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Teéna koe Director-General,

Invitation to comment on the Tukituki Water Security land exchange application under the
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

Thank you for the invitation to comment on the Tukituki Water Security land exchange
application under section 35(5) of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024.

| have considered the application and its alignment with my portfolio as Minister for Maori
Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti.

| note that the land proposed for exchange is associated with the Makaroro River, a tributary of
the Waipawa River, over which Heretaunga Tamatea has a statutory acknowledgement under
the Heretaunga Tamatea Claims Settlement Act 2018.

I recommend that in considering the land exchange application, the Expert Panel have due
regard to the statutory acknowledgements, the matters identified in the Department of
Conservation’s assessment, and the strong views of the relevant Maori groups, and to continue
engagement with those groups as the proposal is considered.
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