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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Lodestone Energy's apptication under the

Fast-track Approva[s Acl2O24 (the Act) for the Hatdon Sotar project.

I am providing these comments in my capacity as Minister for Energy, under section

53(2XJ) of the Act.

I have considered how this project would support the purpose of the Act, i.e. to facilitate

the delivery of infrastructure and development projects with significant regional or

national benefits.

I considerthis proposed project has significant nationatand regional benefits as

fottows:

a The proposed sotar farm and battery storage woutd make a significant

contribution to nationaI etectricity suppl.y. The project is expected to generate

peak capacity of 220 f'1W generation, which resutts in approximatety 370 GWh of

el.ectricity annuatty - which woutd meet the (averaged) energy needs of around

45,000 househotds.

o The appl.ication incLudes consent for a battery etectricity storage system. The

coupl,ing of battery storage with sotar generation would significantty increase the

energy system benefits of the project - enabting storage and more fl.exibte

d ispatch of eLectricity.

o More general,ty, renewabte etectricity generation of this scale supports muttipl.e

outcomes inctuding:

o contribution to security of energy suppty. through increased generation

but al.so diversity of energy generation - the South lstand currentty does

not have much sotar generat¡on capacity

o downward pressure on whotesate etectricity prices, which supports more

affordabte energy for New Zeatand firms and househol'ds. Affordabte

energy al,so has wider ftow-on benefits to the wider economy- e.g. by

reducing input costs for commerciaI and industriaI energy users

o contribution to ctimate change targets, as increasing renewabte

eLectricity generation can disptace use of fossit fuets in both the
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electricity and wider energy systems (e.g. reducing the use of thermat
fuets for etectricity generation, and supporting increased demand for
etectricity for sectors such as transport).

I support the Panet's continued consideration of this apptication.

Yours sincerely

Hon Simon Watts
Minister for Energy


