
Referral application form to use for the fast-track 
process 

Under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 

About this referral application 

This referral application form has been approved by the Secretary for the Environment in accordance 
with the fast-track approvals process of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act). All referral 
applications under the Act must be submitted using this form. 

We recommend you discuss your referral application and the information requirements with us 
before you lodge the referral application. Please contact the Fast-track support team on 0800 327 
875 or email info@fasttrack.govt.nz 

Please provide a general level of detail in your application; sufficient to inform the Minister’s 
decision on the referral application.  

You must use this form to apply for referral applications and complete all relevant fields, even where 
you provide supporting attachments that are more detailed. Include attachment or appendix 
numbers in the relevant fields and list the attachments in section 5 of this form. 

If the required information and relevant supporting material is not provided, the application will be 
returned to you as incomplete. 

If your application is determined to be complete, and the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) 
considers that your project may be capable of satisfying the assessment criteria and does not appear 
to involve an ineligible activity, and you have paid all related fees, charges and/or levies, then we will 
provide it to the Minister for Infrastructure (the Minister).  

Unless the Minister decides to decline the application before doing so, the Minister will invite 
comments on the application from relevant local authorities, Ministers, administering agencies, 
identified Māori groups, owners of Māori land in the project area and any other person the Minister 
decides is appropriate. The Minister may also request further information from you, the relevant 
local authorities, or relevant administering agencies before making a decision on the referral 
application. 

If the Minister accepts your referral application, then you may lodge a substantive application with 
the EPA and the substantive application may be considered by a decision-making panel. 

Application fees and Cost recovery 

Under the Fast-track Approvals (Cost Recovery) Regulations 2025 (the Regulations), applicants 
lodging a referral application are required to pay a fee (deposit) of $12,000 (plus GST), and a levy of 
$6,700 (plus GST) to the to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). The fees are set in 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2024/0056/latest/whole.html?search=sw_096be8ed81ef631d_eligible_25_se&p=1#LMS943280
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2024/0056/latest/whole.html?search=sw_096be8ed81ef631d_eligible_25_se&p=1#LMS943314
mailto:info@fasttrack.govt.nz
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2024/0056/latest/LMS943260.html?search=sw_096be8ed81ef631d_administering+agency_25_se&p=1&sr=1
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2025/0003/latest/LMS1019787.html
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Schedule 1 of the Regulations. These fees must be paid before lodgement of your referral application. 
If the required amount is not paid the application will be returned as incomplete.  

Please note the final costs payable at the referral stage may exceed the referral application fee 
(deposit) paid. More information about cost recovery under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 is 
available from Fast-track approvals cost recovery process. 

Submitting your application 
You will need to submit this form through our digital Fast-track portal. You will need to receive a link 
to register/access the portal. 

If you need any help with the form, you can call or email us: 

• 0800 327 875 (0800 FASTRK) (from within New Zealand)
• email: info@fasttrack.govt.nz

How to send your completed form to us 

Use the application portal – you will need to receive a link to register/access: Fast-track website 

Your personal information 

The Ministry for the Environment (MfE) is collecting your personal information for the purpose of 
administering your referral application under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024. We will only use the 
information for the purposes of contacting you in relation to this application. 

MfE may provide your application, or details from your application to other agencies or local 
authorities for the purpose of administering your referral application. If your application is accepted 
as complete and progresses through the referral process, the Minister may consult with other 
agencies and groups on your application. This will require the Minister to share the details of your 
application with the EPA, the Panel Convener, and those groups. 

We will store your personal information securely. You have the right to access the personal 
information we hold about you and to ask for it to be corrected if it is wrong. If you would like to 
access your personal information, or have it corrected, please contact us at 
referrals@fasttrack.govt.nz 

Official information 

All information you provide with this application is subject to the Official Information Act 1982 and 
may be released in accordance with that Act.  

Publishing your application 

We intend to publish your referral application on the Fast-track Approvals website. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2025/0003/latest/LMS1019819.html
https://environment.govt.nz/acts-and-regulations/acts/fast-track-approvals/fast-track-approvals-process/cost-recovery/
mailto:info@fasttrack.govt.nz
mailto:referrals@fasttrack.govt.nz
https://www.fasttrack.govt.nz/secondary-pages/contact-the-fast-track-team
Alex Mickleson
Cross-Out



Any personal contact details in application documents will not be made publicly available. Please 
provide a copy of the application with all personal contact details redacted. 

MfE may also redact certain information from publication in accordance with the Official Information 
Act 1992. If you think your application contains information which should be withheld, please clearly 
identify it and provide an explanation as to why it should be withheld. 

Section 1: Applicant details 
A person or persons may apply to use the fast-track process for a project. Where there is more than 

one person, the referral application must be lodged jointly by all of the persons who are proposed to 

be authorised persons for the project. 

If the referral application is accepted and referred by the Minister, the person or persons who lodged 

the referral application will be specified as the person who is, or the persons who are, authorised to 

lodge a substantive application for the project. 

s 9(2)(a)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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2.2 Project description and location 

2.2.1  Provide a description of the project and the activities it involves 
The project description helps us with inviting comments from relevant parties on the 
application, and publishing information about the application. 

2.2.2  Provide a description or map of the whole project area that identifies its boundaries 
in sufficient detail to enable consideration of the referral application. 

For example, site address(es), certificate of title(s), shape files 

s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)

s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)



s 9(2)(a), s 9(2)(ba)(i), s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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Attachment 

number 

Document name Author Document 

version 
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Referral application checklist 

Use this checklist to confirm you have completed all sections of the referral application form. 

Section 1: Applicant details ☐ 

1.2 & 1.3 Agent’s evidence of authority to represent the applicant(s) - if applicable ☐ 

1.4 Compliance and enforcement history ☐ 

Section 2: Referral application summary ☐ 

2.1 Project name ☐ 

2.2 Project description and location ☐ 

2.3 Ineligible activity ☐ 

2.4 Exemptions from requirement to provide agreement ☐ 

2.5 Ministerial determinations under sections 23 and 24 ☐ 

2.6 Appropriateness for fast-track approvals process ☐ 

Section 3: Project details ☐ 

3.1 Approvals required ☐ 

3.2 Project stages ☐ 

3.3 Alternative project ☐ 

3.4 Adverse effects  ☐ 

3.5 Persons affected ☐ 

3.6 Legal interest ☐ 

3.7 Other matters ☐ 

3.8 Specific proposed approvals ☐ 

Section 4: Authorisation ☐ 

Section 5: Attachments ☐ 
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	21: Waitākere District Court – New Courthouse Project
	23: The site for the proposed designation is located at 14 Edmonton Road, Henderson legally described as Lot 1 DP 564257 purchased by the Ministry of Justice in 2023 for the specific purpose of accommodating a new courthouse for Waitākere. The Auckland Unitary Plan zoning applicable to the site is Business - Metropolitan Centre with a small portion zoned as Open Space – Informal Recreation in the Auckland Unitary Plan.
The subject site is approximately 4,435m2 in area located adjacent to the Alderman Drive and Edmonton Road roundabout. Notable and protected trees are located around the road boundary frontage and the northwestern corner of the site. The site is has operated as a public car park (known as the ‘Falls Carpark) for the past 30 years providing 52 carparks, it also currently accommodates temporary ‘placemaking’ activities including Ecomatters Bike Hub, Te Puna fresh food market and a pump track as well as carparking managed by Auckland Transport. Access to the site is currently achieved via existing vehicle crossings from Edmonton Road and Alderman Drive.
To the north of the site is Falls Park and the heritage listed ‘Falls Bistro’ (adjoining), to the east and south is residential zoned land, and to the west primarily business.
Please refer to the Urban Design Memorandum, attached as Attachment 3, that includes an aerial of the site in the drawing package. Please refer to the Records of Title and Interests, attached as Attachment 4. 



