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INTRODUCTION

1.1 GENERAL OVERVIEW

Mill Road Stage 1, referred as the Project, will provide a strategic, four-
lane, divided carriageway between Manukau in the north and Takaanini
in South Auckland. The Project will amongst other things provide
network resilience as an alternative to the Southern Motorway (SH1).
The route follows Redoubt Road along the ridge-line from the existing
SH1 motorway interchange at Manukau, and then down through the hills
parallel to the existing Mill Road alignment and onto the flats at Alfriston.
The Project transitions through established urban environments, with
developing residential pockets, park land as well as rural areas.

FIG 1 MILL ROAD - STAGE 1 (PROJECT EXTENT)
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INTRODUCTION

1.2 OBJECTIVES AND CONSIDERATIONS

Objective of the ULDMP

The objective of the Urban Design and Landscape Management Plan (ULDMP)

is to, as far as practicable, integrate the Project’s permanent works into the
adjacent landscape and manage potential adverse landscape effects. The ULDMP
establishes the overarching design vision, principles, and intended outcomes

for the Project and provides a structured framework for their implementation
throughout the Project.

The ULDMP has been developed through an iterative process of engagement

with Mana Whenua, Auckland Council, and other key stakeholders, including
consultation via hui, technical workshops, and design review sessions. The ULDMP
has been prepared to be consistent with the preliminary Urban and Landscape
Design Guidelines and the Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency Landscape Guidelines
(2013), ensuring alignment with recognised best-practice design and environmental
management standards.

Design Considerations

A design review has been undertaken against the Standardised Designs — NZTA
Standardised design solution for use on State Highway Roads of National
Significance (version 3.0 May 2025 - RoNS standards).

The following urban and landscape design elements are covered in this report
and include the standards used in their development and, in comparison, with the
RONS standards:

—  Bridge environments

—  Retaining walls with geotechnical considerations

- Noise walls and screens

— Road Furniture, lighting and potential need for gantries
—  Boundary treatments and fences

— Hardscape materials

—  Planting strategy with plans and sections

—  Design integration elements; Soils, Stormwater - culverts, stream diversions,
swales and stormwater wetland and raingardens

ULDMP Overview
The framework is divided into the following sections:

SECTION 1: Introduction
The Project background and its objectives across the Project

SECTION 2: Corridor Wide
Specific design considerations and requirements at the specific areas of the
Project , along with constraints and opportunity mapping

SECTION 3: Urban | Landscape Elements
Design outcomes for urban and landscape elements across the Project

APPENDIX: Landscape plans and sections

Cultural Design Considerations

The ULDMP provides a baseline framework for urban and landscape design
outcomes along the Project corridor, guiding form, materials, spatial integration,
and overall visual and ecological character.

The specific urban and landscape design elements identified within this
management plan are also opportunities for Mana Whenua to develop their own
cultural design outcomes and/or lead design direction of these elements. This
could include (but not limited to) the integration of mahi toi, motifs, stories, and
other culturally significant narratives.

This approach ensures that the corridor achieves its functional and aesthetic
objectives while enabling the built and natural environment to reflect, celebrate,
and be enriched by the identity, heritage, and cultural values of local communities.

Mana Whenua will be consulted regarding their interest in these opportunities
prior to any subsequent detailed design development.
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CORRIDOR WIDE

2.1 CORRIDOR ZONES

The 2014 Urban Design and Landscape Study identified 5 distinct
character zones within the Project corridor. These zones have been
further defined through a constraints and opportunities analysis.

Corridor zone 1 - Urban area

The most urbanised section of the corridor, characterised by continuous
residential development dominated by detached housing. Exceptions
include a church and a motel located just south of the corridor near the
SH1 motorway. The road functions as a key connector to both SH1 and
SH20, as well as to Manukau Centre. Because there is no southbound
access to SH1 from Te Irirangi Drive, traffic is funneled along this stretch
of Redoubt Road to reach the available on-ramps.

Corridor zone 2 - Park Edge

Although dwellings remain along parts of the northern and southern
boundaries, the dominant character is shaped by open space and
vegetation. Expansive views extend across Totara Park to the Manukau
Harbour, and eastward toward the CBD and Waitemata Harbour. Here
the road takes on a more informal, semi-rural character, with swales
replacing traditional kerbs.

Totara Park is the defining landscape feature, offering a range of
recreational opportunities for walkers, dog owners, mountain bikers,
and horse riders. While fenced, the park boundary allows for long views
into the open space and southern landscape. Access points are located
along Redoubt Road, including an entrance to the Totara Park.

Corridor zone 3- Murphys Road

The Murphys Road link realigns the corridor to create a safer, more
streamlined, signalised intersection with the main Mill Road corridor.
This new section cuts into the landform and requires retaining walls
on both sides. Coordination with Auckland Transport ensures seamless
integration with future connections and roading projects. District views
extend to Flat Bush and the surrounding valley communities.

Corridor zone 4 & 5- Rural Area

The corridor transitions into a flatter, more open rural landscape, with
wide views eastward across farmland and westward toward the urban
area. Some large-lot residential developments are present, but built
form is generally not visually dominant from the road. The surrounding
land is primarily used for grazing, reinforcing the open rural character.
Also within these zones sit two Significant Ecological Areas, 38 Mill Road
- Watercare Bush and Watercare Scrub (AUP reference: SEA-T-4570),

146 Mill Road — Cheesman'’s bush (AUP reference: SEA-T-9102) with a
number of high value species and significance to the existing vegetation
and character that was here before settlement.

0 500 1,000 1,500M
SCALE 1:25,000 @ A3
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URBAN | LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

3.8 CORRIDOR ELEMENTS | HARDSCAPE MATERIALS PALETTE

Context

A "family of design’ hardscape materials palette will be established to provide

a consistent identity, distinct character, and a sense of place specific to the
Project. The palette will set out guiding principles for the use of paving, furniture,
structures, and associated built elements, so that the corridor reads as a unified
environment rather than a collection of disparate parts.

The hardscape palette will cover the following elements:

—  Pedestrian paving — footpaths, shared paths, and crossing thresholds

— Shared Path paving — shared-use paths, transitions and interfaces with
vehicular traffic

—  Street furniture and lighting items — wayfinding markers, light poles

- Above-ground utilities — cabinets, service boxes, access covers, and ancillary
infrastructure.

Outcomes
Corridor elements within the Project should consider the following outcomes:

- Built surfaces and corridor elements that reflect the local environment,
incorporating references to local geology, soils, and natural patterns, and shall
use locally sourced aggregates and stone where practicable

- Surfaces that provide consistency and coherence, establishing a material
language that supports wayfinding, corridor identity, and legibility

- Surfaces that support safety and accessibility, being smooth, slip-resistant,
glare-free, and designed to avoid trip hazards or conflicts between different
users

- Surfaces that respond to context, adapting the same family of materials to suit
urban areas, residential interfaces, rural edges, and ecological areas

—  Corridor elements that support public transport as an attractive option within
the corridor.

FIG 11 COLOUR MATERIAL PALETTE
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