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From:   
Sent: Monday, 8 June 2026 9:12 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation 
 
Good morning   
Replacing the draft with the final version of the consultation summary.   
Please do let us know if you have any queries regarding the same or wish to discuss further.  
Kind regards and have a good day ahead.  

  
 
From:   
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2026 4:46 pm 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: Re: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
 
Thanks very much .  
 
We will go over this next week with our team and weave it into feedback we have also received from 
the Councils.   
 
We will be back in touch if we have any clarifications.  
 
Kind regards,  

  
 
Get Outlook for Android  

From:  
Sent: Friday, 05 June 2026 16:33:16 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
  
Good afternoon  
Further to my last email, attached a DRAFT version of the consultation summary.   
Please note that this version has not been approved as the Fast Track Manager is away sick and as 
such, is subject to change.   
A final version will be provided to you next week. 
Any queries, please let me know. 
Kind regards 

 
   
   
From:   
Sent: Friday, 5 June 2026 11:42 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
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Is there any update today? I understand that the draft comments were completed last Friday. We 
have received all primary Hawkes Bay and Hastings District Council feedback on this project and are 
in the process of finalising the application material. 
   
Thanks, 

  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Senior Associate 

 

barker.co.nz 
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.  

   
   
From:   
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2026 11:17 am 
To:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Hi there  
I hope you had a lovely long weekend too.   
I will come back to you on this as soon as possible. 
Kind regards 

 
   
From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 3 June 2026 12:32 pm 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Hi  
   
Trust you had a nice long weekend. I am following up to see if the DOC feedback for Brookvale Green 
is ready for release? Look forward to hearing back from you. 
   
Thanks, 

  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  
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Senior Associate 

 

barker.co.nz 
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.  

   
   
From:   
Sent: Thursday, 21 May 2026 4:39 pm 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Hi  
   
As discussed at our meeting, we are several days away from finalising the full condition suite. 
However, fortunately, it is quite simple to isolate out the fauna management conditions so we able to 
send these through today.  
   
First of all, I have set out the summary of consents required below as I think this is helpful to provide 
context to how the conditions suite will come together. This includes the relevant section of the RMA 
and the relevant consenting authority: 
   
Subdivision, land use, stream works, structure within proximity to a stream, regional diversion and 
discharge and regional water take activities to enable:  

1. Proposed yield of 203 residential dwellings as part of a comprehensive urban development 
(RMA s9). – HDC  

2. Subdivision (RMA s11) including vested roads, accessways and a local purpose drainage 
reserve. – HDC 

3. Infrastructure and site works associated with the subdivision and the development, including 
roads, drainage reserves, parking, accessways, and infrastructure for three waters services 
(RMA s9 and s11) – HDC & HBRC 

4. Vegetation clearance and construction of a stormwater outfall within 6m of a stream 
(unnamed) in a flood control scheme area (RMA s9). – HBRC 

5. Activities associated with the realignment and diversion of Watercourse 1, culvert upgrades 
and new access crossings, removal of existing culverts, fords and piped structures, wetland 
removal/reinstatement, reclamation of modified stream and drain channels, and the 
placement of structures within stream beds (RMA s13) – HBRC 

6. Temporary take and use of surface water for construction dust suppression purposes (from 
impounded stormwater) (RMA s14) – HBRC 

7. Diversion and discharge of stormwater into water or onto land (new discharge points to stream
channel) (RMA s15) – HBRC 

8. Disturbance and discharge of contaminated soil (RMA s9 & NES-CS) – HBRC 
9. Precautionary Wildlife Approval is also being sought for salvage, handling and relocation of 

indigenous lizards (Wildlife Act 1953). – DOC  
10. Wetland removal and reinstatement/enhancement (NES-FW)   
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The conditions we propose to adopt relating to fauna management will fall within the following 
consents: 

• Land Use Consent 
• Stream Works 
• Wildlife Approval 

   
Please refer to the attached document outlining the proposed fauna conditions for the Brookvale 
Green development in accordance with these approvals. Given the length of Fast-track condition 
documents, and noting that a comprehensive FMP will be submitted as part of the substantive 
application (the Stantec FMP), we have generally relied on implementation of the certified FMP as the 
primary mechanism to manage fauna-related works associated with the proposal. This approach has 
been adopted in a number of comparable fast-track approvals. Both councils have also indicated a 
preference to keep condition numbers concise to assist with implementation and monitoring during 
the construction phase. Notwithstanding, if there are any standard Wildlife Act approval conditions 
or procedural requirements that you consider should also be incorporated into the proposed 
condition set, please let us know. 
   
Look forward to hearing back from you. 
   
Thanks, 

  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Senior Associate 

 

barker.co.nz 
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.  

   
   
From:   
Sent: Thursday, 21 May 2026 11:34 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Kia ora ,  
Thank you for the update on the Brookvale Green project and ecological finds on Tuesday this week.  
I have  provided to the below summary to DOC’s project team and will come back with any 
corrections or additions.  
We will endeavour to provide a consultation summary by the end of next week, we can certainly 
provide it in advance of your proposed lodgement date of the 12th of June.  However, in order to 
prepare the summary, we would need to receive any outstanding information as soon as possible 
today, as any summary document would need to be provided to the applicable manager early next 
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week for approval, which allows only a short window for review.  If you could please send through the 
conditions that would be great.   
Kind regards  

  
   
   
From:   
Sent: Monday, 18 May 2026 11:35 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Kia ora anō   
   
Thanks for your time on the phone this morning.  
   
As discussed, I understand that DoC will be unable to provide a ballpark fee estimate before tomorrow’s 
meeting. That is fine, and we are happy to box on with the meeting tomorrow to keep things moving, on the 
basis of an agreed scope of what DoC representatives are doing in this phase of the project. Below is my 
understanding based on our earlier discussion:  

1. Review of pre-circulated reports sent by Jo on 8th May, noting that the ecological assessment is largely 
the same from referral, with the Fauna Management Plan being the main new report requiring 
assessment.  

2. 1x meeting (tomorrow) to discuss findings and any feedback.  
3. Questions or clarifications relating to the report or any findings.  
4. Follow up written comment (assume memo) confirming DoC’s position.  

   
Please let me know if this lines up with your expectations for the scope of DoC’s involvement in the phase of 
the project prior to lodgement of Brookvale Green substantive on 12th June. Otherwise, looking forward to 
catching up in our meeting tomorrow.  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Partner  

  

barker.co.nz 
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged 
information or copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not 
read, copy, use or disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you 
delete it and contact us at once by return email.  

 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/shave-for-archie  
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From:   
Sent: Sunday, 17 May 2026 11:24 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Kia ora   
   
Thanks for that. Yes, we would like to see an estimate please.  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Partner  

 

barker.co.nz 
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged 
information or copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not 
read, copy, use or disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you 
delete it and contact us at once by return email.  

 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/shave-for-archie  
   
   
From:   
Sent: Friday, 15 May 2026 4:24 pm 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Good afternoon,  
   
Thank you for your email and invite.  
   
I understand that the Applicant would like to minimise costs.  Given this, I would be attending the 
meeting with a member from our permissions and statutory teams only.  Further to this we would 
include a consultation summary by the end of the month, which may include commentary from 
others.   
   
In addition, please let me know if you would like to receive a ball-park cost estimate. This would be 
based on other similar projects.  
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Regards  
  

   
   
From:   
Sent: Thursday, 14 May 2026 11:41 am 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Hi  
   
Thanks for coming back to us with meeting times. I can confirm that our team can meet between 1-
2pm Tuesday 19th May to discuss Brookvale Green. We should only need 1 hour to discuss. 
   
In terms of the meeting agenda, we would like to focus discussion on the following matters: 

1. Key findings of the technical reporting provided to DOC last Friday, including: 
o Existing low ecological values associated with the site; 
o the positive ecological and stream restoration outcomes associated with the proposal; 

and 
o the generally supportive feedback received from both HDC and HBRC to date. 

2. The proposed FMP, which has been prepared by reputable consultants Stantec, and peer 
reviewed by Wild Ecology. The applicant is happy to adopt a FMP to ensure any potential 
effects on wildlife are avoided or mitigated. 

3. The proposed Wildlife Act approval. The applicant intends to pursue this approval on a 
precautionary basis, but keen to get your view on whether this is necessary given the findings 
of the reporting. 

4. Project programme and next steps, including the current intention to lodge the application 
with the EPA on 12 June 2026. To achieve this timeframe, we are aiming to conclude 
consultation with all stakeholders by the end of May.  

   
To make this meeting productive and an efficient use of all our time, we would appreciate DOC 
reviewing the documentation provided last Friday ahead of the meeting and coming prepared to 
discuss any feedback and any outstanding matters arising from that review. Our aim to land on 
conclusive final feedback from DOC to assist the Panel decision making process. I know from 
previous Fast-tracks (and working alongside one of the commissioners) that the Panel really 
appreciate this approach as it assists with the tight timeframes they are working to. 
   
Could you please send out a meeting invite from your end? 
   
Many thanks, 

  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Senior Associate 
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barker.co.nz 
 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.  

   
   
From:   
Sent: Wednesday, 13 May 2026 10:51 am 
To:  
Subject: RE: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
   
Good morning  
   
I hope you have had a good start to your day. 
   
In terms of a meeting, we are able to do between 12.30-1.30pm tomorrow (Thursday 14th May), 
between 12-2pm on Monday 18th of May or anytime between 10.30am – 2pm on Tuesday the 19th of 
May.  Please let me know if you would like me to look into further times, or if one of these timeslots 
would suit and how long your would like me to schedule the meeting for. 
   
Are you please able to provide a meeting agenda? 
   
Are you also able to tell me your timeframes to lodgement? 
   
Kind regards and thank you. 
   

 
   
   
From:   
Sent: Friday, 8 May 2026 1:09 pm 
To:  
Cc:  

Subject: Brookvale Green Fast-track application -DOC Consultation  
   
Good afternoon  
   
I have recently joined B&A and am assisting  with this application. 
   
As promised, please find attached advanced draft material for the Brookvale Green fast-track 
application for consideration by DOC. 

• Draft ecological assessment report 
• Draft fauna management plan 
• Concept masterplan 

Could you please forward this on to your team.  
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We would be happy to arrange a meeting late next week to go over the findings. Please let us know 
times that suit and we can coordinate at our end. 
   
Kind regards, 

  
   
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

  
Senior Associate 

 
 

 
 

  

barker.co.nz
 

 

Kerikeri, Whangārei, Warkworth, 
Auckland, Hamilton, Cambridge, 
Tauranga, Napier, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Queenstown, Wānaka  

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or copyright 
material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or disclose the contents 
without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at once by return email.  

   
   

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 

Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 







The information requirements for Complex Freshwater Fisheries Activity Approval as 
part of a substantive application for a referred project are specified in clause 3 of 
Schedule 9 of the Fast-track Amendment Act (‘FTAA’ or the ‘Act’). This Project will 
need to address this information requirement if Complex Freshwater Fisheries Activity 
Approval is needed. Conditions relating to a complex freshwater fisheries approval 
would be determined based on the information included in any application. 
 
DOC provided S17 comments and a S19 report on the Project.  In doing so, DOC is 
aware that Project (as per the Referral Application) included land administered under 
the Reserves Act 1977, being Lot 3-4, DP 481968 for local purpose (Amenity 
Reserve). This reserve is owned and administered by the Hastings District Council 
(‘HDC’).  Further the Project included land owned by an adjoining landowner, being 
Lot 16 and 21, DP 3449 with an Esplanade strip instrument pursuant to section 235 
of the Resource Management Act 1991 (‘RMA’).  The Esplanade strip is administered 
by the Hawkes Bay Regional Council (‘HBRC’). No information was provided about 
these land parcels as part of pre-lodgement engagement for the Substantive 
Application. As such, the below summary concentrates on the information provided 
on the 8th of May and 21st of May respectively. 
 
 

Treaty partners: 
Ngāti Kahungunu 
 
Heretaunga Tamatea 
 

Treaty Settlement 

implications/considerations: 

Heretaunga Tamatea Claims Settlement Act 2018 
 
DOC is not aware of any inconsistencies with the relevant Treaty Settlement, subject 
to any comments from the Treaty partner. 
 

Potential Resource Management 

Act (RMA) considerations and 

effects: 

Note: DOC’s role in relation to 

53(2)(m)(i) FTAA 

 

Biodiversity and Environmental Effects 

The relevant freshwater biodiversity and environmental effects must be considered 

as part of the full and comprehensive assessment of environmental effects included 

with any substantive application. This should specifically address the presence and 

management of freshwater ecological values (including wetlands) and any mitigation, 

offsetting and compensation required. The substantive applications conditions of 

consent should include conditions that apply the effects management hierarchy and 

specify how the requirements will be achieved for activities impacting on freshwater 

biodiversity such as erosion and sedimentation impacts, habitat loss, offsetting etc. 

Freshwater Values 

DOC considers that the following additional information should be provided in the 

substantive application:  

• Measurements and length of the freshwater ecosystems present e.g. drains, 
and waterways against what will be impacted and then created to ensure no 
net loss in extent; 

• If offsetting is used to ensure a no net loss in extent, then the details around 
the offsetting model e.g. SEV/ECR calculations;  

• Further information on the proposed wetlands to be created to ensure there 
is no net loss in extent; 

• Further information on stream habitat to confirm there is no net loss; 

• The application should clearly set out how it will achieve no net loss in 
accordance with the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 
(‘NPS FM’) 

Birds 

Bird surveys should be carried out prior to any works to determine whether there are 

any nesting birds present. 

Lighting 

Whilst there are not many fauna species recorded on the site, the application does 

not appear to consider lighting effects, particularly on bats which may intermittently 



use the site and could be impacted by lighting. Shielding bright outside lights will not 

only assist in mitigating effects on bats but may also help to mitigate effects on 

nocturnal birds. 

Lizards 

It is noted that Pitfall traps (installed under artificial Cover Objects (ACOs)) should be 

installed and left in for a minimum of six weeks, rather than four weeks.  Further, if 

lizard populations are found, animal pest control measures should be maintained.  

In addition, the lizard management plan required by the consent conditions will need 

to be consistent with the lizard management plan prepared for wildlife approval.  

Bats 

The proposed bat management plan in the FMP sets out requirements in accordance 

with the Protocols for Minimising the Risk of Felling Occupied Bat Roosts. The bat 

management plan within the consent conditions will need to be consistent with this 

approach. 

 

Proposed Brookvale Green Fauna Management Plan Conditions (as provided by the 

Applicant) 

 

Land Use Consent 

Pre Construction 

LU1 

Fauna Management Plan 

 Prior to the commencement of site clearance works, a finalized copy of the FMP must 

be submitted to HDC in general accordance with the approved FMP prepared by 

Stantec New Zealand and referenced in Schedule 1. The FMP can be amended to 

suit the appointed Contractor’s methodology subject to approval from HDC’s 

Compliance Monitoring Officer (or nominee). 

 

DOC Comments to LU1:  

In DOC’s view, resource management plans should be certified by Hastings District 

Council (HDC) rather than the Panel as HDC will enforce the conditions. As conditions 

may change materially in the course of the fast-track process if consent is granted, 

the management plans are likely to need material updates to the meet the conditions. 

HDC are better placed to certify these updated plans post grant of approval.  

 

 

During Construction 

LU2 

Works in accordance with the Fauna Management Plan  

All earthworks and construction activities shall be undertaken in general accordance 
with the finalised FMP required by Condition [LU1].  

In particular, the Consent Holder shall ensure that all specific management measures 
are undertaken for the following fauna including:  

a) Nesting birds – seasonal timing restrictions, same-day pre-clearance nest 
checks during the nesting season (1 August to 28 February), and establishment 
of exclusion buffers around any active nests identified prior to vegetation 
clearance works;  

b) Bat habitats – seasonal timing restrictions, visual inspection of trees and 
structures prior to removal where applicable must be undertaken to confirm 
absence of bats; and  

c) Lizard management – implementation of lizard salvage and relocation 
measures within identified potential habitat areas, including pre-clearance 
trapping and habitat searches, supervised vegetation clearance, staged 
removal of habitat features, and relocation of salvaged lizards to approved 
release areas. 

 

DOC Comments to LU2:  



It is noted the FMP provides management measures in relation to effects on birds, 

bats, and lizards. It is recommended that individual management plans for birds, bats, 
and lizards are required by consent conditions in accordance with the FMP prepared 
by Stantec.  All management plans should be prepared in accordance with section 21 
of the July 2025 Panel Conveners’ Practice and Procedure Guidance document.1 
Additionally, a clear process for certification of any management plan must be 
conditioned. In DOC’s view, resource management plans should be certified by 
Hastings District Council (HDC) rather than the Panel as HDC will enforce the 
conditions. As conditions may change materially in the course of the fast-track 
process if consent is granted, the management plans are likely to need material 
updates to meet the conditions. HDC are better placed to certify these updated plans 
post grant of approval. To assist formulation of conditions, DOC, has provided (on a 
without prejudice basis) some example management plan conditions (set out below 
and which have been approved in other Fast-Track projects). Noting these will require 
amendments to be fit-for-purpose for this Project. 

 

Post Construction 

LU3 

Lizard Salvage and Relocation Reporting 

Within 30 working days of completion of lizard salvage and relocation works, the 
Consent Holder shall provide a Lizard Salvage and Relocation Report to HBRC in 
accordance with the reporting requirements of the certified FMP required by Condition 
[LU1]. 

 

LU4 

Lizard Post-Translocation Monitoring 

Where more than 20 indigenous lizards are salvaged and relocated, post-
translocation monitoring shall be undertaken during the following survey season in 
accordance with the certified FMP required by Condition [LU1]. A Lizard Translocation 
Monitoring Report prepared in accordance with the certified FMP required by 
Condition [LU1] shall be provided to HBRC within 30 days following the conclusion of 
monitoring. 

 

DOC Comments to LU3 and LU4:  

All Lizard related conditions should be outlined within a Lizard Management Plan 
(including pre, during and post construction – refer to the DOC example provided 
below). These consent conditions will need to be consistent with the final FMP. 
Additionally, noting that there would technically be two LMP’s under different 
approvals (RMA and WA),  DOC recommends the inclusion of an advice note which 
advises that when any inconsistencies arise between the resource consent and 
Wildlife Authority issued for the site, the Wildlife Authority will take precedence. 

 

Stream Works Consent 

SW1 

Pre Construction 

Fauna Management Plan  

Prior to the commencement of site clearance works, a finalized copy of the FMP must 
be submitted to HDC in general accordance with the approved FMP prepared by 
Stantec New Zealand and referenced in Schedule 1. The FMP can be amended to 
suit the appointed Contractor’s methodology subject to approval from HDC’s 
Compliance Monitoring Officer (or nominee). 

 

DOC Comments to SW1:  

As highlighted in response to LU1 above, in DOC’s view, resource management plans 

should be certified by HDC, as HDC will enforce the conditions. As conditions may 

change materially in the course of the fast-track process if consent is granted, the 

 

1 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024: Panel Convenors’ Practice and Procedure Guidance (22 July 2025) at 
section 21. 



management plans are likely to need material updates to the meet the conditions. 

HDC are better placed to certify these updated plans post grant of approval.  

 

SW2 

During Construction 

Works in accordance with the Fauna Management Plan  

All stream works, stream diversion, culvert works, dewatering, reclamation, 
vegetation clearance within stream margins shall be undertaken in general 
accordance with the finalised FMP required by Condition [SW1].  

In particular, the Consent Holder shall ensure that all Native Freshwater Fish 
Management measures identified in the certified FMP are implemented, including pre-
construction inspection, stream isolation where required, fish salvage and relocation, 
supervised dewatering, maintenance of fish passage, biosecurity procedures, and 
measures to minimise sediment discharge, adverse effects on aquatic habitat, and 
fish mortality. 

 

SW3 

Post Construction  

Fish Salvage Reporting 

Within 10 working days of completion of fish salvage works associated with stream 
works, stream diversion, culvert works or dewatering activities, the Consent Holder 
shall provide a Fish Salvage Summary Report to HBRC in accordance with the 
reporting requirements of the certified FMP required by Condition [SW1]. 

 

DOC Comments for SW2 and SW3: 

DOC recommends that a Fish Management Plan is included to manage effects on 
fish throughout the works (preconstruction, during construction and post 
construction). DOC have provided an example of a Fish Management Plan which has 
been recently approved in a similar Fast-Track project. Noting this will require 
amendments to be fit-for-purpose for this Project. It is recommended that an advice 
note is include for fish related conditions advising that the Consent Holder is advised 
to consult with DOC or the Ministry for Primary Industries to determine if fish handling 
and/or relocation permits are required from these authorities. 

 

Below are some examples of conditions that have recently been approved by an 
Expert Consenting Panel for a similar project: 

Long Tailed Bat Management Plan (LBMP): 

The Consent Holder must submit a LBMP for certification. The objective of the LBMP 

is to avoid injury to, or mortality of, long-tailed bats during construction and minimise 

disturbance to long tailed bats caused by the loss of habitat and artificial light. The 

LBMP must be updated as required to meet the objective. The LBMP must include, 

but is not limited to: 

a. Consideration of all potential effects on longtail bat populations, having 

regard to DOC’s ‘Protocols for minimising the risk of felling occupied bat 

roosts’ produced by the NZ DOC Bat Recovery Group 2024, or any update 

to that document including: 

i. A map identifying all trees (alive and standing dead) that are ≥15 

cm Diameter at Breast Height (DBH). 

ii. A pre-felling survey method for trees identified in (i) above. 

iii. If bats are found injured or dead during felling, the Consent Holder 

must notify DOC and prepare a report documenting the protocols 

followed. 

b. Monitoring and maintenance must include, but is not limited to, checking: 

i. Artificial bat roosts (kent box) every year for a period of five (5) 

years to remove any accumulated debris and repair or replace if 

damaged or missing. 



ii. Artificial roost crevices and cavities every year for a period of five 

(5) years to remove any sap deposits or bark growth that may 

prevent bats from accessing crevices or cavities. 

iii. Metal bands every year for a period of 15 (15) years to maintain or 

replace as required. 

c. Measures to ensure the long-term protection of riparian margins, indigenous 

vegetation and other vegetated corridors which provide habitat to long-tailed 

bats. 

d. Appropriate monitoring and reporting requirements to the Council and DOC 

for the first five (5) years, including, but not limited to submitting an annual 

report detailing the results of the roost checks carried out under Condition 

[46(f)] prepared by a SQEP person within two (2) months of the completion 

of the maintenance checks. 

e. The process for the ongoing review and amendment of the LBMP to maintain 

its effectiveness. 

Advice Notes: 

• It is an offence under the Wildlife Act 1953 to disturb or destroy the nest of 

any protected wildlife (Section 63(1)(c)). 

• If any inconsistencies arise between this consent and a Wildlife Authority 

issued for the Site, the Wildlife Authority will take precedence. 

 

Bird Management Plan (BMP): 

The Consent Holder must submit a BMP for certification. The objective of the BMP is 

to avoid or otherwise minimise the effects of the development on native birds. The 

BMP must be updated as required to meet the objective. The BMP must include, but 

is not limited to: 

a. If earthworks or vegetation clearance must occur within the bird breeding 

season (August – February inclusive): 

i. Before work commences, a bird nest survey of the entire Site, 

including grasslands to be cleared, must be undertaken by a SQEP. 

Where required a climbing arborist and/or drone must be used to 

identify bird nests where trees are too tall or dense to properly 

assess from the ground. A report must be prepared documenting 

the locations of any nests, colonies or chicks of birds with threat 

categories of At Risk or Threatened; a summary of the 

methodology used in the survey; and how effects will be avoided, 

minimised, or mitigated for any Threatened or At Risk species nests 

found. The report must be submitted to the Council for their 

records. 

ii. If no active nests are found, trees may be felled within five (5) 

working days. 

iii. If active nests of native species are found, a 50m radial setback 

must be established around the nest. This area is to be clearly 

marked and left undisturbed until regular monitoring confirms 

nesting birds have fledged or nests are naturally abandoned. 

iv. If work ceases for more than five (5) consecutive working days, the 

works area must be resurveyed (pursuant to Condition X(ai) 

v. Trees with active nests must be regularly monitored until nesting 

birds have fledged or nests are naturally abandoned. This includes 

collecting the following data: date and time, GPS location and/or 

area of checking, outcome of bird nest checks (i.e., presence or 

absence of active nests) and species observed. 

b. Appropriate monitoring and reporting requirements to the Council and DOC 

during construction 

c. The process for the ongoing review and amendment of the BMP to maintain 

its effectiveness. 



Advice note: 

• It is an offence under the Wildlife Act 1953 to disturb or destroy the nest of 

any protected wildlife (s63(1)(c)). 

• If any inconsistencies arise between this consent and a Wildlife Authority 

issued for the Site, the Wildlife Authority will take precedence. 

 

Lizard Management Plan (LMP): 

The Consent Holder must submit a LMP for certification. The objective of the LMP is 

to set out measures to minimise potential adverse effects on native lizards within the 

construction footprint by the capture and relocation of native lizards and habitat 

enhancement. The LMP must be updated as required to meet the objective. The LMP 

must: 

a. Accord with a minimum: 

i. DOC’s ‘Key Principles for lizard salvage and transfer in New 

Zealand 2019’, or other equivalent ecological guidelines. 

b. Include, but is not limited to: 

i. Evidence that engagement with DOC has occurred, including 

evidence that any concerns raised by DOC have been addressed 

or provide reasons why they have not been addressed.  

Advice note:  

‘Evidence’ includes providing a copy of the Wildlife Act Authority issued by 

DOC authorising implementation of the LMP 

ii. Identification of all areas of potential indigenous lizard habitat within 

the site, including rock piles, sunny shrublands, and woody debris.  

iii. Capture, handling, containment and translocation procedures, 

including relevant welfare and biosecurity measures.  

iv. Release site criteria, any required habitat enhancement, and 

measures to ensure long term suitability and protection. 

v. Post-translocation monitoring protocols (frequency, success 

indicators, adaptive management). 

vi. Reporting requirements to the Council and DOC during 

construction. 

vii. Contingency measures and a protocol in the event that a 

Threatened or At-Risk–Declining lizard species is encountered 

including: 

A. All works to cease immediately in the event. 

B. Report of the finding to the Council and DOC. 

C. Management measures to be implemented before works can 

recommence. 

c. Include the process for the ongoing review and amendment of the LMP to 

maintain its effectiveness. 

Advice note: If any inconsistencies arise between this consent and a Wildlife Authority 

issued for the Site, the Wildlife Authority will take precedence. 

 

Fish Management Plan (FMP): 

The Consent Holder must submit an FMP for certification. The objective of the FMP 

is to provide for all fish management requirements throughout the works. The FMP 

must be updated as required to meet the objective. The FMP must include, but is not 

limited to: 

a. A brief description of the known fish communities potentially impacted by the 

consented activity within and around the relevant stream or river Catchment. 



b. Protocols and methods to ensure that all watercourses/drains and other 

surface water features beyond the subject site are fully isolated and 

protected from the works, including (but not limited to): 

i. Surface water diversion and groundwater drawdown effects. 

ii. Earthworks, sediment and other types of contaminant discharges. 

iii. Physical disturbance of any nature (such as from site access, 

vehicles and works machinery). 

c. A construction methodology which includes a works schedule for 

undertaking mitigation in respect of the proposed watercourse/drain 

diversion and dewatering (such as fish capture and relocation). 

d. Methods to avoid, remedy or mitigate the planned dewatering of areas of 

fish habitat and, where the dewatering cannot be avoided, undertake fish 

capture and relocation. 

e. Protocols and methods for the capture and transfer of indigenous fish, 

including the timing, required weather conditions, extent of fishing effort and 

release points. 

f. A methodology for best practice indigenous fish relocation by requiring the 

following: 

i. Netting nodes to consist of one (1) fyke net and two (2) minnow 

traps. 

ii. Netting nodes to be set on average 10m apart. 

iii. Once three (3) nights of netting have reduced the catch to a 

maximum average of <1 fish per trap per night the standard is 

deemed to have been achieved.  

iv. A SQEP be on site during the dewatering and mucking out of 

watercourses to capture and relocate as many remaining 

indigenous fish as possible and to humanely euthanised any pest 

fish. 

v. Details around the process for relocation of fish species. 

vi. the carrying capacity to support additional fish 

g. A detailed description of the staged approach for relocating fish i.e. Stage 1 

– pre-works fish relocations, Stage 2 – dewatering fish relocations, Stage 3 

– excavation fish relocations. 

h. Ensure fish relocations are carried out by SQEP who are responsible for 

implementing all aspects of the FMP including the installation and 

maintenance of temporary exclusion nets along the drain. 

i. Protocols and methods to either provide or preclude fish passage (as 

appropriate) through the design of temporary diversion channels and new 

in-stream infrastructure culverts. 

j. Protocols and methods for recording and reporting to the Council, the 

numbers, diversity and size range of all fish removed from 

watercourses/drains (recovered or accidentally injured or killed). 

k. Measures to ensure that captured fish do not re-enter the active works area 

for the duration of the works. 

l. Monitoring of fish translocation to assess translocation success. 

m. Requirements for permits and certificates to handle native fish from the 

relevant authorities. 

n. Defined roles and responsibilities for all those involved (Consent Holder, 

contractor, ecologist) and the details of who must be responsible for 

overseeing the FMP. 

o. Notification and reporting procedures. 

p. The process for the ongoing review and amendment of the FMP to maintain 

its effectiveness. 

Advice note: When implementing these conditions, the Consent Holder is advised to 

consult with the DOC and Ministry for Primary Industries to determine if fish handling 
and/or relocation permits are required from these authorities. 

 



 

Wildlife Act Considerations Proposed Wildlife Act Approval Conditions provided by the Applicant 

Approval Holder: Vermont Street Partners No.4 Limited 

Authorised Activity: To catch alive and relocate Lizards for the purpose of protecting 

the Lizards by way of salvage. 

WA1  

Term 

The Approval shall expire 5 years after the date the Approval is granted. 

WA2 

Fauna Management Plan 

All fauna management, salvage, relocation, monitoring and associated works 
undertaken pursuant to this approval shall be carried out in accordance with the 
Fauna Management Plan titled “Brookvale Green, 174 and 176 Brookvale Road, 
Hawkes Bay”, prepared by Stantec New Zealand and dated 8 May 2026. 

  

WA3 

Implementation 

The Authorised Activity shall be carried out:  

1. By a SQEP;  
2. In accordance with the approved FMP;  
3. At a suitable time of year, when Lizards are active, as advised by a SQEP; 

and  

For catch / capture, within the site boundary, and for relocation, within the Release 
Area. 

 

WA4 

Discovery of Protected Wildlife 

The DOC Operations Manager for Ahuriri/Napier must be contacted immediately 

(napier@doc.govt.nz) for further advice if lizard species other than those authorised 
are located within the footprint of the development.   

 

WA5 

Lizard Salvage and Relocation Reporting 

Within 30 working days of completion of lizard salvage and relocation works, the 

Consent Holder shall provide a Lizard Salvage and Relocation Report to DOC in 
accordance with the reporting requirements in the approved FMP. 

  

WA6 

Lizard Post-Translocation Monitoring 

Where more than 20 indigenous lizards are salvaged and relocated, post-
translocation monitoring shall be undertaken during the following survey season in 
accordance with the approved FMP. A Lizard Translocation Monitoring Report 
prepared in accordance with the approved FMP shall be provided to DOC within 30 
days following the conclusion of monitoring. 

  

WA7 



Variations 

The Approval Holder may apply to the Director-General for variations to this Approval 
in accordance with clause 7(2) of Schedule 7 of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024. 

  

WA8 

Costs 

The Approval Holder must pay the Department of Conservation’s standard chargeout 
rates for any staff time and mileage required to monitor compliance with this Approval 
and to investigate any alleged breaches of the terms and conditions of it. 

  

WA9 

Liabilities 

The Approval Holder agrees to exercise the Approval at their own risk and releases, 
to the full extent permitted by law, the Director-General and the Director-General’s 
employees and agents from all claims and demands of any kind and from all liability 
which may arise in respect of any accident, damage, or injury occurring to any person 
or property arising from the Approval Holder’s exercise of the Approval. 

  

WA10 

Cancellation 

The Director General may revoke this Approval at any time in respect of the whole or 
any part (pursuant to clause 7(4) of Schedule 7 of the Fast-Track Approvals Act 2024) 
if:  

1. The Approval Holder breaches any of the conditions of this Approval; or  
2. In the Director-General’s opinion, the carrying out of the Approval has 

caused or is likely to cause any unforeseen or unacceptable effects on 
lizards.  

If the Director-General intends to revoke this Approval in whole or in part, the Director-
General must give the Approval Holder such prior notice as is reasonable and 
necessary in the circumstances. 

  

WA11 

Compliance with the Director-General’s Notices and Directions 

The Approval Holder must comply with all statutes, bylaws, and regulations, and all 

notices, directions, and requisitions of the Director-General and any competent 
authority relating to the exercise of the Approval. 

DOC Comment to WA conditions: 

In the limited time available, DoC has been unable to obtain comprehensive technical 
advice on Wildlife Act matters but makes the following high-level comments. 

 
As currently drafted the authorised activity does not refer to specific species 

authorised by the approval, although WA4 refers to ‘lizard species other than those 

authorised’.  

 

It is noted that the authorisation is not proposed to authorise incidental killing of lizards 

– further advice on the appropriateness of this approach could be provided if required. 

 

In DOC’s view, the Fauna Management Plan required by the WA conditions together 

with any updates to the same should be certified by DOC, as DOC will be responsible 

for the administration of the conditions of this Plan.  



 

 

DOC Statutory Planning Document 

considerations in relation to site 

(e.g. CGP/CMS/CMP): 

Hawke’s Bay Conservation Management Strategy 1994 (HBCMS). 

 

The Proposal is inconsistent with Implementation provision (ix) in section 3.5.2, 
Implementation provision (iii) in section 3.5.3, and Objective (i) in section 3.6.4 of the 
HBCMS regarding Wildlife Act 1953 permissions, as the wildlife approval is not for 
conservation management reasons. 

 

Otherwise, the Proposal is potentially not inconsistent with the other relevant statutory 
planning provisions. However, consideration should be given to: 

• Maintaining any existing ecological corridors 

• Protecting or rehabilitating any wetlands 

• Maintaining native animal species including freshwater fisheries values 

• Providing for fish passage. 

Any specific information requests 

to applicant(s)/agent for pre-app 

engagement at this point:  

None. 

Any further 

information/considerations: 

 
The substantive application should consider downstream effects in the catchment, 
noting that the Clive and Ngaruroro Rivers are the subject of a recommended water 
conservation order that is awaiting a final determination by the Minister. 

 

Additional Notes:  While DOC will assist applicants as much as we can when they engage in pre-
lodgement consultation, it is the applicants’ responsibility to comply with the FTAA and 
to ensure they have applied for all permissions they need.  

Note that a panel will invite the statutory bodies listed in clause 4 of Schedule 7 to 
comment on the application (NZCA, conservation boards, Fish and Game Council, 
and Game Animal Council). We encourage applicants to engage with these bodies in 
advance of filing a substantive application. 
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All fauna management, salvage, relocation, monitoring and associated works undertaken pursuant to this approval shall be carried out in 
accordance with the Fauna Management Plan titled “Brookvale Green, 174 and 176 Brookvale Road, Hawkes Bay”, prepared by Stantec New 
Zealand and dated 8 May 2026. 

WA3 Implementation  

The Authorised Activity shall be carried out:  

a) By a SQEP;  

b) In accordance with the approved FMP;  

c) At a suitable time of year, when Lizards are active, as advised by a SQEP; and  

d) For catch / capture, within the site boundary, and for relocation, within the Release Area. 

WA4 Discovery of Protected Wildlife 

The DOC Operations Manager for Ahuriri/Napier must be contacted immediately (napier@doc.govt.nz) for further advice if lizard species 
other than those authorised are located within the footprint of the development.   

WA5 Lizard Salvage and Relocation Reporting 

Within 30 working days of completion of lizard salvage and relocation works, the Consent Holder shall provide a Lizard Salvage and 
Relocation Report to DOC in accordance with the reporting requirements in the approved FMP. 

WA6 Lizard Post-Translocation Monitoring 

Where more than 20 indigenous lizards are salvaged and relocated, post-translocation monitoring shall be undertaken during the following 
survey season in accordance with the approved FMP. A Lizard Translocation Monitoring Report prepared in accordance with the approved 
FMP shall be provided to DOC within 30 days following the conclusion of monitoring. 

WA7 Variations 

The Approval Holder may apply to the Director-General for variations to this Approval in accordance with clause 7(2) of Schedule 7 of the 
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024. 

WA8 Costs 

The Approval Holder must pay the Department of Conservation’s standard chargeout rates for any staff time and mileage required to 
monitor compliance with this Approval and to investigate any alleged breaches of the terms and conditions of it. 

WA9 Liabilities 

The Approval Holder agrees to exercise the Approval at their own risk and releases, to the full extent permitted by law, the Director-General 
and the Director-General’s employees and agents from all claims and demands of any kind and from all liability which may arise in respect 
of any accident, damage, or injury occurring to any person or property arising from the Approval Holder’s exercise of the Approval. 
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WA10 Cancellation 

The Director General may revoke this Approval at any time in respect of the whole or any part (pursuant to clause 7(4) of Schedule 7 of the 
Fast-Track Approvals Act 2024) if:  

a) The Approval Holder breaches any of the conditions of this Approval; or  

b) In the Director-General’s opinion, the carrying out of the Approval has caused or is likely to cause any unforeseen or unacceptable 
effects on lizards.  

If the Director-General intends to revoke this Approval in whole or in part, the Director-General must give the Approval Holder such prior 
notice as is reasonable and necessary in the circumstances. 

WA11 Compliance with the Director-General’s Notices and Directions 

The Approval Holder must comply with all statutes, bylaws, and regulations, and all notices, directions, and requisitions of the Director-
General and any competent authority relating to the exercise of the Approval. 

 

 









































































































































































 

 

 

 

Stantec is a global leader in sustainable 
engineering, architecture, and environmental 
consulting. The diverse perspectives of our 
partners and interested parties drive us to 
think beyond what’s previously been done on 
critical issues like climate change, digital 
transformation, and future-proofing our cities 
and infrastructure. We innovate at the 
intersection of community, creativity, and 
client relationships to advance communities 
everywhere, so that together we can redefine 
what’s possible. 

Stantec New Zealand 

Level 3, PWC Centre, 109 Ward Street 

Hamilton 3204 

NEW ZEALAND 

Mail to: PO Box 13052, Christchurch 8140 

stantec.com  

 




