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3.3 In summary, it is my opinion that the following revisions to Condition C4.12 of the 

draft decision would provide for greater clarity of requirements and more effective 

management of the potential air quality impacts of dust from outdoor stockpiling 

of bulk solid materials during Project construction: 

The Consent Holder must take all practicable measures to prevent or 

minimise the adverse effects on the environment from the discharge of 

dust from outdoor stockpiles. This must include, but not be limited to: 

(a) Assessing weather and ground conditions (wind and dryness) 

at the start of each day and ensuring that applicable dust mitigation 

measures and methods are ready for use prior to 

commencinconstruction outdoor stockpiling activities; 

(b) Water suppression such as using watercarts or fixed 

sprinklers will be applied as required to dampen down stockpiles. This 

shall occur during dry weather, irrespective of wind speed and a 

backup watercart shall be available in the event that the dedicated site 

watercart breaks down; All outdoor stockpiles within 250m of a 

residential zone or 100 m of a SAQRA must be covered, stabilised or 

maintained in a damp condition.; 

(c) Undertaking routine onsite and offsite inspections of visible 

dust emissions from outdoor stockpiles throughout each day of 

construction activities and electronically logging findings and any dust 

suppression actions, and making the results of the inspections 

available to the CRC, upon request; 

(d) Maintaining an adequate supply of water and equipment on 

site for the purpose of dust suppression at all times; 

(e) Maintaining the sealed site entranceway in a clean condition, 

by sweeping or other methods, to minimise dust emissions from 

vehicle movements. 

4 Draft condition C4.13   

4.1 The Panel has adopted, at Condition C4.13, CRC’s proposed condition requiring 

the Consent Holder to undertake specific response actions in the event that 

visible dust is identified to have been emitted beyond the site boundary. I 

consider Condition C4.13 to be unnecessary. 

4.2 Condition MP.9 already requires the CAQMP to address investigations of the 

cause of the visible dust and response actions. As condition C4.13 does not 

specify any requirements that are not already provided for in other conditions, it is 

my opinion that Condition C4.13 is superfluous. I therefore consider that the 

condition should be deleted in its entirety.  
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4.3 If condition C4.13 is to be retained and imposed, I have a number of concerns 

relating to the specific content of the draft condition that should be addressed. 

4.4 While the Panel has not adopted the explicit requirement to cease activities 

proposed by CRC, clause (c), which states “Only resume construction activities 

(other than dust suppression) once there is no longer visible dust blowing beyond 

the site boundaries”, potentially indirectly infers that a cessation of activities is 

required in the event of a visible dust incidence. This clause could also be 

interpreted to relate to all Project construction activities rather than the consented 

stockpiling activity (and, specifically, the stockpiling activities causing the visible 

dust).  

4.5 I therefore consider that if condition C4.13 is to be retained, either clause (c) 

should be deleted in its entirety (preferably), or it should be amended as follows: 

only resume construction activities (other than dust suppression) 

loading or unloading of material to outdoor stockpiles identified to be 

the cause of the visible dust… 

4.6 In relation to the trigger for response actions under the condition, a substantial 

proportion of the land adjoining the Project alignment is occupied by rural 

activities of relatively low sensitivity to construction dust. Visible emissions at the 

boundary with these activities would have a low potential to cause adverse air 

quality effects. Accordingly, I consider that a blanket requirement to cease 

activities where there is little potential for adverse effects would be unnecessarily 

onerous. Therefore, if condition C4.13 is to be retained and imposed, the trigger 

for response actions should be restricted to:  

visible dust resulting from the stockpiles is blowing beyond the site 

boundary adjoining a SAQRA. 

4.7 In summary, if Condition C4.13 is imposed, I support the Panel’s decision not to 

adopt CRC’s proposed clause that would require an unrestricted cessation of 

construction activities in the event of visible dust emissions beyond the site 

boundary. However, clause (c) of the condition still potentially infers a 

requirement to cease all construction activities, including activities not associated 

with the visible discharge. I consider this inferred requirement would be onerous 

and disproportionate to the potential air quality impacts. 

4.8 As the remaining requirements of Condition C4.13 of the draft decision are 

provided for in other conditions of consent, I also consider Condition C4.13 to be 

superfluous. It is therefore my opinion that Condition C4.13 should be deleted in 

its entirety. 
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4.9 While my recommendation is to delete Condition C4.13, if the Panel considers it 

should be retained, I consider that the following amendments should be made to 

provide for greater clarity of management requirements: 

If at any time, including normal operating hours, visible dust resulting 

from the stockpiles is blowing beyond the site boundary adjoining a 

SAQRA as a result of the Consent Holder’s operation, the Consent 

Holder must: 

(a) Continue all dust suppression activities including but not 

limited to the immediate watering of both active and inactive stockpiles; 

(b) Investigate possible sources of the dust; 

(c) Only resume construction activities (other than dust 

suppression) once there is no longer visible dust blowing beyond the 

site boundaries; and 

(d) Notify the CRC within 24 hours, detailing its cause and the 

dust suppression actions undertaken. 

4.10 If clause (c) of Condition C4.13 is to be retained, I consider the following revisions 

should be made to relate the requirements to the consented activity and for 

consistency with the revisions I have recommended in paragraph 3.3 above: 

(c) Only resume construction activities (other than dust 

suppression) loading or unloading of material to the outdoor stockpiles 

identified to be the cause of the visible dust once there is no longer 

visible dust blowing beyond the site boundaries adjoining a SAQRA; 

and 
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