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• confirmation that earthworks would be undertaken to ensure that land stability effects are 
minimised and including adherence with the code of practice and general compactions 
standards; 

• advice that the Applicant had contacted Mana Whenua groups who had key interests in 
Pokeno (Ngati Te Ata, Ngati Tamaoho and Ngati Naho) and that consultation is on-going 
and is in the process of being expanded to Waikato-Tainui and Treaty Settlement Entities; 

• advice that consultation with Waikato District Council is on-going; and 

• advice that the Project would address approvals under other Acts (e.g. Wildlife Act) as 
mandatory consultation with the Department of Conservation/Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga. 

Waikato Regional Council verbally noted their appreciation of the memo and pre-application 
meeting and indicated a willingness to assist in reviewing the list of regional consent triggers. 

5 August 2025 - Meeting  

Allan Sanson 
(Applicant’s team) and 
Waikato Regional 
Council’s Chief 
Executive and Consents 
Manager. 

Allan Sanson informed Waikato Regional Council’s Chief Executive/Consents Manager of the 
Applicant’s Project and the intention to lodge this referral application.  

Positive verbal feedback was received with offers to help the Applicant where possible in the 
process.   

28 October 2025 – Email 

Applicant to Waikato 
Regional Council 
requesting comments 
on methodology for 
baseline aquatic 
monitoring.  

Email 31 October 2025: Waikato Regional Council staff member advised they had briefly reviewed 
the email and had no comments. However, they also clarified that this email had not been shared 
with the Waikato Regional Council’s ecologists or scientists, and would do so once more technical 
detail is available.  
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• the key likely consents relevant to Waikato District Council (being earthworks, subdivision, 
land use consents for resort and tourism activities, and infrastructure); 

• the likelihood of the substantive application providing details for staging of the 
development;  

• the list of experts who had been engaged to provide technical advice and input into the 
working concept and referral application; 

• general details for how stormwater would be managed (i.e. appropriate sizing of pipes, 
design to account for 100-year storm, stormwater quality treatment through 
wetlands/raingardens, retention and detention via wetlands). 

• general details as to how wastewater servicing would occur via a private, centralised 
wastewater treatment plant using a membrane bioreactor or hybrid system so as to achieve 
very high quality standards;  

• general details as to how a public water supply could be provided to service the Project.  

• confirmation that geotechnical assessments had been undertaken to support the now 
operative zones within the Project area and that site-specific reports would be provided with 
the substantive application; 

• confirmation that earthworks would be undertaken to ensure that land stability effects are 
minimised and including adherence with the code of practice and general compactions 
standards; 

• advice that the Applicant had contacted Mana Whenua groups who had key interests in 
Pokeno (Ngati Te Ata, Ngati Tamaoho and Ngati Naho) and that consultation is on-going 
and is in the process of being expanded to Waikato-Tainui and Treaty Settlement Entities; 

• advice that consultation with Waikato Regional Council is on-going; and 

• advice that the Project would address approvals under other Acts (e.g. Wildlife Act) as 
mandatory consultation with the Department of Conservation/Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga. 

Waikato District Council provided pre-application meeting notes to the Applicant on 3.10.25 
(Attachment 20). These reflected the summarised proposals for the Precincts and noted the 
following: 

• the key reason for lodging the referral application as being the wastewater constraints; 
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• expected timing for lodgement of this referral application; 

• advice sought from the Applicant regarding the status of rules in terms of the operative 
Franklin Section of the Waikato District Plan; 

• discussions had with Waikato District Council’s Water Team about the wastewater aspect of 
the proposal; 

• On-going iwi consultation; 

• The Applicant’s planning advisors’ experience with other Fast Track proposals in the Hamilton 
City area; 

• Transport assessments in support of the Project; 

•  Advice as to whether operative Franklin Section provisions are in play or not for the proposals 
in each Precinct (dependent on appeals to the Operative in Part Waikato District Plan); 

• Confirmation that Waikato District Council holds no records of compliance or enforcement 
actions for the Applicant; and 

• Advice on development contributions and pre-application fees. 

14 October 2025 – Letter 
of Support 

Waikato District Council supports the Fast Track Referral application for a Membrane Bioreactor 
wastewater treatment plant in Pokeno.  

WDC’s letter in support (Attachment 15) highlights: 

• Pokeno’s rapid growth and strategic importance in regional planning. 

• Pokeno Development NZ Ltd’s significant landholdings capable of supporting over 2,000 
homes and employment zones. 

• Existing wastewater infrastructure constraints that block further development. 

• The proposed Membrane Bioreactor plant’s capacity to service 5,000 households and 
support broader growth. 

Waikato District Council supports the fast-track process conditionally, emphasising the need for 
robust standards, alignment with Te Ture Whaimana o te Awa o Waikato (Vision and Strategy for 
the Waikato River), and inclusion in the consenting process. They reserve the right to fully assess 
the substantive application and look forward to collaborating with stakeholders. 






























