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This appendix contains all relevant information relating to The Rest consultation. The following information is included:  

• Section 1 – Consultation Summary Table 

• Section 2 – The Rest Consultation Pack  

• Section 3 – Iwi and Hapū Correspondence and Letter  

• Section 4 – Waikato District Council and Future Proof Correspondence 

• Section 5 – Heritage New Zealand Correspondence  

• Section 6 – Ministry for the Environment Correspondence 

• Section 7 – Ministry of Education Correspondence 

• Section 8 – Department of Conservation Correspondence 

• Section 9 – Tauwhare Community Group Correspondence  

• Section 10 – Agri-Education Insitute – Key Stakeholder Correspondence 

• Section 11 – Karaka Pines Retirement Village Letter  

 

 

 





















Barker & Associates 
+64 375 0900 | admin@barker.co.nz | barker.co.nz 

Kerikeri | Whangārei | Warkworth | Auckland | Hamilton | Cambridge | Tauranga | Havelock North | Wellington | Christchurch | Wānaka & Queenstown 

 

 

  

 

11 

12-Feb-26 Email – from Tauwhare 
Community Group 

Bram Cleland – Client Follow up from 
community group 
meeting 

Tauwhare Community 
Group chair emailed to 
say thank you for the 
presentation.  

Positive feedback on the 
proposal was re-iterated 
e.g. being 
transformation for the 
community, well thought 
through proposal, 
lifestyle block sizing is in 
keeping with the rural 
character in Tauwhare. 
Concerns regarding bore 
water and dust were 
raised.  

Refer to email 
attachment 

2-Mar-26 Email – from client to 
Tauwhare Community 
Group 

Adrian Pyne – Tauwhare 
Community Group Chair 

Response to email from 
the community group 

Email thanking the 
community group for the 
opportunity to present. 
Acknowledgement of 
feedback provided.  

Response and 
clarifications provided on 
the bore water and dust 
issues raised.  

Noted the opportunity to 
provide further feedback 
as the project continues.  

Refer to email 
attachment 

2-Mar-26 Email – from Tauwhare 
Community Group to 
client 

Bram Cleland – client  Response to follow up 
email 

Thank you for 
responding and 
addressing comments.  

Refer to email 
attachment 
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8-Apr-26 Meeting Briar Belgrave – B&A 

Stephen Veitch – 
Innovation Park  

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  

Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder.  

 

9-Apr-26 Meeting Briar Belgrave – B&A 

Fraser McNutt – B&A 

Warwick Pitts - Wintec 

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  

Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder.  

Support from Wintec for 
the application being 
lodged for consideration 
through the Fast Track 
Approvals Act.  

Wintec note 
considerable merit of the 
proposal in the Waikato 
Region.  

Refer to Letter of 
Support 

9-Apr-26 Meeting Briar Belgrave – B&A 

David Chin – LIC 
(Livestock Improvement 
Corporation) 

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  

Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder.  

 

30-Apr-26 Meeting Briar Belgrave – B&A 

Julia Murphy - DairyNZ 

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  
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Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder.  

20-May-26 Meeting Briar Belgrave – B&A 

Kerry Allen – St Pauls 

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  

Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder, noting St 
Paul’s specialised 
agribusiness curriculum.  

Refer to Letter of 
Support 

4-Jun-26 Meeting  Briar Belgrave – B&A 

Ginny Vincent – Primary 
ITO 

Introduce the project 
and present the 
consultation pack 

B&A provided a project 
overview, specifically 
focusing on the agri-
education component.  

Discuss feedback from 
stakeholder, noting St 
Paul’s specialised 
agribusiness curriculum.  

Refer to Letter of 
Support 
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2.0 The Rest Consultation Pack  
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Scale 1:5,000 @ A3

2.6		  Water and Wastewater
2.6.1	 Water

2.6.2	 Wastewater

The Tauwhare Road development Potable Water supply options are still being explored however 
connection to the existing Waikato District Council network is not feasible. The proposed development 
will likely be split into dierent land use areas, with each area having independent Potable Water supply 
options. Any proposed water bores across the site will also be utilised during the construction phase of 
the project. This will aid in reducing dust in the drier months when bulk earthworks and civil work is being 
undertaken.
•	 Rural Residential Areas

Water supply for the Rural Residential areas will be via On-lot rainwater harvesting and reuse tanks, 
sized for both potable water supply and firefighting supply as per both the district plan and SNZ PAS 
4509:2008-New Zealand Fire Service Firefighting Water Supplies Code of Practice.

•	 Commercial Areas
Water supply for the Commercial areas will be via On-lot rainwater harvesting and reuse tanks, sized 
for both potable water supply and firefighting supply as per each industries specific needs, the district 
plan and SNZ PAS 4509:2008-New Zealand Fire Service Firefighting Water Supplies Code of Practice.

•	 Retirement Village (RV) Area
The potable water supply options are still being explored which will likely include rainwater harvesting 
and reuse tanks. A centralised water treatment plant is also proposed for communal buildings within 
the Village which could include a supply from a bore depending on investigation and water take 
allowances. The centralised treatment plant will ensure that any water sourced from the bore for use 
as potable water will be treated to the required drinking water standards.

•	 Agri-education Institute Area
The potable water supply options are still being explored which will likely include rainwater harvesting 
and reuse tanks. A centralised water treatment plant is also proposed for communal buildings within 
the Agrieducation institute Area which could include a supply from a bore depending on investigation 
and water take allowances. The centralised treatment plant will ensure that any water sourced from 
the bore for use as potable water will be treated to the required drinking water standards.

Like Water, Wastewater options for the Tauwhare Road development are being explored however there is 
no Waikato District Council wastewater infrastructure in the general area of the proposed development. 
The proposed development will likely be split into dierent land use areas, with each area having 
independent Wastewater treatment & disposal options.
•	 Rural Residential Areas

Rural Residential areas will utilise private On-lot treatment & disposal for their wastewater such as On-
lot Biocycle Systems & disposal field or similar systems.

•	 Commercial Areas
Industrial areas will utilise private On-lot treatment & disposal for their wastewater such as On-lot 
Biocycle Systems & disposal field or similar systems, this will limit the type of industrial activities 
suitable for the proposed development and consent notices would need to be applied to limit the type 
of industrial activity associated with those lots.

•	 Retirement Village (RV) Area
The RV will require a combination of a central wastewater treatment system and On-lot treatment and 
disposal, with the final options dependant on RV layout, serviceability of individual villas via internal 
wastewater networks (both gravity and low-pressure systems) and specific requirements of the RV 
Care facility. A central wastewater treatment system & disposal system, such as an MBR/Aeration 
plants in combination with Biocycle systems (or similar systems) would accommodate the above 
approach.

•	 Agri-education Institute Area
The Agri-education institute Area will require a combination of a central wastewater treatment 
system and On-lot treatment and disposal, with the final options dependant on the final layout of the 
institute. A central wastewater treatment system & disposal system, such as an MBR/Aeration plants 
in combination with Biocycle systems (or similar systems) would accommodate the above approach.
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2.7		  Staging

Figure 17 demonstrates potential staging of The Rest 
development. The staging plan is a work in progress and 
will be refined as further technical inputs are received; 
while some stages must follow others, the overall delivery 
does not need to occur in the numerical sequence shown.
The deliver under each shown stage is as follows:
Stage 1a:
•	 9,000m2 of commercial centre

Stage 1b:
•	 5 Rural Residential Lots

Stage 2:
•	 Retirement Village (6.3ha)
•	 Construction of Stormwater Pond A

Stage 3:
•	 The Agri-Education Institute
•	 7,500m2 of commercial centre
•	 Construction of Stormwater Pond B, C, D & E

Stage 4:
•	 7 Rural Residential Lots. 
•	 Storage Units (approx. 8000m2)

Stage 5:
•	 9 Rural Residential Lots

Stage 6:
•	 15 Rural Residential Lots
•	 Construction of Stormwater Pond F

STAGE 6STAGE 6STAGE 5STAGE 5

STAGE 4STAGE 4

STAGE 3STAGE 3

STAGE 2STAGE 2

STAGE STAGE 
1a1a

STAGE STAGE 
1b1b

Figure 17 Proposed Staging

A

B

F

CD

E
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3.0 Iwi and Hapū  

 



From: Fraser McNutt
To: Wayne Harris; Norm Hill
Cc: Kahurimu Flavell; Briar Belgrave
Subject: Awanui and Tauwhare FT referrals
Date: Friday, 20 February 2026 10:23:50 am
Attachments: AwanuiLinks ConsultationPack 19022026 compressed.pdf

TheRest Tauwhare ConsultationPack 19022026 compressed.pdf

 
Morena Norm and Wayne, 
 
Back in December 2025 we had an initial hui to discuss two upcoming fast track referral
applications that we are working on for Awanui links and Tauwhare (The Rest). We would like
to find a time that works for the both of you to complete a site visit and discuss further the
masterplan.
 

Can you please let me know your availability on the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th March – I anticipate
needing a couple of hours to visit both sites. At this stage our calendars are looking reasonably
good so we will be able to work around a time that suits best for you both. If possible, could you
please let me know early next week so that I can get something into all of our calendars. 
 
My plan will be to circulate the draft specialist reports that have currently been prepared to you
both in advance of the site visit.
 
Please see attached the latest plans and documentation that we have sent to Councils as a part
of our consultation with them this week.
 
In the meantime we are happy to receive draft MOUs on both jobs.
 
 
 
 
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,

FRASER MCNUTT 
Partner/Waikato Manager (MNZPI)

 
 

PO Box 9342, 
Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240 
298 Victoria Street, Hamilton 3204

barker.co.nz

B&A Logo

Kerikeri, Whangārei, Warkworth,
Auckland, Hamilton, Cambridge,
Tauranga, Napier, Wellington,
Christchurch, Queenstown, Wānaka

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or copyright material.
If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or disclose the contents without
authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at once by return email.
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• Regional consents – water take from a river for 

potable water, bore take for dust suppression, 

stream re-alignment, groundwater take and earth 

disturbance for construction, works within the 

stream bed, stormwater discharge relating to 

subdivision. 

6 Consultation pack overview 

• Run through slides  

• Ngati Haua to prepare the CIA on 

behalf of all iwi and hapū.  

• Interest in understanding the 

current state of the stream and 

receiving environment – 

particularly from a stormwater 

perspective.  

• Support and interest for the agri-

education institute and the 

opportunities this would provide to 

youth and hapū community.  

B&A to circulate consultation pack.   

7 Cultural impact assessment  

• Would like to get this done asap  

• Timing to complete this 

• Ngati Haua will prepare the CIA for 

a substantive application. This will 

be prepared on behalf of Waikato 

Tainui, Ngati Wairere and Ngati 

Haua.  

• Ngati Haua to prepare a 

Memorandum of Understanding 

for the client to sign which confirms 

the CIA will be prepared and client 

will pay for this work.  

• Ngati Haua to provide a letter of 

support for the referral.   

8 Next steps – site walkover and hui • Site walkover and hui.  

B&A to send invite for site walkover 

and hui.  
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4.0 Waikato District Council and Future Proof Partners 

 



From: Fraser McNutt
To: Briar Belgrave
Subject: FW: Two FT referrals progressing for comment.
Date: Monday, 15 June 2026 5:51:52 pm
Attachments: TheRest Tauwhare ConsultationPack compressed.pdf

BA 18112025 Draft Consultation Pack.pdf

 
 
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,

FRASER MCNUTT 
Partner/Waikato Manager (MNZPI)

 
 

PO Box 9342, 
Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240 
298 Victoria Street, Hamilton 3204

barker.co.nz

B&A Logo

Kerikeri, Whangārei, Warkworth,
Auckland, Hamilton, Cambridge,
Tauranga, Napier, Wellington,
Christchurch, Queenstown, Wānaka

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or copyright material.
If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or disclose the contents without
authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at once by return email.

 
 

From: Fraser McNutt 
Sent: Tuesday, 27 January 2026 10:05 am
To: Donna Tracey Nick Birdsall

 Will Gauntlett
Cc: Juliana Reu Junqueira  Miffy Foley

Subject: Two FT referrals progressing for comment.

 
Hello Donna,
 
I have previously spoken to you about these proposals that we have been working on in the
background. We have spoken to iwi on both (multiple hapu) and continue to engage with key
stakeholders like NZTA in the background too.
 
We presented to your Mayor and senior staff the Willowbrook (now called Awanui Links),
however this wasn’t in my view enough to constitute meaningful consultation, particularly with
WDC.
 
I note the other FP partners interest and whilst not a ‘periphery’ HCC job, I’m seeking guidance in
the most efficient way to manage pre referral lodgement consultation.
 
This will be a separate interaction obviously for each job.  Are you able to give me some guidance
here please.
 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
s 9(2)(a)



Our timeframes are to lodge both referrals by the end of Feb.
 
Look forward to hearing from you.
 
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,

FRASER MCNUTT 
Partner/Waikato Manager (MNZPI)

 
 

PO Box 9342, 
Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240 
298 Victoria Street, Hamilton 3204

barker.co.nz

B&A Logo

Kerikeri, Whangārei, Warkworth,
Auckland, Hamilton, Cambridge,
Tauranga, Napier, Wellington,
Christchurch, Queenstown, Wānaka

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or copyright material.
If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or disclose the contents without
authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at once by return email.

 
 

s 9(2)(a)



From: Fraser McNutt
To: Briar Belgrave
Subject: FW: The Rest - Applicant-PM Intro - PR-24294
Date: Tuesday, 9 June 2026 12:58:09 pm
Attachments: ~WRD0005.jpg

image001.png

 

From: Deron Sharma  
Sent: Friday, 20 February 2026 5:24 pm
To: Fraser McNutt 
Cc: Nick Birdsall ; Donna Tracey

 Fletcher Bell ; Chris Dillon

Subject: The Rest - Applicant-PM Intro - PR-24294

 
Kia Ora Fraser,
 
Introduction
 
I wanted to introduce myself and my role(s) in the Fast-track process for this application
(The Rest):
 

1. Project Manager (PM): coordinate WDC planning, infrastructure, and technical
positions into statutory processes + liaise with Future Proof partners.

2. Commercial lead: negotiate, prepare, and monitor any commercial agreements with
the applicant and/or Future Proof partners as required.

 
Application Presentation Meeting
 
Thank you for the presentation yesterday and for coordinating your experts to answer
questions from our SMEs.
 
Action: to further assist our SMEs with initial commentary and the preparation of the
Statement of Facts (SOF), can you please send through any relevant technical
documentation you have on hand. Alternatively, advise if there is no further information to
provide.
 
Note: If the masterplan is amended at any point before the SOF is delivered, this will need
to be shared with us and any timeframes for deliverables revisited.
 
Cost Recovery Agreement
 
As discussed yesterday, we are currently working through this.
I will reach out to you shortly with an update and next steps regarding cost recovery.

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)
s 9(2)(a)



 
Next steps
 
I am working towards supporting you for a target lodgment date of 1 April 2026, so it does
give us some time to prepare the SOF.
However, I am not underestimating the task, particularly in light of other priorities.
 
From my vantage point, I see the following tasks that need to take place to support a timely
and robust SOF:
 

Action Owner Due By
Provide WDC Cost Recovery Agreement PM TBC
Check with applicant if any updated
masterplans or technical documentation
is available to assist SMEs.

PM 20 February 2026

Send through any outstanding questions
for the applicant to the PM.

SME 25 February 2026

Liaise with the applicant to compile
responses SME questions.

PM 26 February 2026

Distribute updated masterplan or
technical documents to assist SMEs
in preparation of SOF letter.

Applicant 26 February 2026

Prepare a draft SOF letter and share a link
with SMEs to populate.

PM 27 February 2026

Provide responses to initial SME
questions.

Applicant 2 March 2026

Populate SOF letter. SME 12 March 2026
Review SOF letter and work with SMEs to
refine/amend if needed.

PM 18 March 2026

Submit SOF letter to applicant. PM 23 March 2026
 
If I have missed anything or you foresee any issues with the timelines outlined above, happy
to take on feedback and adjust.
 
Please let me know if there is anything else you need from me at this stage.
 
Ngaa mihi
Deron Sharma 
Infrastructure Development Advisor
Kaiwhakamahuki Whakawhanake Hanganga
 

Waikato District Council 
Te Kaunihera aa Takiwaa o Waikato 





 













 
 

 
 
 
17 June 2026 
 
To: The Rest Tauwhare, c/o Barker & Associates Limited 
 
CC:   Miffy Foley, Waikato Regional Council 
Mark Rushworth, New Zealand Transport Authority 
Chris Dillon, Hamilton City Council 
 
Dear Fraser McNutt, 
 
Re: Statement of Facts in relation to The Rest Tauwhare Fast Track Referral Application 
 
Thank you for meeting with Waikato District Council (WDC), Waikato Regional Council (WRC) and 
Future Proof Partners (FPP) to discuss your Fast-track Referral Application for The Rest Tauwhare. 
Please find attached the notes from the key meeting held on 19 February 2026. 
 
This letter and attachment confirm that WDC and WRC have met and discussed the proposal as 
the relevant local authorities under section 11(1)(a) of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA). 
Hamilton City Council (HCC) and New Zealand Transport Authority (NZTA) have also been involved 
as key transport stakeholders. 
 
We note that this engagement builds on earlier discussions. If the referral application is 
successful, we encourage ongoing collaboration with all councils on matters relating to the 
development proposal. In preparing this letter, WDC has worked with WRC and NZTA to provide 
an integrated response. 
 
HCC and WDC have jointly set up IAWAI – Flowing Waters Limited under the Local Government 
(Water Services) Act 2025. From 1 July 2026, IAWAI will be involved in future discussions about 
water, wastewater, and stormwater services for The Rest Tauwhare. 

 
Statement of Facts 
The following matters (raised through early discussions and currently available information) are 
recorded to assist the applicant and stakeholders in understanding the key considerations that 
are likely to need to be addressed prior to lodgement of the Substantive Application Fast-track 
process if the referral application is successful: 
 
1. The Rest Tauwhare site is on Tauwhare Road in the Waikato District. It is currently zoned rural 

and has not been identified for urban development in long-term planning documents such as 
the Future Proof Strategy, the Waikato Regional Policy Statement, and Waikato 2070. This 
means earlier planning for the Waikato Expressway was likely based on the land staying rural. 
Transport and infrastructure matters are covered further in paragraphs 4 to 14 below. 

 
2. It is acknowledged that the proposed development is currently at the FTAA referral stage. 

Early alignment with key stakeholders would be helpful in supporting an efficient process and 
in identifying any matters that may benefit from further work as the proposal progresses. 
 

  



  

Page 2 of 4 
 

Land Use considerations 
3. Tauwhare is a small rural settlement with limited services. This means a retirement village in 

this location may need to rely on nearby centres such as Cambridge or Hamilton for some 
day-to-day and essential services. This may be relevant when considering whether the 
proposal supports a well-functioning urban environment under the National Policy Statement 
on Urban Development 2020. 
 

4. The site includes highly productive land (Land Use Capability Class 1 and 2 soils), so the 
National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land 2022 applies to the proposal. The effects 
of losing this land would need to be assessed. Development in this location may also affect 
how infrastructure is provided and what it costs to maintain over time, especially when 
capacity already exists in urban areas. 

 
5. WRC’s mapping shows a high chance of acid sulphate soils across much of the site. If these 

soils are disturbed and exposed to air, they can create acidic runoff after rain. This may affect 
waterways, the wider environment, and infrastructure. WRC recommends that this is looked 
at in future assessment work. 
 

6. Known natural hazard issues for the site include flooding, liquefaction, and rising groundwater 
because of a high water table. 

 
Transport considerations 
7. WDC recommends a traffic impact assessment covering how many trips the development is 

likely to generate, where those trips are likely to go, how intersections may perform, and how 
people walking or cycling would be affected. These matters have not yet been fully tested for 
the proposed mix of land uses and staging. 

 
8. Public transport service arrangements and stop locations appear to remain under 

development, suggesting the need for further engagement with WRC and public transport 
operators. 
 

 
Water and Wastewater considerations 

 
9. There is currently no wastewater network in this area to service the site, and no funding for 

one is included in WDC’s 2025–2034 Long Term Plan. Further planning will be needed to show 
how wastewater services could be provided. 

 
10. There is an existing water supply scheme in the area, but it is not currently seen as suitable 

for servicing the site at the proposed scale. The area is also classed as a Restricted Water 
Supply Area under WDC’s Water Supply Bylaw 2023, and the existing restricted-flow 
connections may not meet expected demand or firefighting needs. 

 
11. WDC recommends discussing any surface water or groundwater needs with WRC early, so 

that possible issues can be identified and understood. These may include over-allocation, 
falling groundwater levels, effects on nearby properties, and contamination from wastewater 
discharges. 
 

Stormwater considerations 
12. The site sits within the Waikato Central drainage scheme. Any development would need to 

maintain the current level of service across that wider scheme. 
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13. If any stormwater assets are to be handed over to WDC, a longer maintenance period and 
consideration of whole-of-life costs may be requested to help show that the assets are 
financially sustainable over time. 

 
Parks, Open Space and Ecology considerations 
14. WDC would welcome further discussion about the provision and potential vesting of a 

neighbourhood park within the subject site. Tauwhare currently has limited recreational 
assets, with the nearest park (Tauwhare Paa Playground) approximately 3.4 km away, so this 
may be a useful matter to consider as the proposal develops. 

 
Closing 
15. This letter provides a summary of key matters relevant to the proposal. It is not intended to 

indicate support or to predetermine the outcome of any future process. Rather, it is intended 
to assist in informing consideration of The Rest Tauwhare referral application, reflect the 
engagement undertaken to date, and confirm WDC’s willingness to continue engaging as the 
proposal progresses. 

 
16. The councils and NZTA wish to record their appreciation of the applicant’s willingness to 

engage in relation to the Fast-track Referral Application. We encourage that this engagement 
continues, and that all FPPs are recognised as key stakeholders in the process. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Hazel Coalter 
Planning and Growth Manager 
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Attachment 1 – Notes from meeting held on 19 February 2026. 
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5.0 Heritage New Zealand 

 



1

From: Rachel Darmody 
Sent: Monday, 9 March 2026 9:20 am
To: Fraser McNutt
Cc: Briar Belgrave; Ben Pick
Subject: RE: Heritage New Zealand - Section 11 Consultation - Notification of Fast Track 

Referral - The Rest

Kia ora Fraser 
Thanks for contacting Heritage New Zealand and providing an archaeological assessment by Dr Rowan 
McBridge and Matthew Gainsford. The assessment did not identify any archaeological issues with the 
proposal- they found no archaeological sites and have not recommended the need for an authority under the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. Heritage New Zealand therefore has no archaeological 
issues with this proposal.  

Ngā mihi 
Rachel 

Dr Rachel Darmody | Senior Archaeologist | Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga| PO Box 13339 Tauranga 3141|  
Visit www.heritage.org.nz and learn more about New Zealand’s heritage places 

Tairangahia a tua whakarere; Tatakihia nga reanga o amuri ake nei – Honouring the past; Inspiring the future 

This communication may be a privileged communication. If you are not the intended recipient, then you are not authorised to retain, copy or distribute it. 
Please notify the sender and delete the message in its entirety. 

From: Fraser McNutt   
Sent: Thursday, 5 March 2026 8:21 am 
To: Rachel Darmody  
Cc: Briar Belgrave  Ben Pick  
Subject: RE: Heritage New Zealand - Section 11 Consultation - Notification of Fast Track Referral - The Rest 

Final copy Rachel for your comment please. 

Thanks  

Ngā mihi | Kind regards, 

FRASER MCNUTT 
Partner/Waikato Manager (MNZPI) 

 
 

PO Box 9342, 
Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240 
298 Victoria Street, Hamilton 3204  

barker.co.nz

Kerikeri, Whangārei, Warkworth, 
Auckland, Hamilton, Cambridge, 
Tauranga, Napier, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Queenstown, Wānaka 
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6.0 Ministry for the Environment  

 







 

 

 

 

Briar Belgrave  

Partner, Barker & Associates Limited 

 

 

 

Tēnā koe Briar,  

 

The Rest - Pre-lodgement consultation under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 

(FTAA) 

Thank you for your correspondence in relation to Barker & Associates Limited’s intention to 

lodge a referral application under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA) in respect of the 

Rest development. 

Following the Fast Track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 coming into force in December 

2025, the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) is no longer an administering agency for 

approvals relating to the Resource Management Act 1991 and the Exclusive Economic Zone 

and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012 under the FTAA.   

Please note that for all referral and substantive applications lodged after 16 December 

2025, applicants are no longer required to consult with MfE prior to lodgement.  

The information below is provided for informational purposes only.  

As part of your application, you will need to provide an assessment of the project against any 

relevant national policy statement, national environmental standards and if relevant the New 

Zealand Coastal Policy Statement. The Ministry has prepared the following summary on the 

national direction made under the RMA, for your consideration.  

Please note that as of 15 December 2025, there are three new and seven amended national 

direction instruments. The new national direction instruments are included in the tables 

below.    

National Direction   

Under the RMA, the government can create national direction to support 

local authorities’ decision making under the RMA and develop a nationally consistent 

approach to resource management issues. This is typically done where an issue is of national 

importance, or involves significant national benefits or costs, or where necessary to give effect 

to other government policy or regulation. There are several types of national direction, 

including national policy statements and national environmental standards.  

 

s 9(2)(a)









 

 

As pre-lodgement consultation is no longer a requirement under the Fast-Track Approvals Act, 

you no longer need to include proof of pre-lodgement consultation with MfE, nor an 

explanation of how this consultation has informed your project. This information has been 

provided for informational purposes only.   

If you have any queries in relation to the FTAA process, please 

contact info@fasttrack.govt.nz for further assistance.  

 

Ngā mihi,  

 

Rebecca Partridge - Manager, System Operations   
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7.0 Ministry of Education 
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• Meeting with the Tertiary team, MoE, and B&A to discuss 

Tauwhare Agri-research institute. 

• Speed environment and pedestrian road crossing locations to 

be considered in relation to nearby Tauwhare School 
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• Campus facilities proposed such as practical learning facilities, 

teaching classrooms, workshops, on-site hostel accommodation 

Provision for small retirement village 

Commercial centre 

Rural residential lots 

 Supporting Development 

• Approximately 37 rural lifestyle blocks. Bring more residents to 

the area, potentially benefiting local school/s 

• Provision for a small retirement village 

• Commercial hub with tenancies – potential part time job 

opportunities for students enrolled with the institute  

 

 Staging 

• Current staging is indicative 

• Institute is included as part of Stage 3 but there is potential for 

this to be brought forward 

 

 Partnership and Stakeholders 

• Partnership needed to deliver the institute 

• Conversation with a number of parties during the preparation of 

the referral application 

• Potential partners under discussion include: 

o University of Waikato, Wintec, Telford, LIC (neighbouring 

property), Fonterra, Ag Research, Vision College, Primary 

ITO, sector bodies such as Dairy NZ, Federated Farmers 

• Inform potential partners and stakeholders on what is proposed 

and take on feedback/comments 

 

 Partnership Model  

Owner is committed to developing the full site 

Various partnership structures possible - owner could fund build 

with partner running operations, or other arrangements 

Specific details to be worked out during substantive application 

phase if referral is successful 

 

 Regional Need 

• Regional Skills Leadership Group previously identified the need 

for agricultural training provider in Waikato region 

• Project would help retain agricultural skills in the region rather 

than students and expertise dispersing elsewhere 

• Strong curriculum development presence in Waikato 

o E.g. Agribusiness St. Pauls 

o Nearby schools Hillcrest, Cambridge, Morrinsville, etc. to 

benefit 
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 Briar welcomes thoughts, questions, feedback 

• Briar provides an explanation on the Fast-Track process 

• Referral Application: detailed application with planning 

components and specialist memorandums. Lodged with 

Ministry for the Environment, assessed and passed onto 

ministers who determine if project meets the tests of 

significance under the Act.  

• Substantive Application: should a referral application be 

successful a substantive application may be lodged. Extremely 

detailed application goes before the expert panel who make 

final decision 

• Process is faster than standard consenting, councils are not 

decision makers like a standard process. 

 

 Flexibility to current proposal 

• Susan asks to what degree can changes occur after a successful 

referral application. 

• Briar confirms there is capacity to making changes when 

preparing a substantive application. Current layouts and 

locations are indicative for a referral application 

 

 • Margaret asks if the Tertiary Education Commission has been 

engaged with as they the ones with the investment component? 

• Briar confirms that MoE has been the first point of engagement. 

If MoE sees value in consulting with other parties as part of 

preparing the referral application B&A is happy to do this. 

• MoE to inform Briar on 

the 

parties/stakeholders 

who should be spoken 

to.  

• Collaborative approach 

between MoE and B&A 

to make wider 

connections and form a 

plan on how to 

approach parties.  

 Margaret notes a meeting with Vice Chancellor of University of 

Waikato is occurring today.  

• Margaret to flag the 

proposal to UoW during 

her meeting today.  

 Letter of Support  

• MoE representatives are supportive from transitions and 

education perspective.  

• The ability to provide a letter of support is unclear and will 

discuss internally 

• Committed to providing on-the-ground support and 

connections, this could lead to other letters of support 

• Briar notes full understanding on the status of a letter of support 

 

 Next Steps:  
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• Briar to send consultation pack and meeting notes to attendees 

• MOE to provide a list of key stakeholders and contacts for 

parties who would be beneficial to consult with 

• Margaret to mention the project to Vice Chancellor during 

meeting today (17/03) 

• MOE to review meeting notes once received and confirm 

comfort level with content 

• MOE to explore possibility of providing a letter of support for the 

referral application 

• Team to facilitate collaborative approach for stakeholder 

conversations 
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8.0 Department of Conservation 
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From: FastTrackApplicationEnquiries <FastTrackApplicationEnquiries@doc.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 21 January 2026 2:58 pm
To: Briar Belgrave
Cc: FastTrackApplicationEnquiries
Subject: RE: Department of Conservation Section 11 Consultation - Notification of Fast Track 

Referral - The Rest
Attachments: Cost Recovery Initial Deposit Letter - Briar Belgrave .pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Kia ora Briar, 

Thank you for engaging with DOC on your Fast-track Approvals applicaƟon. Could you please complete the request 
for pre-lodgement consultaƟon form found on our website here.  

Fast-track (Cost Recovery) Regulations 2025 and DOC’s Fast-track Cost Recovery Policy were published on 7 
February 2025. Under the fast-track Cost Recovery regime applicants are required to pay a deposit prior to pre-
lodgement consultation. The attached letter includes this initial deposit.    

We will now process an initial deposit invoice for payment that must be paid before consultation can 
commence. As soon as payment is received, we will assign a project lead who will be in touch to arrange an 
initial meeting with you and further discussions.  

Please note, we encourage all applicants to allow at least 3-4 weeks for effective pre-lodgement consultation 
with DOC.  

Ngā mihi nui, 

Grace Masterton (she/her) 
On behalf of the Fast-track Applications team 
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation 

From: Briar Belgrave   
Sent: Wednesday, 21 January 2026 12:09 pm 
To: FastTrackApplicationEnquiries <FastTrackApplicationEnquiries@doc.govt.nz> 
Subject: Department of Conservation Section 11 Consultation - Notification of Fast Track Referral - The Rest 

Good aŌernoon, 

I am wriƟng to formally noƟfy the Department of ConservaƟon of a Fast Track Referral ApplicaƟon we are preparing 
in accordance with the SecƟon 11 consultaƟon requirements. We are currently preparing and intending to lodge a 
referral applicaƟon for ‘The Rest’ in Tauwhare in March 2026.  

Please see below a descripƟon of the proposal and the consultaƟon pack for the site aƩached. 

The Rest is located at 1073 Tauwhare Road. 

The Rest is a comprehensively planned rural development proposed in Tauwhare, designed to deliver high-quality 
lifestyle, educaƟon, and reƟrement living outcomes while supporƟng the long-term growth and resilience of the 
Waikato region. The proposal includes a purpose-built agri-educaƟon insƟtute, a series of rural lifestyle lots, a 

s 9(2)(a)





1

From: Shawn Gardner 
Sent: Friday, 13 March 2026 2:09 pm
To: Briar Belgrave
Subject: Re: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation
Attachments: The Rest Pre-Lodgement Consultation Summary.docx - APPROVED - 

2026-03-13T00_13_43.4048752Z.pdf

Good Afternoon Briar,  

Final pre-lodgement consultation summary was just approved.  See attached. 

Please do let us know when you lodge the referral application, and if the application is referred, DOC 
would be interested in ongoing consultation at the substantive phase.  

I hope you have a great weekend, 
Shawn  

Shawn Gardner 
 

Consultant Planner Fast Track Applications 
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation 

From: Briar Belgrave  
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 2:38 PM 
To: Shawn Gardner  
Subject: RE: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation 

Afternoon Shawn,  

Thank you for the update. I look forward to receiving the final summary soon.  

Thanks for the amendments to the meeting minutes, I will update the version at my end. 

Ngā mihi | Kind regards, 

BRIAR BELGRAVE 
Partner 

 

barker.co.nz

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.
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From: Shawn Gardner  
Sent: Monday, 2 March 2026 2:27 pm 
To: Briar Belgrave  
Subject: Re: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation 

Good Afternoon Briar, 

I just got back from holiday last week and have been catching up with all of my projects.  I've 
completed the first draft of the pre-lodgement consultation summary and have had it reviewed by the 
relevant technical experts, I will be incorporating their comments today and sending it for final sign-
off.  I think we're still on-track to get the summary to you in early March.  

I have a few very minor requested changes to the meeting notes (attached).  

I'll let you know how the consultation summary advances, hopefully we can get it to you next week. 

All the best, 
Shawn  

Shawn Gardner 
 

Consultant Planner Fast Track Applications 
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation 

From: Briar Belgrave  
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 8:37 AM 
To: Shawn Gardner  
Subject: RE: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation 

Good morning Shawn  

Thanks for the meeting last week. Please see attached a copy of the notes. 

I look forward to receiving the feedback. 

Ngā mihi | Kind regards, 

BRIAR BELGRAVE 
Partner 

 

barker.co.nz

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email.
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From: Shawn Gardner   
Sent: Monday, 16 February 2026 8:32 am 
To: Briar Belgrave  
Subject: Re: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation 
  
Good morning Briar,  
  
Do let me know when the meeting notes are available.  I would like to review them to confirm that our 
understanding is the same.    
  
As a way of update: I am working now on the pre-lodgement consultation summary.  We need some 
technical advice from some of our experts, and I will also have them review what I have written.  There 
are a few blank spaces, but it is mostly there.    
  
All the best,  
Shawn  
  
Shawn Gardner 

 
Consultant Planner Fast Track Applications 
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation 
  

From: Briar Belgrave  
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2026 7:58 AM 
To: Shawn Gardner  
Subject: RE: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation 
  
Hi Shawn  
  
I have asked one of our planning assistants to attend to take notes.  
  
I will see you online this afternoon.  
  
Ngā mihi | Kind regards, 

BRIAR BELGRAVE  
Partner  

  

barker.co.nz
 

 

This email and any attachments are confidential. They may contain privileged information or 
copyright material. If you are not an intended recipient, please do not read, copy, use or 
disclose the contents without authorisation and we request you delete it and contact us at 
once by return email. 

  
  
From: Shawn Gardner   
Sent: Thursday, 12 February 2026 7:55 am 
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From: Shawn Gardner   
Sent: Tuesday, 10 February 2026 10:34 am 
To: Briar Belgrave  
Subject: RE: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation  
  
Thanks Briar, 
 
I can do Thursday at 1pm.  I’ll send through an invite.  Can you please send through an agenda prior to 
the meeting? 
 
At this stage we would be hoping to get some information on: 

 The background of the project; 
 What approvals are you applying for (including RMA approvals and Wildlife Authority 

approvals) – DOC may be able to help prior to the substantive phase in the drafting of 
conditions to address wildlife issues; 

 When you plan to lodge the referral application; 
 Will there be any draft reports available prior to lodgement of the referral application, and if so, 

when and what are they? 
 Any other issues you would like to address 

  
Thanks so much, I look forward to the agenda. 
 
All the best, 
Shawn 
  
Shawn Gardner  

 
Consultant Planner Fast Track Applications  
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation  
  
From: Briar Belgrave   
Sent: Tuesday, 10 February 2026 9:21 am 
To: Shawn Gardner  
Subject: RE: The Rest Fast-Track Consultation  
  
Good morning Shawn  
  
Sorry for the delay in coming back to you. I have been on sick leave.  
  
Would you be available for a 30min meeting on Teams at 1pm this Thursday? Our ecologist is free at that time and 
would be able to attend.  
  
The applicant is Bram Cleland.  
At this stage, we only anticipate needing Wildlife Act Authority in relation to lizards/copper skinks.  
  
Ngā mihi | Kind regards,  

s 9(2)(a)
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I have attached DOC’s pre-lodgement information sheet and consultation check sheet for 
convenience.  As usual, we request that you allow at least 4 – 6 weeks from the date the invoice is 
paid for consultation, as this allows us to understand the issues, gather the relevant expertise, and 
provide appropriate feedback.  
  
I would be happy to schedule an initial meeting to discuss the application.  Please do let me know 
what time works best for you.  
  
I understand that the applicant plans to lodge the referral application in mid-March, is this correct? 
  
Do let me know if you have any questions. 
  
All the best, 
Shawn 
  
  
Shawn Gardner  

 
Consultant Planner Fast Track Applications  
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation  
  
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject 
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please 
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Thank you. 
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9.0 Tauwhare Community Group 

 



From: Bram Cleland
To: Adrian Pyne
Cc: Briar Belgrave; Fraser McNutt
Subject: Re: Proposed development for Tauwhare
Date: Monday, 2 March 2026 9:23:19 am

Hi Adrian, 

Thank you for the opportunity to present the consultation pack for the fast track referral I am
progressing, to the Tauwhare Community Group. I appreciate your comments and positive
feedback on the proposal in your email. We will aim to circle back and provide an update to the
group.

I note your concerns regarding bores and dust. At present, it is proposed that all potable water
for the development will be sourced either from roof rainwater collection or from groundwater
takes via bores. Any groundwater from bores will require a consent from the Waikato Regional
Council. As part of that process, the bores must be pre drilled and comprehensively tested
before a consent application is lodged. The groundwater will undergo testing to ensure the local
aquifers and existing takes are not affected to the extent that there would be an adverse impact.
Any approved groundwater takes would be managed under long-term (up to 35-year) consents.
These would be privately owned and operated, meaning there would be no burden on local
ratepayers and no additional council maintenance obligations arising from the water supply
infrastructure.

In terms of the issue you raise about dust, this will be carefully managed. We will be applying for
a temporary water take consent specifically for dust suppression during the construction phase
with suitable conditions of consent that would be monitored by the councils. 

Once again, thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback. If you have any further
feedback, please send it through to me.

Regards,

Bram Cleland

Managing Director

Condair Mechanical Services Ltd - 164 Ellis Street, PO Box 13095, Hamilton 3216

 - 

 www.condair.co.nz

The information contained in this transmission is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended for the named addressee
only. If you are not the named addressee you may not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance upon this transmission

On Thu, 12 Feb 2026 at 10:35, Adrian Pyne wrote:
Hi Bram, thanks very much for the presentation at the last community committee
meeting on your plans to develop your property. I do appreciate that you took the time to
talk to us about it, even though you weren't required to as you're putting this through the

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)
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Fast track consenting process. I can imagine that there was a range of thoughts jumping
around inside people's minds about what Tauwhare would look like in the future. I've put
some 'brief-ish comments' together.

The proposal is truly transformative for our tiny village. Generally speaking where there
is the demand for development and it's been thought through carefully and is
appropriately located, then on balance this will be positive for the local community.
Through working for Fonterra, I have had the experience of both dealing with
communities when a new development has come to a site and vice versa when there has
been a new development next to one of Fonterra's sites. It can be very challenging to get
this right! I have also had some negative experiences with property developers who tend
to have a 'one spray and walk away' approach to their proposed developments.

In this instance, I'm impressed by the level of thought you've put into this proposal. It
appears that you've given careful consideration to not only to the layout of the
development plan, but to how it integrates into the existing community. I would
encourage you that as you proceed with a more detailed development plan, that you
continue to consult with the community in some manner - as I think you were open to?
While you will get some negative feedback you may also get some really great ideas
which you may wish to incorporate or build upon. Some might even save you money!

In particular, I was pleased to see that the 'lifestyle sections' will be sized between 2500
to 3500m3. While it keeps that 'spacious feel' for people wanting that type of property, it
is a much more efficient use of land, and helps to keep the section list price a little lower
and so will be a bit more affordable for families. I have also made the point to some
people that the purpose of the 'country living zone' (as described in the Waikato District
Plan) is not being achieved as the vast majority property owners with the sections over
5000m3 are simply mowing them. I also understand that properties which are above
2500m3 can be serviced by their own septic system and so there is no need for Council
to provide a wastewater connection (I'm assuming that they will be largely water self
sufficient too). I think the smaller section sizes will be useful in setting a very important
future precedent for Council to unlock 'country living' properties potential for
subdivision down to 2500m3 without Council having to provide wastewater and minimal
extra water servicing. There are a range of other benefits with having a larger village and
from the committee discussion it seems that you understand these e.g. having a local
supply store and cafe, more areas for walking or running, park area with lakes and trees,
etc.

One concern I did have, was around groundwater. I think that groundwater in the region
is generally considered to be fully allocated, and I and a few of our neighbours have
bores that we use directly on a daily basis, or when needed to top up rain water tanks.
We had a dry summer last year and not a drought, and when I checked my neighbour's
bore for him, he had less than a metre (height) from the bottom. I believe he's been there
for about 30 years and has not run out yet, but based on last summer he must have got
close a few times. I would think that most property owners in the village who have a
bore won't have connected to Council's supply. If groundwater is needed for the
proposed retirement village, then this will need careful modelling, to avoid a situation
where there is an impact that results in a cost for the neighbours e.g. an additional rain
water tank, deepening a bore, connection to Council water or trucking in water. Another
concern is around the 'construction phase'. I was living part time in Whitianga during an
extension of the Waterways. Aside from the additional traffic and noise, the main thing
that seemed to get the community offside was the poor control of dust. It blew all over
the town and got some residents really fired up!



Thanks very much for the opportunity to provide comments. All the very best with the
fast track process.

Regards
Adrian Pyne
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10.0 Agri-Education Institute – Key Stakeholders 

 





 

 

 

 

Agribusiness in Schools 

c/o Kerry Allen, 

St Paul's Collegiate School, 

77 Hukanui Road, 

Chartwell, 

Hamilton. 

 

25/05/2026 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

The Agribusiness in Schools programme is happy to support and endorse the Tauwhare 

Agri-education facility.   

 

I am writing to express our enthusiastic and unequivocal support for the development and 

implementation of the new agricultural and horticultural training facility. 

 

As the agricultural sector faces rapid technological advancements, shifting climate 

patterns, and evolving market demands, the need for a highly skilled, adaptable, and 

forward-thinking workforce has never been more critical. This proposed pathway directly 

addresses these challenges by bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and hands-

on, real-world application. 

 

The inclusion of dedicated practical facilities is, in our view, a gamechanger. Agriculture 

and horticulture cannot be mastered solely in a classroom. Providing students and 

trainees with access to modern infrastructure, sustainable farming technologies, and live 

cultivation environments ensures they will graduate not just knowledgeable, but truly 

"work-ready." 

 

We believe this initiative will deliver significant benefits, including: 

• Economic Growth: Supplying local and regional agribusinesses with a steady 

pipeline of qualified talent. 

• Innovation: Training the next generation in sustainable practices, precision 

agriculture, and modern crop management. 

• Community Resilience: Offering accessible upskilling opportunities that foster 

career longevity in a vital industry. 

 

This facility would enable promotion of the agricultural and horticultural industry and 

provide secondary school students with an understanding of what career opportunities 

and jobs in the industry are available to them when they leave school.  The facility will 

support students with opportunities to engage in an important sector, see showcased 

businesses, learn skills and knowledge appropriate for this industry.  It may also give 

them a chance to network with industry representatives and to ask questions about the 

sector.  The presence of a robust facility in Agricultural and Horticultural Science and 

Agribusiness fosters positive perceptions that promote progression onto tertiary study and 

into the industry.  



 

 

There is also a need for industry initiatives that provide a better link between secondary 

schools, and the primary sector.  Additionally, this resource would help to ensure better 

and more formal links, along with possible association to guest speakers, places, or 

businesses to visit, other educational opportunities, and people to contact to provide 

specific knowledge.   

 

We fully endorse this project and strongly encourage the necessary approval and 

resources. It is a vital investment in the future of our industry and our community. 

 

Any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to ask.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Kerry Allen 

Agribusiness in Schools   

Curriculum Director 
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 15 June 2026 

 

Briar Belgrave 

Partner 

Barker & Associates 

 

Re: Letter of Support – Agri-Education Facility Proposal (Tauwhare, Waikato) 
 

Kia ora Briar, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a letter of support for the proposed agri-education facility 
forming part of the mixed-use development at Tauwhare. 

Primary ITO welcomes initiatives that strengthen vocational education and training outcomes for the 

food and fibre sector. Opportunities to develop dedicated, industry-aligned education facilities have 

the potential to play an important role in supporting workforce capability, improving access to 

practical training environments, and enhancing pathways for learners into sustainable rural careers. 

Based on the information provided, the proposed development presents a concept that integrates 

education, community, and regional economic activity. The inclusion of an agri-education institute as 

the cornerstone of the development aligns with the broader need for accessible, work-relevant 

training environments that connect learning directly with industry practice. 

Primary ITO supports the proposal being considered through the Fast-track process to enable further 

assessment and development of the concept. 

We note that the proposal is currently at a conceptual stage, and that detailed design, delivery 

models, and education partnerships will be further developed through subsequent phases. In that 

context, this letter should be understood as support for the exploration and consideration of the 

proposal, rather than a commitment to participate in or deliver training services as part of the 

development. 

We appreciate being kept informed as the project progresses and would welcome further discussion 

as the proposal evolves. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 

 

Ginny Vincent 

Chief Executive 

Primary ITO
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11.0 Karaka Pines Retirement Village 








