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ii. a neighbourhood commercial centre at the intersection of primary connector 
roads 

iii. 6–9 hectares of ecological restoration reserve, including wetlands, native 
planting, and public walkways 

iv. new roading, pedestrian and open space networks integrated with surrounding 
areas 

v. stormwater management via a reticulated pipe network and stormwater basins 

vi. wastewater servicing through the existing low-pressure network and a planned 
upgrade to a Council pumpstation  

vii. water supply supported by existing capacity in the Kaiapoi scheme and future 
Council upgrades 

b. a 300-unit retirement village on a 6-hectare site (South Block), including: 

i. up to 180 villas (1–2 storey duplexes and standalone units) 

ii. up to 115 apartments and 10 care suites in centrally located buildings 

iii. a care home with up to 60 care beds and 20 dementia beds 

iv. a centrally located lodge building with communal amenities (including dining, 
lounge, indoor pool, gym, and library) 

v. ground-level parking and landscaping 

vi. stormwater management via a reticulated pipe network and proprietary treatment 

device 

vii. wastewater and water servicing integrated with existing and planned Council 

infrastructure 

4. The project will require the proposed approvals: 

a. resource consents under the specified Act – Resource Management Act 1991 

b. wildlife authority under the specified Act – Wildlife Act 1953 

c. archaeological authority under the specified Act – Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 

Taonga Act 2014 

5. The project area is currently subject to the Waimakariri District Plan Review process, 

which includes proposed changes aimed at increasing housing capacity in the Kaiapoi 

area. Formal notification of the Council’s decision is expected on 14 July 2025, followed 

by a 30-day appeal period. It is noted that Christchurch International Airport may choose 

to appeal aspects of the plan, particularly those relating to airport noise contour 

provisions, which could influence the timing or outcome of that process. 

6. We have undertaken an initial analysis of the referral application. This is presented 

along with our considerations and recommendations in Table A. 

7. We have decided the application is complete and complies with section 14 of the Act, as 

the application complies with section 13 requirements, may be capable of satisfying the 

criteria in section 22, and does not appear to involve an ineligible activity. The applicable 

fee and levy have been paid. 

8. We recommend you progress consideration of the referral application to the next stage 

of analysis (Stage 2) and invite written comments from the parties prescribed in section 

17(1) of the Act being: local authorities, the Minister for the Environment and other 

relevant portfolio Ministers, relevant administering agencies, and identified Māori groups 

from section 18(2) of the Act (listed in Appendix 3). 
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9. We recommend that you invite written comments from the following additional persons 

under section 17(5) of the Act: 

a. The Chief Executive of Christchurch International Airport (as the project area is 

within the 50dBA Airport Noise Contour under the Proposed & Operative 

Waimakariri District Plan) 

b. The Minister for Regional Development 

c. The Minister for Economic Growth 

10. We recommend that under section 20 you request further information from the applicant 

and the relevant local authorities as detailed in Table A. 

Action sought 
 

11. Please indicate your decisions on the recommendations in Table A. 

Signature 
 

 

 
 

Stephanie Frame 
Acting General Manager – Delivery and Operations 
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• The applicant – copies of the Records of Title for the project area and confirmation on whether any interests/instruments on these titles would affect the applicant’s ability to undertake the works 

• Waimakariri District Council and Canterbury Regional Council – comments on whether they consider the project would have significant regional or national benefits, and in that context, whether they have any high-
level comments on the project’s alignment with their respective plans (including proposed plans), policies, and/or strategies  

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

j. Note that you have agreed to delegate to the Secretary for the Environment your responsibility to send all correspondence other than to Ministers. Noted 

 

Signed: 

 
 
 

Hon Chris Bishop 
Minister for Infrastructure Date:
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Appendix 1: Statutory framework summary 

 

1. You are the sole decision maker for referral applications. If you accept a referral 

application, then the whole or part of the project will be referred to the fast-track approvals 

process. 

2. If a Treaty settlement, the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011, the Ngā 

Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019, a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or a joint 

management agreement provides for consideration of any document or procedural 

requirements, you must, where relevant: 

a. give the document the same or equivalent effect through this process as it would 

have under any specified Act; and 

b. comply with any applicable procedural requirements. 

3. You must decline a referral application if: 

a. you are satisfied the project does not meet the referral criteria in s22 

b. you are satisfied the project involves an ineligible activity (s5) 

c. you consider you do not have adequate information to inform your decision. 

4. You may decline an application for any other reason, including those set out in s21(5) and 

even if the application meets the s22 referral criteria. 

5. You can decline an application before or after inviting comments under s 17(1). However, if 

comments have been sought and provided within the required time frame, you must 

consider them, along with the referral application, before deciding to decline the application. 

6. If you do not decline a referral application at this initial stage you must copy the application 

to, and invite written comments from: 

a. the relevant local authorities 

b. the Minister for the Environment and relevant portfolio Ministers 

c. the relevant administering agencies 

d. the Māori groups identified by the responsible agency 

e. the owners of Māori land in the project area: None 

f. you may provide the application to and invite comments from any other person. 

7. You can request further information from an applicant, any relevant local authority or any 

relevant administering agency at any time before you decide to decline or accept a referral 

application (see section 20 of the Act). 

8. However, if further information has been sought and provided within the required time frame 

you must consider it, along with the referral application, before deciding to decline the 

application. 
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Appendix 2: Application documents for Beachgrove Kaiapoi Expansion Project 

  






