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Ref: 26026 
12 April 2026  
 
Hokonui Energy Limited 
 
 

RE: Hokonui Energy Land Swap Proposal  
Ecological Assessment 

 
1 Introduction 

Hokonui Hills Wind Farm Limited Partnership (HHWFLP) is seeking a referral to the Fast-
track consenting regime to enable the proposed Hokonui windfarm to be considered 
under the Fast-Track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA). Three of the proposed wind turbine 
generators (WTG) and part of the internal road network are situated on a narrow 
corridor of farmland within the Hokonui Forest Conservation Area.  The land has been 
managed by the neighbouring landholder Fairfield Trustees Limited (FTL) and is currently 
grazed. In exchange HHWFLP proposes to exchange a parcel of fenced off 
regenerating shrubland that is contiguous with the Hokonui Forest Conservation Area. 
The areas of land that are subject to the land swap proposal are shown in Figure 1. 
 
The FTAA requires the referral application to include a brief description of the 
conservation values, which includes ecological values, of the land parcels to be 
characterised to assist the consideration of the proposal.  HHWFLP engaged 
e3scientific Limited to complete a preliminary ecological assessment of the two parcels 
of land to inform this process.  This letter has been prepared to document the 
vegetation and botanical values of the two land parcels.  
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In an extension of the LENZ work, MWLR combined LENZ, the landcover database 
and protected area network to develop the Threatened Environment 
Classification (TEC) across New Zealand. Based on the combination of these 
databases the TEC categorised New Zealand’s landscape into six threat classes 
as follows: 
 
• Category 1: <10% indigenous cover left 
• Category 2: 10 – 20% indigenous cover left 
• Category 3: 20 – 30 % indigenous cover left 
• Category 4: >30% indigenous vegetation left, and <10% protected 
• Category 5: >30% indigenous vegetation left, and 10-20% protected 
• Category 6: >30% indigenous vegetation left, and >20% protected 

 
The two land parcels subject to the land swap proposal are situated within the 
lowest threat class (Category 6) with greater than 30% of the indigenous 
vegetation cover left and greater than 20% protected.  
 

2.1.3 Faunal Information 

Bird, avifauna and invertebrate survey work was out of scope for the land 
exchange ecological assessment for the referral application, however, will be 
completed for the detailed land exchange application.  The following provides 
desktop information to provide an indication of faunal values in the area. 
 
2.1.3.1 Avifauna 
The various vegetation communities are likely to be utilised by a range of native 
avifauna species. The species known to be present or utilise similar habitat in the 
Hokonui Hills are listed in Table 2 below. Table 2 provides a likelihood of 
occurrence of each species, their preferred habitat and their threat classification 
(Robertson et. al., 2021). 
 
We note that a detailed avifauna assessment is currently being undertaken and 
will be provided in the ecological assessment for the Hokonui windfarm 
substantive proposal.   
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