settlement 17
entities
18(2)(b) Any Treaty settlements that relate to land, species of plants or 37,38

animals, or other resources within the project area

18(2)(c) The relevant principles and provisions in those Treaty 39-43
settlements, including those that relate to the composition of a
decision-making body for the purposes of the Resource

Management Act 1991

18(2)(d) Any recognised negotiation mandates for, or current 22
negotiations for, Treaty settlements that relate to the project
area.

18(2)(e) Any court orders or agreements that recognise protected 23, 24, 48-52
customary rights or customary marine title within the project
area.

18(2)(f) Any applicant groups under the Marine and Coastal Area 23, 24, 44-47
(Takutai Moana) Act 2011 that seek recognition of customary
marine title or protected customary rights within the project area.

18(2)(g) Whether the project area would be within or adjacent to, or the 25
project would directly affect, nga rohe moana o nga hapt o Ngati
Porou (and, if so, the relevant provisions of the Nga Rohe
Moana o Nga Hapu o Ngati Porou Act 2019).

18(2)(h) Whether the project area includes any taiapure-local fisheries, 26-28, 48-52
mataitai reserves, or areas that are subject to bylaws or
regulations made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996 (and, if
so, who the tangata whenua are).

18(2)(i) Whether the project involves an activity that could be the subject 31
of a determination under 23 (and, if so, who the owners of the
land are).

18(2)(j) If the proposed approvals include an approval described in any 33,53

of section 42C(4)(a) to (d) (resource consent, certificate of
compliance, or designation),

(i) iwi authorities and groups that represent hapa that
are parties to any relevant Mana Whakahono a
Rohe or joint management agreements.

Section 18 Report — Application FTAA-2511-1140 Waikato West Coast Mussel Spat Nursery Critical Industry Infrastructure 12



(ii) The relevant principles and provisions in those
Mana Whakahono a Rohe and joint management
agreements.

18(2)(k)

Any other Maori groups with relevant interests.

34

18(2)(1)

A summary of—

(i) comments received by the Minister after inviting
comments from Maori groups under section
17(1)(d) and (e);

(ii) any further information received by the Minister
from those groups

54, 55

18(2)(m)

The responsible agency’s advice on whether, due to any of the
matters identified in this section, it may be more appropriate to
deal with the matters that would be authorised by the proposed
approvals under another Act or Acts.

60

18(3)

In preparing the report required by this section, the responsible
agency must—

(a) consult relevant departments; and

(b) provide a draft of the report to the Minister for Maori
Development and the Minister for Maori Crown Relations: Te
Arawhiti.

56, 57

18(4)

Those Ministers must respond to the responsible agency within
10 working days after receiving the draft report

56
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Attachment 2: Project location maps

Map 1. Location of proposed Waikato West Coast Mussel Spat Nursery
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Figure 1. Typical arrangement of proposed 60-hectare mussel spat nursery blocks

Map 3. Location of proposed Waikato West Coast Mussel Spat Nursery in relation Aotea Harbour
Mataitai and Area / Rohe Moana of Ngati Tahinga and Nga Kaitiaki o Whaingaroa.

Proposed
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Nursey
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Attachment 3: List of relevant Maori groups

Name of group Type of group (section of Act)

Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc Iwi authority (s18(2)(a)), Treaty settlement

entity — MIO/IAO (s18(2)(a))

MAC-01-04-012 / CIV-2017-404-
575 Te Ruunanga o Ngaati
Mahuta ki te Hauaauru, CMT
PCR

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

MAC-01-04-001 / CIV-2017-419-
080 Kawhia Tangata, Aotea
Whenua, Whaingaroa Moana
CMT

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

MAC-01-04-014 / CIV-2017-419-
084 Ngaa marae o te takutai

moana o Waikato-Tainui, CMT
PCR

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

MAC-01-04-011 / CIV-2017-419-

083 Tainui hapu o Tanui Waka,
CMT PCR

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

MAC-01-03-005 Ngati Mahanga

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

MAC-01-04-010 Ngati
Whakamarurangi/Tainui ie Ngati
Koata, Ngati Motemote, Ngati
Tahinga

MACA applicant group (s18(2)(f))

Te Ohu Kaimoana

Treaty settlement entity — MIO(s18(2)(a)

Nga Hapu o Aotea Moana

Local fishery group (s18(2)(h))

Ngati Tahinga

Local fishery group (s18(2)(h))

Nga Hapu o Te Uru o Tainui
Customary Fisheries Forum

Group with relevant interests (s18(2)(k))
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Attachment 4: Comments received from invited Maori groups

Te Whakakitenga o Waikato Inc
on behalf of Waikato-Tainui
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Te Ohu Kaimoana
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Attachment 5: Comments received from the Minister for Maori Development
and Minister for Maori Crown Relations
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