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13 October 2025 

Land Status Report – Makaroro Riverbed 

Job 

Description 

We have been instructed by Tukituki Water Security Limited to investigate and 

prepare a land status (ownership) report of an island/dry land area located within the 

legal Makaroro River hydro parcel. The area of investigation is shown outlined in 

yellow below and is referred to throughout this report as ‘the Property’. 

AERIAL MAP SHOWING THE PROPERTY OUTLINED IN YELLOW AND THE EXTENT OF THE MAKARORO 

RIVER HYDRO PARCEL SHOWN HIGHLIGHTED IN BLUE.  

These investigations are further to our Land Status Report for the Makaroro River 

dated 8 October 2025. In particular, these investigations closely relate to Areas 12 

and 14 as defined in that report.  

Status Conservation Park pursuant to section 61(2) of the Conservation Act 1987. 

File TUK001-720426 Makaroro River Land Status Check/DOC Oxbow 

Job Number 720426-6030 

Instruction Instructed by Tukituki Water Security Limited further to our previous land status 

investigation report dated 8 October 2025. 

Instrument of 

Title 
The Property is not held within a Record of Title. 
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Administering 

Body/Owner 
Department of Conservation. 

Legal 

Description 

incl. LINZ 

Parcel ID 

Part bed of the Makaroro River, being LINZ Hydro Parcel ID 4254214.  

Area  Not defined. 

Location / 

Address 

Located in the Makaroro River near the Ruahine Forest Park and Wakarara in 

Tikokino, Central Hawke’s Bay. A map showing the general location of the Property 

is shown below.  

 
MAP WITH THE LOCATION OF THE PROPERTY GENERALLY CIRCLED IN RED. 

Interests 

Affecting the 

Status of the 

Land 

Nil 

Treaty 

Settlement 

Implications 

(Statutory 

Vesting or 

RFR) 

For the purposes of this report, we have examined the boundaries of all Iwi/Hapu 

listed on the Directory of Iwi and Māori Organisations (Te Puna Kokiri [Ministry of 

Māori Development] website. 

The Property falls within the Heretaunga Tamatea and Trustees of the Heretaunga 

Tamatea Settlement area. The Heretaunga Tamatea Settlement Claims Act 2018 is 

relevant to this Iwi.  
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Evidence 

Introduction 

The Property comprises a portion of land located within the legal boundaries of the Makaroro 

River. In determining the land status (ownership) of this land, we have investigated the 

acquisition history of the nearby Ruahine State Forest Park and the Gwavas Forest.  

Acquisition History 

The following section of this report follows a chronological acquisition history and interpretation 

of survey and Gazettal records. This has provided evidence of ownership of the Property. 

May 1881 New Zealand Gazette 1881 page 667 temporarily reserved land in the Wakarara 

Survey District for the “growth and preservation of timber” pursuant to section 144 of 

the Land Act 1877. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZGZ 1881 P 667. 

Section 114 of the Land Act 1877 allows the Governor to temporaily reserve Crown 

lands for a certain purpose by publication in the NZ Gazette. One month following such 

publication, the land can be permanently reserved pursuant to section 145 of the Land 

Act 1877. The land had not yet been surveyed.  

July 1881 New Zealand Gazette 1881 page 959 permanently reserved land in Wakarara 

pursuant to section 145 of the Land Act 1877, for the purposes of “Growth and 

preservation of timber”.  
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EXTRACT FROM NZ GAZETTE NOTICE 1881 PAGE 959, WITH THE LAND RELEVANT TO THE PROPERTY 

HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW.  

February 

1900 

By NZ Gazette Notice 1900 page 429, the Governor set apart land forming part of the 

Crown lands for State Forest pursuant to The New Zealand State Forests Act 1885, 

including 10,450 acres more or less in the Ngaruroro and Wakarara Survey Districts.  
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EXTRACT FROM NZGZ 1900 P 429, WITH THE LAND RELEVANT TO THE PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTED IN 

YELLOW.  

January 

1968 

SO 5833, being a plan of land to be declared State Forest, was approved for record 

purposes on 18 January 1968.  

The existing State Forest (declared via NZGZ 1900 page 429 above) is also depicted 

on this plan, with the Property making up part of this area and located at the junction 

of the Makaroro River and Makaroro Stream.  

 
EXTRACT FROM SO 5833, WITH THE PROPERTY SHOWN CIRCLED IN YELLOW.  
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January 

1976 

New Zealand Gazette Notice 1976 page 69 set apart State forest land as a State forest 

park known as “Ruahine State Forest Park” pursuant to section 63A(1)(a) of the 

Forests Act 1949. 

 

 
           EXTRACTS FROM NZGZ 1976 P 69. 

January 

1979 

SO 7439 is a plan of Section 8 Block IX Wakarara SD, which is located on the opposite 

side of the Makaroro River from the Property. We can see from this survey that the 

Property has been shown distinct from the Makaroro Riverbed.  
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EXTRACT FROM SO 7439 WITH THE PROPERTY CIRCLED IN YELLOW.  

January 

1991 

DP 21614, being a plan for the purposes of the Crown Forests Assets Act 1989, was 

approved as to survey on 14 January 1991.  

 
EXTRACT FROM DP 21614. 

The plan depicts the Property as being a land parcel distinct from the Makaroro River.  
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May 1991 SO 10158, being a Crown Forest Plan, was certified correct for the purposes of the 

Crown Forest Assets Act 1989 on 16 May 1991. The Property was not taken for Crown 

Forest, but has been depicted as being distinct from the Makaroro Riverbed.  

 
EXTRACT FROM SO 10158. 

April 1997 SO 9356 being a Department of Conservation allocation plan of State Forest lands 

was  created on 16 April 1997. This plan shows which lands are to be allocated to the 

Department of Conservation as part of NZMS 281 U22.  

 
EXTRACT FROM SO 9356 SHOWING THE RUAHINE STATE FOREST PARK ON THE LEFT AND THE 

PROPERTY CIRCLED IN YELLOW, WITH THE THICK BLACK LINE BEING THE BOUNDARIES. 
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The following information was obtained from the face of SO 9356: 

• The land was transferred to the Department of Conservation under section 60 of 

the Conservation Act 1987.  

 

• A cabinet paper of 17 December 1987 is referred to on the face of SO 9356, as 

noted on the face of SO Plan 9356: 

 

• The Ruahine State Forest Park (which includes the Property and other nearby land 

marked ‘1’ on the above extract from SO 9356)  is deemed to be a Conservation 

Park pursuant to section 61(2) of the Conservation Act 1987.   

 

Survey would be required to determine the metes and bounds of the Property.  

The Schedule for SO 9356 refers to the parcels labelled ‘1’ (which includes the 

Property) and confirms the landowner is deemed to tbe the Department of 

Conservation. 

 
EXTRACT FROM SCHEDULE TO SO 9356.   

In addition to the above, SO 9334 was drafted, being a State Owned Enterprise (SOE) 

map.  SO 9334  defines Crown Land and State Forest to be transferred to an SOE 
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pursuant to the State-owned Enterprises Act 1986. The land to be transferred  is shown 

outlined in bold black lines. We can see from this plan that the Property was 

specificially excluded from the area to be transferred. 

 
EXTRACT FROM SO 9334. 

Statutory Interpretation 

Conservation Act 1987  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 60 – Acquisition of land for administrative purposes 

(1) The Director-General may acquire land or any interest in land for the 

purposes of the Department and the due administration of this Act.  

(2) The Director-General may on behalf of the Sovereign, without 

complying with any provision of this Act (other than section 50(2)) or 

any provision of the Land Act 1948, dispose of— 

(a) any land acquired under subsection (1); or 

(b) any interest in any such land; or 

(c) any interest in land (being an interest acquired under subsection 

(1))— 

if the land concerned is, at the time of disposal, neither a conservation 

area nor Crown land. 

Section 60F – Record of title in respect of conservation areas 

(1) On the written request of the Director-General in respect of any of the 

land for the time being held under this Act for conservation purposes 

or for the purposes of the Department, the Registrar-General of Land 

must issue a record or records of title under the Land Transfer Act 

2017 (in the name of the Sovereign for conservation purposes or for 

the purposes of the Department). 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM106909#DLM106909
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM250585
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM6731002
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM6731002
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(2) For the purposes only of the Land Transfer Act 2017, a request under 

subsection (1) is conclusive evidence that the land to which it relates 

is held under this Act for conservation purposes or, as the case 

requires, for the purposes of the Department. 

(3) If the survey of any land is inadequate for the issue of a record of title 

under subsection (1), the Registrar-General of Land may require the 

Director-General to deposit such other plan as the Registrar-General 

of Land, after consultation with the Surveyor-General, thinks sufficient 

to comply with section 224 of the Land Transfer Act 2017. 

 

Section 61 – Certain former State Forest land to become protected 

area on commencement of Act 

(2) Any land that, immediately before the commencement of this Act, — 

(a) was a forest park; and 

(b) was not shown on any plan lodged in the office of the Chief 

Surveyor for the land district in which it is situated (being a plan 

certified as correct for the purposes of section 24 of the State-

Owned Enterprises Act 1986 by the Chief Surveyor) as being 

allocated for possible transfer to a State enterprise, — 

shall, until it, —  

(c) is declared to be held for conservation purposes under section 

7(1);  

(d) or is vested in a State enterprise under the said section 24, — 

be deemed to be a conservation park. 

(Emphasis added) 

(3) When any land to which subsection (2) applies is declared to be held 

for conservation purposes under section 7(1), it shall be deemed to 

have been declared to be held for the purpose of a 

conservation park  by a notice in the Gazette under section 18(1). 

(9) Until it is— 

(a) declared to be held for conservation purposes under section 

7(1); or 

(b) vested in a State enterprise under section 24 of the State-

Owned Enterprises Act 1986,— 

all land that is deemed by this section to be a conservation park, 

a wilderness area, or an ecological area shall be deemed to be held 

under this Act for conservation purposes; but neither it nor any 

interest in it shall be disposed of except by vesting as aforesaid. 

(Emphasis added) 

(10) Nothing in subsection (9) restricts or prevents the granting under this 

Act of a concession over any land. 

As seen in the acquisition history, the Property was part of a forest park 

prior to the commencement of the Conservation Act 1987, \and was 

specifically excluded from SO 9334 (being an SOE plan). 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM6731002
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM6731441#DLM6731441
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM104251#DLM104251
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM104682#DLM104682
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM104251#DLM104251
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM104251#DLM104251
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM98075#DLM98075
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We have not viewed any evidence to suggest that the Property was 

subsequently declared to be held for conservation purposes or vested in 

a State enterprise.  

Therefore, the Property is a conservation park pursuant to section 61(2) 

of the Conservation Act 1987.  This definition applies regardless of 

whether the land had been transferred to DOC under section 60. 

A Conservation Park is described in section 19: 

Section 19 – Conservation parks 

(1) Every conservation park shall so be managed— 

(a) that its natural and historic resources are protected; and 

(b) subject to paragraph (a), to facilitate public recreation and 

enjoyment. 

(2) Where a committee is constituted by or under regulations made under 

subsection (3) in respect of any conservation park, it may advise the 

Minister on the area’s management. 

(3) The Governor-General may from time to time, by Order in Council, 

make regulations constituting, or providing for the constitution, 

appointment, or election, of a committee to advise the Minister on the 

management of any conservation park or parks, and defining its 

functions. 

[subsections 4 and 5 omitted] 

We have searched for regulations made under the authority of section 

19(3) but have not found any.   

Section 7(1A) authorises deemed Conservation Park to be declared held 

for Conservation Purposes (note section 7(1) is included for context): 

7 Land may be acquired and held for conservation purposes 

(1) The Minister, and the Minister responsible for an agency or 

department of State that has control of any land, may jointly, by 

notice in the Gazette describing it, declare that the land is held 

for conservation purposes; and, subject to this Act, it shall 

thereafter be so held. 

(1A) Notwithstanding subsection (1), in the case of any land to 

which section 61 or section 62 applies, the Minister may, by notice in 

the Gazette describing it, declare that the land is held for 

conservation purposes; and, subject to this Act, it shall thereafter 

be so held. 

(Emphasis added) 

Hawkes Bay Regional 

Investment Company 

Ltd v. Royal Forest and 

Bird Protection Society 

of New Zealand Inc 

[2017] NZSC 106 

This Supreme Court decision relates to the revocation by the Minister of 

Conservation of an area of conservation park under s 18(7) of the 

Conservation Act 1987 to facilitate an exchange of land. While the 

decision is noted, no detailed commentary or analysis is considered 

necessary for the purposes of this report. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM106966#DLM106966
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1987/0065/latest/link.aspx?search=sw_096be8ed81f8e202_park_25_se&p=1&id=DLM106977#DLM106977
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Crown Forest Assets 

Act 1989 

The Crown Forest Assets Act 1989 provides for: 

(a) the management of the Crown’s forest assets: 

(b) the transfer of those assets while at the same time protecting the 

claims of Maori under the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975: 

(c) in the case of successful claims by Maori under that Act, the 

transfer of Crown forest land to Maori ownership and for payment 

by the Crown to Maori of compensation: 

(d) other incidental matters 

The Gwavas Forest (as depicted on DP 21614 and SO 10158) was 

subject to this Act and was later transferred to Heretaunga Tamatea as 

part of a settlement claim. We can see from the available evidence that 

the Property was not included within the Gwavas Forest or the settlement. 

 

Aerial Imagery 

From review of aerial imagery, it can be seen that the Property was originally surrounded by 

branches of the Makaroro River and the Makaroro Stream. It appears from more recent 

imagery that one of these branches is largely dry. 

1980 
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1999 

 

2010 
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2024 
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Status 

The Property is deemed Conservation Park under section 61(2) of the Conservation Act 1987. 

 

 

Prepared by:  Reviewed by: 

   

Amber Underwood 

P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t  

03 363 5901 / 027 253 8796 

aunderwood@propertygroup.co.nz 

 

 Jackie Haynes 

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  

027 271 4405 
 
jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz 

 

Disclaimer 

This Status Report is based on available evidence and records. 

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 

of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Status Reports.  
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Appendix – Title and Survey Records 
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