














Access Strategies Details

Oppose restrictive

development Oppose developments that restrict access to culturally significant sites.

Site registration Register sites with the NZHPT or create reserves to protect them.

8.0.1 Assessment For Applications To Destroy Damage or Modify
Archaeological Sites

To enable tangata whenua to process applications to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga
(the Historic Places Trust) to destroy, damage, or modify archaeological sites, please
complete every section. Please ensure that each site is clearly identified and states what type
of activity will affect each site. A separate form must be used for each application.

APPLICANT DETAILS

o Applicant Name:

o Contact Details:

- Phone:

- Email:

- Postal Address:

HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND APPLICATION NUMBER:

(Please provide the reference number for your application to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.)

SITE ONE

O NZAA Site No: 005

O Property Legal Description:
(Please provide the legal description of the property where the site is located, e.g., Lot 12, DP 123456.)

o Description of Activity Likely to Affect the Site:
(Please describe the proposed activity, e.g., excavation, construction, development, that willimpact the site.)

O Has this site already been disturbed?

- Yes/No (circle one)

o If Yes, please describe how the site has been disturbed:
(E.g., modified, damaged, or destroyed - please provide details of previous impacts.)

SITETWO

O NZAA Site No: 005

o Property Legal Description:
(Please provide the legal description of the property where the site is located, e.g., Lot 12, DP 123456.)

O Description of Activity Likely to Affect the Site:
(Please describe the proposed activity that will affect the site.)

O Has this site already been disturbed?

- Yes/No (circle one)

O IfYes, please describe how the site has been disturbed:
(E.g., modified, damaged, or destroyed - please provide details of previous impacts.)

SITE THREE

O NZAA Site No: 005

O Property Legal Description:
(Please provide the legal description of the property where the site is located.)
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O Description of Activity Likely to Affect the Site:
(Please describe the proposed activity that will affect the site.)

O Has this site already been disturbed?

- Yes / No (circle one)

O If Yes, please describe how the site has been disturbed:
(E.g., modified, damaged, or destroyed - please provide details of previous impacts.)

SITE FOUR

O NZAA Site No: 005

o Property Legal Description:
(Please provide the legal description of the property where the site is located.)

o Description of Activity Likely to Affect the Site:
(Please describe the proposed activity that will affect the site.)

O Has this site already been disturbed?

- Yes/No (circle one)

O IfYes, please describe how the site has been disturbed:
(E.g., modified, damaged, or destroyed - please provide details of previous impacts.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

(Please include any further details that may assist in processing your application, such as potential mitigation
measures, or the cultural significance of the sites involved.)

Applicant's Signature:
(Please sign to confirm the accuracy of the information provided.)

Date:
(Please enter the date of application.)

Please ensure that the completed form is submitted to the appropriate local authority or Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga for review. If you have any questions or need further assistance, feel free to contact us.
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9.0

Tangaroa — Coastal Water Quality

Te Runanga o Patukeha (TRP) and Ngati Kuta, in collaboration with the Far North District
Council (FNDC) and Northland Regional Council (NRC), have been actively working to
address the Caulerpa infestation in Omakiwi Bay of the Bay of Islands. This effort, which has
been ongoing since the discovery of Caulerpa in 2023, is part of a larger initiative focused on
restoring the health of our waters and safeguarding the taonga that sustain our community.

For generations, Patukeha have been kaitiaki of the waters around Ipipiri, a region central to
our cultural and spiritual practices. These waters have long been a source of kaimoana and
mahinga kai, but their health has deteriorated over time due to both natural and human
impacts. The arrival of Caulerpa in Omakiwi Bay in 2023 underscores the urgent need for
action.

9.0a

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Challenges

Contaminant discharges including untreated wastewater and stormwater, as well as
agricultural runoff.

Sedimentation and coastal reclamation, which have smothered vital habitats like seagrass
beds and reduced species diversity.

Pollution from industrial and urban activities, which continues to degrade water quality.
Encroachment of mud and mangroves, which has displaced traditional shellfish beds and
further compromised the mauri of our moana.

These issues, compounded by invasive species like Caulerpa, have significantly disrupted
our relationship with the land and sea.

Our ability to sustain ourselves from these resources has been eroded, and as tangata
whenua, we have been excluded from key decision-making processes related to coastal
management.
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9.0b Commitment: Restoring the Mauri of Our Waters

Patukeha are committed to restoring the health of our coastal waters and ensuring the
ongoing protection of our taonga. This commitment is underpinned by the following
principles:

a) Cultural Value: The Bay of Islands and its estuaries are taonga that must be protected not
just for their ecological value, but for their cultural significance. The health of these
waters is fundamental to our wellbeing and connection to the land.

b) Kaitiaki Leadership: As kaitiaki, Patukeha must play a central role in the management,
monitoring, and restoration of coastal water quality. Our expertise and traditional
knowledge must be recognised and integrated into the management of these resources.

c) Sustainable Water Management: The development and implementation of water quality
standards must be guided by the principles of sustainability and intergenerational care.
These standards should reflect the elevated quality of water that we seek, not settle for
the bare minimum.

9.0c Action: Collaborative Efforts to Eradicate Caulerpa

The discovery of Caulerpa in Omakiwi Bay has sparked an immediate, coordinated response.
Over the past year, TRP and Te Rawhiti Works Trust, alongside FNDC and NRC, have been
working together to find ways to eradicate this invasive species while ensuring the long-term

health of the broader marine environment.

a)

b)

c)

d)

9.0d

Monitoring and Surveillance: Regular surveys of Caulerpa populations to track their
spread and assess the effectiveness of eradication efforts.

Public Engagement: Educating the local community, including tangata whenua,
landowners, and the wider public, about the risks associated with Caulerpa and the
importance of preventing its spread.

Eradication Techniques: Collaborating with marine scientists to explore and implement
appropriate methods for removing Caulerpa, including physical removal and potential
chemical treatments.

Regulatory Measures: Advocating for stronger controls on activities that contribute to the
spread of Caulerpa and other invasive species, while calling for policies that support the
restoration of native ecosystems.

Methods: Long-Term Restoration of the Moana

In addition to addressing the immediate threat of Caulerpa, Patukeha, FNDC, and NRC are
focused on implementing long-term methods to restore the health of our coastal waters and
ecosystems. This includes:

a)

b)

c)

Cultural Health Monitoring: Developing and using cultural health indicators to assess water
quality, habitat health, and the status of kaimoana species. Tools like the Cultural Health
Index (CHI) and GIS mapping will be used to track the state of our waters and identify areas
that require restoration.

Integrated Catchment Management: TRP, FNDC, and NRC are working together to develop
integrated catchment management strategies that consider the full range of activities
impacting water quality across our rohe. These strategies will focus on improving water
quality and mitigating the effects of sedimentation and nutrient pollution.

Pollution Prevention: We are committed to reducing the sources of pollution entering our
waters. This includes advocating for the elimination of direct discharges of wastewater,
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9:1

d)

agricultural effluent, and stormwater into coastal waters, as well as enforcing stronger
controls on sewage disposal from boats and other vessels.

Public Education and Collaboration: Ongoing community outreach will play a key role in
ensuring that local residents and businesses understand the importance of protecting our
moana. This includes informing landowners and developers of their responsibility to prevent
the spread of invasive species like Caulerpa and to take steps to reduce pollution.

Caulerpa | Pioneering the Eradication of Caulerpa

In April 2024, Viki Heta and Arana Rewha from Nga Hapa o Te Rawhiti, Ngati Kuta, and
Patukeha were awarded the Te Uru Kahika Maori Award and the Supreme Award at the
Supreme New Zealand Biodiversity Awards, held at Parliament. These prestigious awards
recognised over a decade of environmental restoration and pest eradication work across Te
Tai Tokerau. Their efforts, which have included reintroducing native species, eradicating
invasive pests, and tackling environmental threats such as myrtle rust, have had a profound
impact on the region.

A significant achievement has been their leadership in addressing the spread of Caulerpa, an
invasive seaweed, which threatens the health of local waterways and the marine
environment. The discovery of Caulerpa in Omakiwi Bay in May 2023 was made by local
resident Arana Rewha, who promptly notified Biosecurity New Zealand. This swift response
led to immediate action from Northland Regional Council (NRC), mana whenua, and local
authorities, marking the beginning of a collaborative effort to mitigate and eventually
eradicate the threat.

By June 2023, a response team had been formed to assess the scope of the infestation. In
July, a delegation travelled to Wellington to meet with government officials, where a
commitment was made to support technology trials for eradication and education initiatives.
A Controlled Area Notice (CAN) and Rahui were implemented to restrict access to affected
areas, and divers were deployed to assess the extent of the outbreak.

Recognising the importance of a technological solution, NRC tendered for a dredging system
capable of removing the seaweed from the seafloor. Johnson Brothers of Opua won the
tender to develop the mechanical dredge, which has shown promising results in early trials.
The dredge uses a suction method to remove Caulerpa, with ongoing improvements being
made to enhance its effectiveness.

In parallel with technological efforts, an education programme was launched, where mana
whenua, including Viki and Arana, played an active role in educating the community.
Ambassadors were stationed at boat ramps and on the water to inform boat skippers and
visitors to the Bay of Islands about the CAN and Rahui, ensuring they understood the
importance of the restrictions in place.

Given the scale of the infestation and the limitations of government funding, mana whenua
and the local community established a community-driven team to ensure the continuation
of the eradication efforts. In April 2024, the government announced $5 million in funding to
accelerate the eradication work, which will be used to scale up the dredging operation and
refine the technology.
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The mechanical suction dredge developed by Johnson Brothers is seen as a groundbreaking
solution. With the funding boost, the dredging operation is set to expand, initially focusing on
Omakiwi Cove, but with plans to scale the technology for use in other affected areas, such
as Aotea (Great Barrier Island), where Caulerpa has also been found. The technology is
expected to be scalable and transferable to other regions, positioning New Zealand as a
leader in the global fight against Caulerpa and similar marine pests.

This collaboration between mana whenua, local councils, government agencies, and the
community is a prime example of how partnerships can drive meaningful change. The
successful development of the mechanical dredge marks the first time such technology has
been created specifically to address Caulerpa in New Zealand, and it could become the
world’s first solution to eradicate the invasive seaweed at scale.

Viki, Arana, and their team’s leadership exemplifies how traditional knowledge, community
involvement, and modern technology can work together to protect and restore the
environment. As the dredging technology continues to evolve, it has the potential not only to
restore the health of the Bay of Islands but also to provide a model for addressing marine
invasive species worldwide.

This initiative serves as a beacon for future generations, demonstrating the critical role of
kaitiaki in ensuring the health of the moana and protecting the taonga of Te Tai Tokerau for
years to come.

9.2 Foreshore and Seabed

Patukeha hold manawhenua, manamoana, and mana takutaimoana over the foreshore and
seabed in Ipipiri, from Kororareka to Tikitiki, across to Motukokako, and down to Taupiri Bay.
Despite this inalienable right, successive local governments have continually overlooked
Patukeha’s authority, a situation further entrenched by the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai
Moana) Act 2011. This ongoing neglect has resulted in the degradation of our foreshore,
seabed, harbour, and waterways, diminishing the wellbeing of these areas for both Patukeha
and the wider community. Most importantly, it has hindered our ability to fulfil our
responsibilities as tangata whenua and kaitiaki, leading to the destruction of vital kaimoana
beds, bird roosting sites, tauranga waka, waahi tapu, and nohoanga sites due to
industrialisation and reclamation.

While the Takutai Moana Act 2011 offers some progress compared to the Foreshore and
Seabed Act 2004, it still fails to adequately recognise Patukeha’s longstanding rights and
interests over these lands and waters. We assert that we are the rightful owners of the
foreshore and seabed within our rohe, as we were before 6th February 1840, a title we have
never relinquished. The Crown’s position suggests that the Act’s mechanisms - such as iwi
management plans and customary interests - are a basis for partnerships. However, these
tools have not resulted in genuine partnerships or allowed Patukeha to meaningfully exercise
our rights, particularly within the frameworks of the Resource Management Act (RMA 1991)
and the Local Government Act (LGA 2004).



Furthermore, the notion of ‘public domain’ effectively cloaks Crown ownership, with the
Crown controlling these areas as if it were the owner, while areas in private ownership, largely
by non-Maori, remain untouched. Although the reinstatement of the right to claim customary
title in the High Court represents progress, the burden of proof should lie with the Crown to
disprove our claims, rather than requiring tangata whenua to prove the existence of our rights.
The criteria for proving territorial or non-territorial interests remain impractical, particularly
when the "exclusive use and occupancy” of our lands and waters has been undermined by
breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

9.2a Historical Impact and Continuing Challenges

The historical loss of our foreshore and seabed rights has had profound cultural,
environmental, social, and economic consequences for Patukeha, many of which persist
today due to the failure to formally recognise our customary rights. This erosion of rights has
directly impacted our ability to uphold traditional practices and sustainably manage
resources. Moving forward, we seek formal recognition and a genuine partnership in
managing the foreshore and seabed, particularly in relation to port activities, reclamation,
and other developments within our takutai moana.

9.2b Action

Patukeha will continue to pursue just outcomes through the Waitangi claims process,
advocating for equitable partnership arrangements that reaffirm our role as kaitiaki. We will
advocate for adequate resource allocation to ensure we can manage and protect our rohe,
addressing ongoing challenges such as industrialisation, pollution, and invasive species. We
will also assert our customary rights over specific sites and areas within our takutai moana,
ensuring that our traditions, cultural practices, and environmental responsibilities are
acknowledged and respected. These rights must be reflected in both local and national
policies, particularly regarding land use, port activities, and reclamation projects.

9.2c Methods

Action Point Description Action Steps

Develop a hapu-led : :
1. Development of a management plan for the Establish a working group

Comprehensive Bioihareiinid eedbad thi mvolv.ln.g environmental experts,
Foreshore and iwi leaders, and local

Seabed Management TegraLes traqmonal eeolagleal stakeholders to develop the
knowledge with contemporary

Plan . . management plan.
environmental science.
Partner with government :
; g : Seek funding and resources for
agencies, local councils, NGOs, . .
2 ; large-scale restoration projects,
2. Partnerships for and private sector groups to ,
> : leveraging government grants,
Restoration Projects restore damaged areas such as

philanthropic organisations, or

kaimoana beds and bird roosting : 5
: community fundraising.
sites.
Advocate for legal reforms to Engage with legal experts and
3. Advocacy for Legal better refl.ect Patuk.e_ha.s political leaders .to .propose
ownership and kaitiaki amendments to existing laws or
Reform e -
responsibilities over the create new legislation that

foreshore and seabed. protects Patukeha’s rights.




Action Point

Description

Action Steps

4. Cultural Impact
Assessments for
Development
Projects

Establish a proactive system to
assess the cultural and
environmental impacts of
developments within the takutai
moana.

Set up a formal protocol for
conducting cultural impact
assessments in collaboration
with other iwi and environmental
organisations.

5. Promotion of Maori
Leadership in Local
Governance

Advocate for increased
representation of Patukeha in
local governance bodies,
particularly those affecting the
foreshore and seabed.

Advocate for a Patukeha
representative or a Maori
advisory body within local
governance structures,
particularly in port authorities
and environmental management
boards.

6. Engagement with
the Private Sector on
Sustainable
Development

Work with private landowners,

developers, and businesses to

ensure sustainable practices in
the rohe.

Establish a working group to
engage with private sector
stakeholders and develop
guidelines for sustainable

development within the rohe.

7. Ongoing Education
and Awareness
Campaigns

Educate the wider public about
Patukeha’s rights and
responsibilities as kaitiaki,
highlighting the cultural and
environmental significance of
the foreshore and seabed.

Launch an awareness campaign
using media, public events, and
community outreach to highlight
Patukeha’s role and educate the
public on preserving the
foreshore and seabed.

8. Collaborative
Marine Conservation
Initiatives

Partner with other iwi and
conservation groups to create a
regional marine conservation
programme addressing
overfishing, pollution, and
invasive species.

Join or form a regional marine
conservation group that
includes iwi, local councils,
NGOs, and other stakeholders
to coordinate conservation
efforts.

9. Developing
Monitoring and
Enforcement
Systems

Establish monitoring systems for
the health of the foreshore,
seabed, and waterways,
particularly in culturally
significant areas.

Set up a community-led
monitoring network and work
with local authorities to enforce
environmental protections.

10. Encourage
Sustainable Tourism
Practices

Develop a sustainable tourism
framework to ensure tourism
supports the health of the
foreshore and seabed while
respecting cultural values.

Collaborate with local tourism
operators to implement
sustainable tourism practices
that protect the environment
and promote cultural
awareness.

9.3 Kaupapa mo te Taha Moana me te Taiwhenua | Coastal and Rural
Management

Over the past 170 years, Patukeha's access to the coastal environment for gathering mahinga
kai and fulfilling kaitiaki responsibilities has been significantly reduced. This has been caused
by the degradation of sites, loss of mahinga kai resources, physical access restrictions, and
competing uses. Customary access is a right, not a privilege, meaning that tangata whenua
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must have unimpeded physical access to the coastal marine area. This right includes
ensuring that public and recreational access is balanced with our need to carry out our
customary practices, such as the collection of kai and the maintenance of cultural sites.

While there are valid reasons to restrict public access to sensitive areas to protect habitats
and breeding grounds for indigenous species, it is crucial that customary access is not
unduly limited. There must be a balance between protecting the environment and ensuring
that Patukeha can carry out our responsibilities as kaitiaki. This means that Patukeha’s right
to access sites and resources in the coastal environment for customary and kaitiaki purposes
must be recognised and provided for, independent of general public access. Further, land
purchasers adjacent to the coast should not be able to claim ownership of the foreshore,
whether real or perceived, to block access.

Te Runanga O Patukeha acknowledges the importance of providing assurance to everyone
with an interest, particularly ensuring that both public and customary access is secured for
current and future generations. There is also a need for compulsory esplanade areas to be
created along the coast through mechanisms such as esplanade reserves, strips, or
conservation areas. These should apply to all coastal properties upon subdivision consent,
ensuring appropriate public access to these areas.

A disconnect between the agencies responsible for managing the coastal marine area (such
as DOC, FNDC, NRC, MPI, and the Police) has made it difficult to create cohesive policies,
set effective bylaws, and enforce them. Collaborative management between these agencies,
Patukeha, and the community is essential to protect our coastal resources, natural
character, landscape values, and public amenity. This approach will help address current
access issues while safeguarding the environment for future generations.

9.3a Challenges

a) Over time, Patukeha’s access to the coastal marine area and customary resources has
been severely restricted and degraded.

b) Unrestricted public access, including by vehicles and horses, can negatively impact
kaimoana, taonga species, waahi tapu, and public safety and amenity values.

9.3b Commitment

a) Patukehais committed to promoting the health of dune and beach ecosystems, ensuring
public safety, and protecting significant sites, natural character, and amenity values
through collaborative management with relevant agencies.

b) Customary access to coastal resources will be protected and enhanced.

c) Vehicularaccess to the beach will be limited to the following purposes:

- Customary management and kaitiaki monitoring (e.g., mahinga kai and policing
of bylaws) by Patukeha

- Emergency and lifeguard services

- Scientific or ecological research or monitoring in conjunction with Patukeha.

9.3c Action

a) Customary access to the coastal environment is a right, not a privilege, and must be
recognised and provided for independently of general public access.



c)

d)

b) Policies and plans developed by statutory agencies must recognise Patukeha’s rights to
access:
- Allwaahitapu
- Kai harvesting and collection
- Taonga for traditional, customary, and cultural uses
- Kaitiaki and cultural health monitoring.
Te Runanga O Patukeha will continue to collaborate with relevant agencies to find practical
solutions to public access issues in our rohe.
TRP will oppose any coastal land use or development that leads to further loss of customary
access to the coastal marine area, including any activities that result in the private ownership
of the foreshore.

9.3d Methods

a) Patukeha will continue to advocate for the recognition of these policies by the relevant
agencies.

b) TRP willwork closely with agencies involved in public access policies to ensure Patukeha
is fully engaged in decision-making processes.

c) Patukeha will seize opportunities to educate the community about our cultural values
related to the coast and encourage positive attitudinal change.

d) Councils issuing consents that could affect customary access will include conditions
that protect and enhance customary access.

e) TRP will continue to advocate for the appointment of a kaitiaki monitor to patrol beaches
and other significant areas on a full-time basis. The kaitiaki monitor would perform the
following activities:

- Monitoring kaimoana beds and adherence to fishing restrictions
- Coastal cultural health surveys

- Monitoring sites of cultural significance

- Monitoring wildlife

- Observing dog and horse bylaws; and

- Engaging in education and advocacy with the general public.

9.4 Offshore Oil Exploration and Mining

The past century of reliance on oil has now reached a turning point, demanding urgent
attention. The 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico starkly highlighted
the devastating consequences of our ongoing dependence on oil. As easily accessible oil
sources deplete, companies are increasingly turning to more remote and risky areas that
were previously considered too difficult or dangerous to exploit. Our coastlines have now
become a focus for these efforts, with the government appearing intent on accommodating
large oil and mining interests.

The current regulatory regime, including the Crown Minerals Act 1991 and the Exclusive
Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012 (EEZ Act), is overly
complex, difficult for iwi to engage with, and ineffective. While prospecting and exploration
for petroleum and minerals are classified as "permitted activities," drilling requires a permit.
However, decisions made by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) have proceeded
despite significant gaps in key information, particularly regarding oil spill modelling and
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emergency response capabilities. For these activities to proceed in our waters, the highest
environmental standards, full liability coverage, and guaranteed cleanup capacity mustbein
place - none of which are currently assured. Furthermore, recent government legislation has
restricted opposition at sea, further undermining our civil rights and tino rangatiratanga.

Patukeha supports the position of Te Whanau a Apanui in their resolute defence of our
ancestral lands and waters from the destructive practice of deep-sea oil drilling. As they have
said, this issue is not only for us but for all New Zealanders: “We are resolute in our defence
of our ancestral lands and waters, and we call on all those who support our opposition to
stand with us in defence of what we all treasure.”

9.4a Challenges

a) The lack of appropriate environmental policy to protect Tangaroa’s realm from the
harmful effects of offshore petroleum exploration and mining.

9.4b Commitment

a) Offshore petroleum exploration and mining will not be permitted within the boundaries of
Patukeha’s gazetted rohe moana, extending eastward from our landward coastal
boundaries to the outer limits of New Zealand’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

9.4c Action

a) Patukeha will oppose any offshore petroleum exploration and mining proposals within
our gazetted rohe moana, extending eastward to the limit of New Zealand’s EEZ.

b) The Crown and petroleum or mining companies must engage in early and good faith
consultation with Patukeha before seeking any prospecting, exploration, or drilling
licenses within our rohe moana or extending eastward to the EEZ.

9.4d Methods:

a) TRPwill collaborate with hapu and iwi to continue opposing these activities and advocate
for statutory changes to protect our coastline.

b) TRP will explore the use of Section 15(3) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 and provisions
within the Minerals Programme for Petroleum (2005) to protect culturally significant areas
from being included in offshore exploration permit blocks or mineral programs.

9.5 Customary Fisheries

The waters of Ipipiri and our estuaries are taonga gifted by our tipuna. As kaitiaki, we are
responsible for protecting and restoring this taonga for our mokopuna. These waters once
teemed with kaimoana such as kuku, tipa, kina, paua, tuatua, kokota, huwai, pipi, pupu,
papaka, kumukumu, pioke, kahawai, tuna, kanae, wheke, whai, tamure, aua, patiki, and
parore. However, poor management over the past century has caused a significant decline in
marine species due to degraded water quality, habitat loss, and over-harvesting. This decline
is compounded by the erosion of traditional knowledge and cultural practices that once
sustained these resources.
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Our mana as tangata whenua is diminished when we cannot practise manaakitanga—our
traditional practice of gathering kaimoana for our families and visitors. This not only affects
our cultural wellbeing but also has economic consequences, as we are unable to provide
kaimoana to support our whanau. Historically, this practice supplemented low incomes and
provided essential nutritional benefits.

The current fisheries model has failed to protect or sustain our mahinga kai and taonga
species. Despite the Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992 (TOWFSA),
the benefits have not flowed effectively to Patukeha through Mandated Iwi Organisations
(MIOs). Today, we rely on customary management and recreational harvests for whanau
sustenance. Overfishing, pollution, bycatch, and the over-allocation of fishing rights
continue to make customary harvesting unsustainable. In the past five years, only a handful
of customary take permits have been issued by our Rohe Moana Committee due to the
depletion of kaimoana resources.

The Roopu Moana team works alongside other agencies, such as NIWA, to monitor the health
of our mahinga kai using cultural health indicators (CHI). However, implementing fisheries
management tools like Taiapure and Mataitai Reserves remains a challenge. Establishing
these reserves is a time-consuming and resource-intensive process, which highlights the
need for a more unified and integrated approach to fisheries management.

Our rohe moana and tangata kaitiaki were gazetted in May 2009 under the Kaimoana
Fisheries Regulations 1998. Although our traditional interests extend further, limited
resources have slowed our progress in establishing more mataitai reserves. Our focus is on
finding solutions to protect our coastal ecosystems, including improving land-based
management and ensuring water quality standards are met for customary rights to be
exercised safely.

9.5a Challenges | Concerns Regarding Marine Reserves

As a Treaty partner, Te Rinanga o Patukeha reserves the right to have the first option at
implementing a customary management tool that allows for the gathering of kaimoana for
customary and food gathering purposes. We view marine reserves as a confiscation of
potential sites for implementing customary Maori management tools such as mataitai,
taiapure, and rahui.

As tangata whenua, we believe we should not have our choices limited by the Department of
Conservation (DOC) locking up prime fishing areas within our rohe as no-take marine
reserves forever. Until all of our customary areas have been identified and suitable tools
applied to achieve our objectives, we do not accept the Crown imposing area controls within
our rohe that could prevent, or limit customary take, or our choice of areas for this take.

If, after a reasonable amount of time, a marine reserve fails to achieve its stated objectives,
it should revert to normal status to provide for the needs of Patukeha hapi. The markers for
this baseline must be developed in collaboration with stakeholders, and we welcome
feedback and input to assist in this process.

Our rohe faces several challenges:
a) Discharges from industrial activities, biosecurity risks, and over-harvesting further
threaten our mahinga kai.
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