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Basis of Report 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited (SLR) with all 
reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the timescale and resources 
allocated to it by agreement with CMW Geosciences (the Client). Information reported herein 
is based on the interpretation of data collected, which has been accepted in good faith as 
being accurate and valid. SLR may have used AI in the preparation of this document. 

This report is for the exclusive use of the Client. No warranties or guarantees are expressed 
or should be inferred by any third parties. This report may not be relied upon by other parties 
without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the Client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 

 



CMW Geosciences 
Preliminary Site Investigation 

20 April 2026 
SLR Project No.: 810.032221.00001 

SLR Ref No.: 810.032221.00001-R01-V1.0 
1073 Tauwhare Rd PSI 20260420.docx 

 

 ii  
 

Executive Summary 

SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited (SLR) completed a Preliminary Site Investigation for 
CMW Geosciences (the Client) to support the construction of a proposed multi use 
development at 1073 Tauwhare Road, Tauwhare 3287 (the Site). 

The purpose of the investigation was to determine whether an activity or industry listed on 
the Ministry for the Environments (MfE) Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) is 
being, has been, or is likely to have been conducted at the Site, and to assess potential 
implications for the proposed change of land use and soil disturbance under the Resource 
Management (National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants 
in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 (NESCS) and Waikato Regional Council 
(WRC) regional contaminated land rules. The investigation also included an initial 
assessment of the likelihood of encountering acid sulphate soils (ASS) within the Site.  

The PSI comprised a desktop review to assess historic and current land use and identify 
contaminants of potential concern (CoPC). The review indicated that the Site has an 
unbroken history of rural agricultural land use since at least 1939. Improvements to the Site 
included the development of rural residential dwellings, stockyards and other ancillary 
buildings associated with agricultural land use. Activities associated with HAIL categories 
A8, A17 and E1 have potentially been undertaken on discreet areas of the Site. 

The NESCS may apply to development at the locations where HAIL activities have been 
provisionally identified. A Site walkover and if required soil sampling as part of a Detailed 
Site Investigation (DSI) would be required to guide NESCS and WRC regional contaminated 
land consent requirements. 

The WRC ASS probability map shows the majority of the Site is mapped as high probability 
and portions of the eastern extent of the Site are mapped as low probability. An ASS 
assessment will be required to confirm the presence or absence of ASS. 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Terms of Reference 

SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited (SLR) has been engaged by CMW Geosciences (the 
Client) to undertake a Preliminary Site Investigation (PSI) to support the construction of a 
proposed multi use development at 1073 Tauwhare Road, Tauwhare 3287 (the Site). The 
Site location and layout are presented in Appendix A, Figure A1.  

The Client is seeking resource consents under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (“FTA”) to 
develop the Site into a mixed use retirement village, rural residential sub-division and agri-
hub (the development). Development plans drawings are currently not available. 

Consideration of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for 
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 2011 
(NESCS) is required for the activities of sub-division, change of land use, and / or soil 
disturbance on pieces of land that have been subject to any activities or industries listed on 
the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL). Land 
covered in the NESCS is defined in regulation 5(7) as: 

A piece of land that is described by one of the following: 

a) An activity or industry described in the HAIL is being undertaken on it: 

b) An activity or industry described in the HAIL has been undertaken on it: 

c) It is more likely than not that an activity or industry described in the HAIL is being 
or has been undertaken on it.  

The NESCS does not apply to production land, except for parts of production land used for 
residential purposes, or where subdivision or change of land use results in production land 
being used for a different purpose. 

1.2 Objectives 

The objectives of this PSI are to determine whether an activity or industry listed on the MfE 
HAIL is being, has been, or is likely to have been conducted at the Site, and to assess 
potential implications for the proposed change of land use and soil disturbance under the 
NESCS and Waikato Regional Council (WRC) regional contaminated land rules. The PSI 
also includes an initial assessment of the likelihood of encountering acid sulphate soils 
(ASS) within the Site.  

This PSI report has been prepared in general accordance with MfE Contaminated Land 
Management Guidelines No.1 Reporting on Contaminated Sites in New Zealand (2021) 
(CLMG No. 1). 

1.3 Scope of Work 

The scope of work for this PSI comprised the following: 

• A review of selected, publicly available information for the Site to determine whether 
or not any activities or industries on the HAIL are, have been, or more likely than not 
have been undertaken. 

• An overall assessment of the applicability of the NESCS. 

• ASS assessment based on ASS probability data provided by WRC. 

A Site walkover inspection was not undertaken as part of this PSI at the client’s request. 
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of the Site mapped as low probability. An ASS assessment will be required to confirm the 
presence or absence of ASS. A figure showing the ASS probability map overlaid with the 
Site is presented in Appendix A, Figure A2. 

3.6 Site History Summary 

• The Site has an unbroken history of agricultural grazing and intermittent cropping 
since at least 1939. 

• All structures associated with Feature 1 (possible stockyards) were removed by 
1974. Another set of stockyards (Feature 3) is still present. Spray races or dips 
associated with these stockyards may have been present.  

• Several of the present-day structures associated with Features 2, 3 and 4 were 
established prior to the year 2000. 

3.7 HAIL Summary 

Based on a review of the available information for the Site, the following activities listed on 
the MfE HAIL are considered to have potentially occurred at the Site: 

• A8: Chemical manufacture, application and bulk storage - Livestock dip or spray race 
operations – potentially associated with current and former stockyards (no longer 
present on the Site). 

• A17: Chemical manufacture, application and bulk storage - Storage tanks or drums 
for fuel, chemicals or liquid – associated with the likely presence of fuel and chemical 
storage as part of current farming operations.  

• E1: Mineral extraction, refining and reprocessing, storage and use - Asbestos 
products manufacture or disposal, including sites with buildings containing asbestos 
products known to be in a deteriorated condition – associated with potential asbestos 
containing material (ACM) that may have been used on current or former structures 
on the Site.  

A figure showing the location of the listed potential HAIL areas for the Site is presented in  
Appendix A, Figure A3. 

4.0 Conceptual Site Model 

A conceptual site model (CSM) provides a description of the identified potential sources, 
pathways, and human receptors, and a qualitative assessment of source-pathway-receptor 
(SPR) linkages. A risk to human health and/or the environment is only present if there is a 
complete linkage. The Site CSM for identified HAIL that are within the development area is 
presented in Table 3. 
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5.0 Contaminated Land Regulatory Assessment & 
Recommendations 

Based on the findings of the PSI, discreet areas of the Site may have been subject to HAIL 
activities and are therefore may be considered pieces of land accordance with Regulation 
5(7) of the NESCS. These areas are shown in Appendix A, Figure A3. Therefore, the 
provisions of the NESCS may apply to development at the locations where potential HAIL 
activities have been identified.  

It is recommended that a Site walkover and if required a detailed site investigation (DSI) 
involving a targeted soil sampling is undertaken at the Site in support of any future land 
development project. This should be conducted to support the resource application. The 
results of Site walkover and DSI will: 

• Inform the likelihood of HAIL activities having occurred at the potential locations 
identified.  

• Provide an understanding of soil contaminant conditions at locations of suspected 
HAIL activities have been undertaken. 

• Provide an understanding if soil management or remediation is necessary, and 
inform soil management decisions i.e., suitable reuse of site won soils. 

• Ascertain whether NESCS or WRC regional contaminated land resource consents 
are required to be sought in support of the development.  

6.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

This PSI, undertaken for the Client to support the construction of a proposed multi use 
development on the Site, identified the following: 

• Pastural land use was being undertaken by at least 1939 at the Site and has been in 
continued use for livestock grazing.  

• Improvements to the Site included the development of rural residential dwellings, 
stockyards and other ancillary buildings associated with agricultural land use. 

• The desktop review of publicly available information identified that HAIL categories 
A8, A17 and E1 have possibly occurred on discreet areas of the Site and these areas 
are therefore considered potentially to be pieces of land in accordance with 
Regulation 5(7) of the NESCS. 

• Based on the findings of this investigation, the NESCS may apply to the proposed 
future land development.  

• It is recommended that a Site walkover and if required a DSI be completed in support 
of the resource consent application for the proposed future land development to 
confirm soil contaminant conditions and guide NESCS and WRC regional 
contaminated land consent requirements.  

• The WRC ASS probability map shows the majority of the Site is mapped as high 
probability, portions of the eastern extent of the Site are mapped as low probability. 
An ASS assessment will be required to confirm the presence or absence of ASS. 
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7.0 Closure 

We trust that this report meets your requirements. Please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned should you wish to discuss it. 

Sincerely, 

SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited 

 

 

 

Michael King 
Senior Environmental Consultant – Land Quality 
and Remediation 

Kevin Tearney, CEnvP SC 
Technical Director – Environmental Services 
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District Councils:  Our records are not integrated with those of territorial authorities, so it would also be worth
contacting the Waikato District Council to complete your audit of Council records if you have not already done so. In
general, information about known contaminated land will be included on a property LIM produced by the territorial
authority.
 
Rural Land Considerations:  Examples of sites that are "more likely than not " to have soil contamination (HAIL sites)
include timber treatment activities, service stations and/or petroleum storage, panel beaters, spray painters, etc. Whilst
pastoral farming is not included on this list, typical farming activities of horticulture, sheep dipping, chemical storage,
petroleum storage and workshops are; but are more difficult to identify and may not be as well represented on the Land
Use Information Register. Therefore, individuals interested in pastoral land may be interested in completing further
investigations in accordance with Ministry for the Environment Guidelines prior to land purchase and/or development.
 
Additional Information:   Please note that:

Significant use of lead-based paint on buildings can, in some cases, pose a contamination risk; the use of lead-
based paint is not recorded on the Land Use Information Register.
Buildings in deteriorated or derelict condition which contain asbestos can result in asbestos fibres in soil; the use
of asbestos in building materials is not recorded on the Land Use Information Register.
The long term, frequent use of superphosphate fertilisers can potentially result in elevated levels of cadmium in
soil; the use of superphosphate fertiliser is not recorded on the Land Use Information Register.
We are not currently resourced to fully incorporate historic aerial photographs in our region-wide assessment of
HAIL activities. A significant proportion of the Crown historical aerial image archive for the Waikato region is
available to view free of charge at  http://retrolens.nz/.  We recommend  this resource is consulted for any HAIL
assessment.
Due to the large volume of enquiries being received, we may not be able to respond to your enquiry as quickly as
previously.  We are resourced to meet 20 day response times as per LGOIMA, but endeavour to respond more
quickly when workload permits. If your enquiry is urgent, please note this first in your enquiry and we will do our
best to assist.

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any further queries on this matter. For any new enquiries or requests for
information please continue to use the  Request for Service form for ‘Contaminated Land/HAIL. ’
 
Kind regards
 
 

Guy Sowry | CONTRACTOR | Land and Soil, Science and Strategy​​​​

WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL | Te Kaunihera ā Rohe o Waikato
P:
F: facebook.com/waikatoregion
Private Bag 3038, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton, 3240

**********************************************************************
This email message and any attached files may contain confidential information, and may be subject to legal professional
privilege. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately and destroy the original message. Any
views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Waikato
Regional Council. Waikato Regional Council makes reasonable efforts to ensure that its email has been scanned and is
free of viruses, however can make no warranty that this email or any attachments to it are free from viruses.
**********************************************************************

s 9(2)(a)
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14 April 2026

SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited
Floor 5
95 Customhouse Quay
Wellington Central   6011

Dear Sir/Madam

Property Enquiry - HAIL report

Further to your request for details of whether or not council records indicate that an activity 
or industry described in the Ministry for the Environment Hazardous Activities and 
Industries List (HAIL) is being, has been or is more likely than not to have been 
undertaken on a piece of land I can advise the following:

Property address: 1073 Tauwhare Road, 1171 Tauwhare Road, 1185 Tauwhare 
Road, Tauwhare

VNZ Property ID: 04441/659.05, 04441/669.00, 04441/672.04
Legal description: Lot 2 DP 548121, Lot 2 DP 407508, Lot 1 DP 407508

No record of a HAIL activity has been found on Council records. NOTE: please see 
comments below for clarification required in respect of some matters found on the records 
if development on the property is proposed.

Comments:

The site appears to have been used for pastoral farming activities including dairy farming.  
Prolonged application of superphosphate fertiliser has the potential to elevate cadmium in 
soil above the rural-residential soil contaminant standard of 0.8 mg/kg.  If residential 
activities are proposed, information should be supplied on superphosphate fertiliser use on 
the property using Council’s site history checklist to determine if any investigation in 
respect of cadmium in soil is required.  Where consistent application of fertiliser over time 
is identified or there is limited information available, a screening sample or samples for 
cadmium should be provided to determine if soil has been impacted by cadmium such that 
it could be considered a HAIL activity.  The samples need not be taken by a contaminated 
land specialist but should be taken by an independent person with experience in soil 
analysis such as a fertiliser company representative or soil scientist.  A minimum of 3 
discrete samples across any proposed residential area is recommended.  Sample depth 
should be between 0-100mm.  Soil pH should also be recorded as the soil contaminant 
standard for cadmium is pH dependent.  A soil sample should also be taken for cadmium 
and pH if possible from an area on the property with similar soil characteristics where the 
soil has not been modified by application of superphosphate fertiliser and liming to give an 
indication of the natural soil.  Such an area may include gardens of existing older 

Your Ref In reply please quote If calling, please ask for
HAIL0046/26 Julia Croeser

 
    

 

  

Postal Address
Private Bag 544, Ngaruawahia 
3742
New Zealand

0800 492 452
www.waikatodistrict.govt.nz

Version: 6, Version Date: 14/04/2026
Document Set ID: 6846661



homesteads, roadside berms, etc.  The location and description of this sample site should 
be clearly identified.

A plan of the site should be provided showing the area where the soil samples were taken.  
If the samples show cadmium levels well below the soil contaminant standard then no 
further action would be necessary.  If the samples however indicate cadmium at or very 
close to the standard then we would conclude that a HAIL class I has occurred and a site 
investigation and report carried out by a suitably qualified and experienced practitioner in 
contaminated land, prepared in accordance with the Ministry for the Environment 
Contaminated Land Management Guidelines would be required.

The following records (where applicable) were reviewed in this assessment:

Property file including any parent property file from which the property was developed
Waikato District Council Land Use Register
Waikato Regional Council Selected Land Use Register
Subdivision Consent files 
Land Use Consent files
Building Consent files
Aerial Photography: 

• 14-11-1946
• 20-08-1953
• 27-09-1979
• 23-05-1986
• 08-02-1991
• 2008
• 2017
• 2025

Disclaimer:
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This information is based on records held by the Council and/or Waikato Regional Council 
and reflects the council's current understanding of the site.  The council does not accept 
any liability for any inaccuracy of this information or liability for any loss or damage 
suffered by any person acting or refraining from acting on this information.

If this information indicates that no record of a HAIL activity has been identified on Council 
records, this does not imply that no HAIL activity has been undertaken on the site.  This 
simply means that the Council holds no record of a HAIL activity being undertaken on the 
property at this point in time.  However, Council records may be incomplete.  Similarly, if 
one HAIL activity is identified, this does not preclude another HAIL activity having been 
undertaken of which no record is held.  If an activity is proposed to be undertaken on the 
site that is covered by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standard for 
Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health) Regulations 
2011 (NES), Council retains the right to seek further information on the site history of the 
subject property.  Where pastoral farming activities have been identified, Council may seek 
information in respect of cadmium in soil resulting from application of superphosphate 
fertiliser if residential activities are proposed.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully,

Ollie Patu
Environmental Health Specialist
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