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To: Karl Ye / Joel McKinlay                                                                                    29/10/2026 

Pokeno Developments Limited 

 

Subject: Fast-Track Referral Request – Pookeno Tourism and Development Project 

 

Teenaa Koutou, 

Pookeno is an area of traditional interest to Ngaati Te Ata. This also includes Te Awa o Waikato 

(and its many tributaries and associated wetlands. Ngaati Te Ata has a traditional history in this 

area through our ancestor Tapaue (Rangatira Waikato). 

Ngaati Te Ata has a long association with development that has occurred over the last 20 years 

in Pookeno. Our ultimate goal has always been to achieve best cultural and environmental 

outcomes.  

Summary of the Proposal 

The applicant is proposing a large-scale housing and tourism development in Pookeno under 

the Fast Track Approvals Act 2024 called “The Pookeno Housing and Tourism Project”. 

Pookeno needs a wastewater solution. 

A centralised wastewater treatment system within the land holding is also proposed, featuring 

a Membrane Bioreactor type (MBR) plant. Treated wastewater will be disposed of via land-

contact devices and designated outfall areas, with potential reuse options. This wastewater 

solution will service all of the Yes Valley resort and tourism activities and the urban 

development at Pookeno West and Pookeno South and potentially the wider community.  

The project will unlock stalled development in Pookeno, which has been constrained by the 

refusal of new wastewater connections by Watercare Services Limited (WSL) and Waikato 

District Council (WDC), which would likely mean no new development in Pokeno for 10 to 20 

years. 

Infrastructure and Environmental Considerations 

Ngaati Te Ata acknowledges the critical infrastructure challenges facing Pookeno, particularly 

the halt in development caused by wastewater constraints. We agree that reliance on council-

led solutions is no longer viable.  






