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Figure 6: Skink habitat distribution across the Site. 
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Figure 7:  Proposed locations for ACOs.
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Attention:  Sam Le Heron (Barker and Associates) 

CC:   Industre Property and SouthPark Agri 

Date:   19 August 2026 

From:   Chad Croft  

 

RE:   SL1 Industrial North Wildlife Act Approval FTAA information requirements 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

The SL1 Industrial North Development Substantive application seeks a Wildlife Act approval for the 
management and incidental killing of native lizards. This memo outlines how the documents 
prepared for the proposed SL1 Industrial North Development fulfil the Wildlife Act approval 
requirements under Section 42(4)(h) of the Fast Track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA).  

Specifically, the substantive application documents referred to in Table 2 below contain the relevant 
information required by ‘Checklist E – Wildlife approval’, of the FTAA Substantive Application Form. 
with responses presented in Table 2 below. For each response in Table 2, the document and 
section number that fulfils the information required is provided in bold, and a short summary is also 
provided where appropriate.  

Table 1:  Documents referred to in Checklist E (Table 2) and supplied with this Wildlife Act approval 

application 

Document Acronym Document Number 

Ecological Impact Assessment  

(Ecological Solutions 2026a) 

EcIA Appendix 3R 

Lizard Management Plan  

(Ecological Solutions 2026b) 

LMP Appendix 3Sa 

Cultural Values and Effects Assessment 

(Pouwhenua Consultancy Limited 2026) 

CVEA Appendix 1H 
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2. CHECKLIST E – WILDLIFE ACT APPROVAL APPLICATION 

Table 2:  Information required for Wildlife Act approval application 

Schedule 7, 
Clause  

Information required for an approval 
described in section 42(4)(h) 
(Wildlife Act approval), clause 2 of 
Schedule 7 

Application reference and response 

2(1)(a) Specify the purpose of the proposed 
activity 

EcIA – Section 1.2  

The proposal is to develop c. 60 ha of mixed light 
industrial and rural farmland for the establishment 
of gross developable industrial land, together with 
associated infrastructure and services, including 
roading and associated stormwater ponds. 

2(1)(b) Identify the actions the applicant 
wishes to carry out involving protected 
wildlife and where they will be carried 
out (whether on or off public 
conservation land)  

Guidance note: Under clause 2(2) if 
the substantive application is to be 
lodged by more than 1 authorised 
person, the reference to the applicant 
in subclause (1)(b) is to the authorised 
person who is identified in the 
application as the proposed holder of 
the wildlife approval. 

EcIA – Sections 1.2, 5.3, and 10.2.3  

LMP – Sections 3.0 and 4.0  

This Wildlife Approval application does not involve 
any public conservation land.  

Vegetation clearance and earthworks within the 
Industrial North Site (private land) will result in the 
removal of low – moderate quality native ground 
dwelling skink habitat. There is no gecko habitat on 
site. Unidentified skinks were seen during site visits, 
and a database search showed copper skink 
(Oligosoma aeneum) to be present in similar habitat 
nearby. Parts of the site potentially provide habitat 
for ornate skink (Oligosoma ornatum) as well. Prior 
to commencement of vegetation clearance native 
skinks will be salvaged from the Industrial North 
Site and relocated to Waiwhakareke Natural 
Heritage Park (reserve). Native skinks will be 
captured using a combination of systematic 
searches, artificial cover objects, and machine 
assisted searches. Habitat enhancement will be 
performed at the release site.  

2(1)(c) An assessment of the activity and its 
impacts against the purpose of the 
Wildlife Act 

EcIA Section 8.1.3 and 10.2.3 

Section 8.1.3 summarises the native lizard and 
lizard habitat values. Section 10.2.3 summarises 
the effects assessment.  

Native lizards are absolutely protected under the 
Wildlife Act. This project proposes to remove 
vegetation that could be providing habitat to native 
lizards. Native lizards could therefore be killed or 
injured if lizards are not properly managed during 
vegetation removal. Other protected wildlife (e.g. 
birds) potentially using the same habitat will be will 
be avoided through site-specific controls.  

2(1)(d) List protected wildlife species known or 
predicted to be in the area and, where 
possible, the numbers of wildlife 
present and numbers likely to be 
impacted  

EcIA Section 5.3 

LMP Section 2.0 

Unidentified skinks were seen during manual 
habitat searches, and a database search showed 
copper skink (Oligosoma aeneum) to be present in 
similar habitat nearby. Parts of the site could also 
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potentially provide habitat for ornate skink 
(Oligosoma ornatum). Less than 20 individuals of 
each species are expected to be impacted. 

2(1)(e) An outline of impacts on threatened, 
data deficient, and at risk wildlife 
species (as defined in the New 
Zealand Threat Classification System)  

EcIA Section 5.3 

LMP Section 2.0 

See above. No Threatened and or ‘Data Deficient’ 
species are suspected to be on site; however, both 
copper and ornate skink are ‘At Risk’ and are 
potentially present. 

2(1)(f) A statement of how the methods 
proposed to be used to conduct the 
actions involving protected wildlife will 
ensure that best practice standards are 
met  

LMP Section 3.0 and 4.3 

The approach to lizard management will follow the 
key principles for lizard salvage and transfer in New 
Zealand (DOC 2019).  

2(1)(g) A description of the methods to be 
used to safely, efficiently, and 
humanely catch, hold, or kill the 
animals and identify relevant animal 
ethics processes: 

LMP Section 3.2 

All lizard handling will be performed by suitably 
qualified and experienced ecologists/ 
herpetologists. Methods of salvage are systematic 
manual searches, artificial cover objects, and 
machine assisted searches. Lizards will be held in 
appropriate temporary containment boxes, before 
being moved to the release site within two hours of 
capture. The LMP also details measures to be 
undertaken in case of accidental lizard injury or 
death, as well as discovery of unexpected 
‘Threatened’ taxa. 

2(1)(h)  A statement of the location or locations 
in which the activity will be carried out, 
including a map (and GPS coordinates 
if available)  

EcIA Section 1.1 

LMP Section 1.1 

Site maps are provided in the above sections of 
EcIA and LMP. The SL1 Industrial North site is 
located at 5813032, 1798957 (NZTMM). 

2(1)(i)  A statement of whether authorisation is 
sought to temporarily hold or relocate 
wildlife  

LMP Sections 3.0 and 4.0 

Authorisation is sought for salvage, relocation and 
incidental killing of native skinks. 

2(1)(j)  A list of all actual and potential wildlife 
effects (adverse or positive) of the 
proposed activity, including effects on 
the target species, other indigenous 
species, and the ecosystems at the 
site  

EcIA Section 10.0, in particular 10.2.3 

Ecological effects of the development at SL1 
Industrial North are outlined in the EcIA. This 
includes potential and actual effects on native 
skinks, with and without the proposed management 
measures. Potential impacts on native skinks 
without management are injury and death, as well 
as the loss of low-moderate quality habitat. 
Implementation of pre-clearance salvage and 
relocation and habitat enhancement at the release 
site will ensure the potential effects on lizards and 
lizard habitat are ‘low’. Due to the cryptic nature of 
native skinks, incidental killing is a possibility. 

2(1)(k)  Where adverse effects are identified, 
state what methods will be used to 
avoid and minimise those effects, and 
any offsetting or compensation 
proposed to address unmitigated 

EcIA Section 10.0, in particular 10.2.3 

LMP Sections 2.0 and 3.0 

The salvage and relocation programme proposed in 
the EcIA and described in the LMP will be used to 
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adverse effects (including steps taken 
before the project begins, such as 
surveying, salvaging, and relocating 
protected wildlife)  

minimise effects on lizards. No offsetting or 
compensation measures are proposed, as residual 
effects are considered low. 

2(1)(l) A statement of whether the applicant 
or any company director, trustee, 
partner, or anyone else involved with 
the application has been convicted of 
any offence under the Wildlife Act  

None of the listed parties have been convicted of 
any offence under the Wildlife Act. 

2(1)(m) A statement of whether the applicant 
or any company director, trustee, 
partner, or anyone else involved with 
the application has any current criminal 
charges under the Wildlife Act pending 
before a court  

None of the listed parties has any current criminal 
charges under the Wildlife Act pending before a 
court. 

2(1)(n)  Provision of proof and details of all 
consultation, including with hapū or iwi, 
on the application specific to wildlife 
impacts 

CVEA – Section 6.4.4 

The CVEA summarises inputs from the Southern 
Links 1 Tangata Whenua Working Group (SL1 
TWWG). Specifically, for native lizards 
(mokomoko), the SL1 TWWG highlights the 
importance of these species as taonga and 
recognises the precautionary approach taken in the 
LMP to the management of these species. 

2(1)(o)  Provision of any additional written 
expert views, advice, or opinions the 
applicant has obtained concerning 
their proposal  

None. 
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