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Memo 
 

To: Dan Smyth; Classic Developments Limited Project: 2535 

From: Tony Payne; Blueprint Ecology Limited Date: 5 May 2026 

Subject: Mt Welcome, Pukerua Bay: Lizard survey results 

 

Dear Dan, 

This memorandum details the results of a lizard survey undertaken by Blueprint Ecology Ltd at Mt Welcome, 

Pukerua Bay, Porirua (hereafter “the site”, Figure 1).  

We understand that Pukerua Property Group Limited Partnership is proposing to develop a staged residential 

subdivision at 422 State Highway 59, Pukerua Bay, Porirua. As part of the lizard management obligations 

described in the Lizard Management Plan (Blueprint Ecology, November 2025)1, Blueprint Ecology Limited 

was engaged to undertake a pre-clearance lizard salvage survey across potential lizard habitat within the 

proposed development footprint to determine the presence and relative abundance of native lizards. 

All native lizards are absolutely protected under the Wildlife Act 1953 and consequently a Wildlife Act 

Authority from the Department of Conservation is required to undertake activities within habitat that may 

support native lizards and where activities may result in a significant impact on a species or habitat. There is 

often a requirement to relocate lizards to alternative, protected habitat if avoidance of effects is not practicably 

feasible. 

We understand that the project team for this development intends to use this memorandum for internal 

project planning purposes to direct a lizard salvage and relocation programme prior to vegetation clearance 

and earthworks. 

 

 
1 Blueprint Ecology Limited. 18 November 2025. Lizard Management Plan: Mt Welcome, Pukerua Bay. Report prepared for 
Pukerua Property Group Limited Partnership. 26 pages 
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Figure 1. Project footprint (white), potential lizard habitat (red) “the site”. 
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Plate 1. Rough pasture margin that provides habitat for northern grass skink (Area 4). 

 

Plate 2. Rough pasture and regenerating forest that provides habitat for copper skink. 

 

Plate 3. Seral broadleaved forest that provides potential habitat for arboreal lizards (Area 20). 
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Figure 2. ACO location (yellow square), potential habitat (red), project footprint (white). 
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3. Results 

 

During the survey a total of 14 northern grass skinks and four copper skinks were recorded utilising 

ACOs. No lizard sign was recorded without a corresponding lizard capture (Figure 3). One copper 

skink was recaptured on a subsequent day.  

The results indicate that lizards are present in the following areas: 

• ; 

•  

•    

The total area of potential lizard habitat within the site is 479 ha and 9.6 ha in dairy farm.  

 

 

  

 

Plate 4. A northern grass skink recorded on site. 

 

Plate 5. A copper skink recorded on site.  
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Figure 3. Lizard habitat (green), project footprint (white).  
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4. Conclusion 
 

Our conclusion is that northern grass skink and copper skink are present within the habitats within 

the proposed development footprint shown in Figure 3, and potentially Area 20. The populations 

recorded are in small, discrete areas in relatively low abundance and are not regionally or locally 

significant. However, the number of lizards and lizard sign recorded to date indicates that there are 

permanent and self-sustaining populations at the site.  

There is a very low likelihood that other lizard species may also be present on site.  

We trust that this information provides the initial basis for further strategic planning to ensure the 

proposed development appropriately avoids or minimises any significant effects to lizards and 

their habitats. 

An ARDS Card with capture details has been submitted to DOC in accordance with the permit 

(Appendix A). 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact Tony Payne at tony@blueprintecology.co.nz. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tony Payne 

Principal Ecologist3          

Blueprint Ecology Limited 

 

5-May-26 
c:\users\tpayn\onedrive\documents\onedrive\active projects\2535 mt welcome lizards\working\lizard survey\2535_mt 
welcome_lizard survey results_5may26.issued.docx

 

3 This report has been prepared for the benefit of our Client with respect to the particular brief given to us and it may not be 
relied upon in other contexts or for any other purpose without our prior review and agreement. Any use or reliance by a 
third party is at that party’s own risk. Where information has been supplied by the Client or obtained from other external 
sources, it has been assumed that it is accurate, without independent verification, unless otherwise indicated. No liability or 
responsibility is accepted by Blueprint Ecology Limited for any errors or omissions to the extent that they arise from 
inaccurate information provided by the Client or any external source. 
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Appendix A: ARDs Card 
 

ARDS CARD NEW ZEALAND AMPHIBIAN/REPTILE DISTRIBUTION SCHEME 
Herpetofauna Administrator, RD&I, Department of Conservation, P.O. Box 10420, Wellington. 

Card No: 

 

Observer: 
T M  Payne  Date: 5 May 2026 Locality Name: Mt Welcome, Pukerua Bay 

Initials  Surname   Alt (m): 

Address:    Easting Northing 

 422 State Highway 59, 
Pukerua Bay, Porirua 

 GPS 1 7 5 8 5 1 5  5 4 5 4 1 4 0  

 
   

     Series 
   

  Map No. 
     

       Easting 
 

    Northing 

                       
     

Affiliation: Blueprint Ecology Ltd Area Office:  Conservancy: Ecol. District: 
    

5 Species name No. Time Habitat Weather 6 Weather 
Light 
1 Fine/Sunny 
2 Part Cloudy 
3 Overcast 
4 Showers 
5 Rain 
6 Night 
7 0-½ Moonlit 
8 ½-1 Moonlit 
 

Temperature 
1 Hot 
2 Warm 
3 Moderate 
4 Cool 
5 Cold 
 

Wind 
1 Calm 
2 Light breeze 
3 Mod breeze 
4 Gusty 

5 Strong winds 

7 Major Habitat Types 
1 Beech Forest 
2 Podocarp forest 
3 Broadleaf forest 
4 Exotic forest 
5 Scrub 
6 Sub-alpine 
7 Alpine 
8 Undeveloped tussock land 
9 Developed farmland 
10 River terrace 
11 Fresh water 

e.g. Hoplodactylus maculatus 6 18:00 16, D, E 6,2,1 

Oligosoma polychroma 14  18, H 1,2,1 

Oligosoma aeneum 4  18, H 1,2,1 

     

     
     
Voucher specimen(s)                                 Yes/No Specify: 

Photograph(s)                                               8 Y
Yes/No 

9  

Extra notes on reverse side                        10 Y
Yes/No 

11  12 Wet land 
13 Coastal 
14 Scree 
15 Bare rocks 
16 Beach 
17 Urban 
18  Grassland 
19    
20    
 

Micro habitats 
A  Foliage 
B  Trunk 
C  Branches 
D  Under stones 
E  Under wood 
F  Open ground 
G  Crevices 
H ACO 

Notes: Northern grass skink and copper skink recorded as part of a 
survey using 110 ACOs on 1 to 3 April 2026. 

Identified by: T M Payne 
Authority used: 107412-FAU 

 

 




