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Summary of decision 
 
 
 

Consent No.  WGN250004  

Consent ID(s) [39707] Discharge Permit – Stormwater to Water 

 [39708] Water Permit – Groundwater Take  

 [39709] Land Use Consent – Soil Disturbance  

 [39719] Discharge Permit – Earthworks to Land/Water  

 [39729] Land Use Consent – Impervious Surface (New) 

 [39730] Discharge Permit – Discharge to land 

Name Wellington International Airport Limited 

Address Wellington Airport Terminal, 28 Stewart Duff Drive, Wellington, 6022 

Decision made under Section 104B, 105, 108 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

Duration of consent Granted:  29 August 2024 Expires:   

[39708] [39709] [39719] [39730]: 29th 
August 2029 

[39707]: 29th August 2059 

[39729]: Unlimited (In perpetuity) 

Purpose for which 
consent(s) is granted 

The construction of a temporary carpark including the associated activities:  

• [39707] [39729]: Creation of impervious surface and associated discharge of 
stormwater  

• [39708] [39730]: Dewatering including the associated groundwater take and discharge 
of water to land  

• [39709] [39719]: Earthworks over 3,000m2 and the associated discharge of sediment 
laden water to land 

Location 28 Stewart Duff Drive, Rongotai, Wellington 6022 at or about map reference NZTM  
1751770.5422888 

Legal description of 
land 

Lot 1 DP 552938  

Conditions See below 

 
 



 

Decision 
recommended by: 

Joseph Medyckyj-Scott Resource Advisor, 
Environmental Regulation 

 

Decision peer 
reviewed by: 

Annie Graham Resource Advisor, 
Environmental Regulation 

 

Decision approved 
by: 

Anna McLellan Team Leader, 
Environmental Regulation 
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Processing timeframes: 
 
 
Application lodged: 08/07/24 Application officially received: 22/07/24 
 
Applicant to be notified of decision by: 29/08/24 Applicant notified of decision on: 29/08/24 
 
Time taken to process application: 28 working days  
 
 
• The applicant provided written agreement (Confirmation of 5-working day 

extension.msg, Confirmation of additional 3-working day extension.msg) on 
21 August 2024 for an extension of timeframes under s37(1) to process the 
application. The extension is for 8 working days under section s37A(4) of the 
Act.  

The reason for the extension is:  

• To allow time for draft conditions to be reviewed. 

In making this decision Wellington Regional Council has given consideration to the 
following issues, as required by section 37A(1) of the Act:  

• The interests of any person who the Council considers may be directly 
affected by the extension;  

• The interests of the community in achieving adequate assessment of the 
effects of the proposal; and  

• The Wellington Regional Council's duty under section 21 of the Act to avoid 
unreasonable delay.  

Decision approved 
by: 

Anna McLellan Team Leader, 
Environmental Regulation 

 

 
 
  

https://greaterwellington.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/rc-WGN250004/Shared%20Documents/Non%20Notified%20Consent%20Processing/S37%20-%20Extension%20of%20Timeframes/Confirmation%20of%205-working%20day%20extension.msg?csf=1&web=1&e=IoDro7
https://greaterwellington.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/rc-WGN250004/Shared%20Documents/Non%20Notified%20Consent%20Processing/S37%20-%20Extension%20of%20Timeframes/Confirmation%20of%205-working%20day%20extension.msg?csf=1&web=1&e=IoDro7
https://greaterwellington.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/rc-WGN250004/Shared%20Documents/Non%20Notified%20Consent%20Processing/S37%20-%20Extension%20of%20Timeframes/Confirmation%20of%20additional%203-working%20day%20extension.msg?csf=1&web=1&e=cMpQOt
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Consent conditions 

INTERPRETATION 

Wherever used in the conditions above, the following terms shall have the prescribed meaning: 

Earthworks means the alteration or disturbance of land, including by moving, removing, placing, blading, 
cutting, contouring, filling or excavation of earth (or any matter constituting the land including soil, clay, sand 
and rock); but excludes gardening, cultivation, and disturbance of land for the installation of fence posts. 
Except that, for the purposes of Rules WH.R20, WH.R21 and P.R19, P.R20, ‘earthworks’ has the same 
meaning as given in section 3 of the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 
Plantation Forestry) Regulations 2017. 

ESC Guidelines for Wellington Region means the current revision of the Erosion and Sediment Control 
Guide for Land Disturbing Activities in the Wellington Region, available on the Wellington Regional Council’s 
website at the following link: http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Resource-Consents/Erosion-and-Sediment-
Control-Guide-for-Land-Disturbing-Activities-in-the-Wellington-Region.pdf 

Manager means the Manager, Environmental Regulation, Wellington Regional Council. 

Stabilised means inherently resistant to erosion, or rendered resistant to erosion through the application of 
the proven methods of stabilisation, specified in Section E3 of the ESC Guidelines for Wellington Region, or 
alternative methods with the prior agreement of Wellington Regional Council. Where seeding, grassing or 
hydroseeding is used, the surface is considered stabilised once a minimum of 80% vegetative cover has 
been established over the entire surface. 
 

  

http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Resource-Consents/Erosion-and-Sediment-Control-Guide-for-Land-Disturbing-Activities-in-the-Wellington-Region.pdf
http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/Resource-Consents/Erosion-and-Sediment-Control-Guide-for-Land-Disturbing-Activities-in-the-Wellington-Region.pdf
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Consent Conditions for WGN250004 [39708] [39709] [39719] [39730] 
 
General Conditions  
 
1. The location, design, implementation and operation of the works shall be in general accordance 

with the consent application and its associated plans and documents lodged with the Wellington 
Regional Council on: 

 

• 8 July 2024 application received 

• 16 July 2024 – detailed design drawings supplied 
 

Where there may be contradiction or inconsistencies between the application and further 
information provided by the applicant, the most recent information applies. In addition, where there 
may be inconsistencies between information provided by the applicant and conditions of the 
consent, the conditions apply. 

 
Note: Any change from the location, design, implementation and/or operation of the works may 
require a new resource consent or a change of consent conditions pursuant to Section 127 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
2. The consent holder shall ensure that a copy of this consent, and all documents and plans referred 

to in this consent, is: 
 

• provided to each operator or contractor undertaking the works authorised by this consent, 
prior to works commencing; and 

• kept on site at all times and presented to any Wellington Regional Council Compliance Officer 
upon request 
 

Note: It is recommended that the contractors be verbally briefed on the requirements of the 
conditions of this consent prior to works commencing. 

 
Review condition for all consents  
 
3. The Wellington Regional Council may review any or all conditions of this consent by giving notice 

of its intention to do so pursuant to section 128 of the Resource Management Act 1991, at any time 
for the duration of this consent, for the following purposes:   

 
a) To review the adequacy of any report and/or monitoring requirements, and if necessary, 

amend these requirements outlined in this consent  
 
b) To deal with any adverse effects on the environment that may arise from the exercise of this 

consent; and which are appropriate to deal with at a later stage  
 
c) To alter the monitoring requirement(s) in light of the results obtained from any previous 

monitoring  
 
d) To enable consistency with any relevant Regional Plans or any National Environmental 

Standards or Regulations 
 

The review of conditions shall allow for the deletion or amendment of conditions of this consent; 
and the addition of such new conditions as are shown to be necessary to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
any significant adverse effects on the environment.  
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Amendments to Management Plans 
 
4. The consent holder may request amendments to the certified management plans (ECMP) by 

submitting the amendments in writing for the certification of the Manager. The amendments sought 
shall not be implemented until the consent holder has received notice in writing that the amended 
management plan has been certified by the Manager. 

 
Pre-construction 
 
5. The consent holder shall arrange and conduct a pre-construction site meeting prior to any work 

authorised by this consent commencing on site and invite, with a minimum of 5 working days’ 
notice, the Wellington Regional Council and the contractor undertaking the works. 

 
Note: In the case that any of the invited parties, other than the representative of the consent holder, 
does not attend this meeting, the consent holder will have complied with this condition, provided 
the invitation requirement is met. 

 
6. The Manager, shall be given a minimum of two working days (48 hours) notice prior to earthworks 

and/or dewatering commencing. 
 
Earthworks and Construction Management Plan  
 
7. The Consent Holder shall submit a final Earthworks and Construction Management Plan (ECMP), 

written in consultation with the construction contractor which is consistent with the draft ECMP 
provided in the application and the Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for the Wellington 
Region 2021, to the Manager for certification at least 10 working days prior to the commencement 
of works authorised by this consent. The final ECMP shall include (but not be limited to) the 
following: 

 
a) Roles and responsibility of key site personnel 

 
b) Identification of an experienced person(s) managing environmental matters on site, and that 

person’s contact phone number and email address 
 

c) An illustrated plan of erosion and sediment controls 
 

d) Methods for managing and monitoring erosion and sediment controls 
 

e) Suitable controls to ensure that any disturbance, removal, testing and disposal of potentially 
contaminated soil will be managed in such a way as minimises or avoids risk to human health 
and the environment, consistent with the Site-wide Contaminated Land Management Plan 
Version 2 dated 31 March 2023 (or any subsequent certified CLMP); 
 

f) Final Methodology for discharge of dewatered water, including: 
 

i. Treatment device and location 
 

ii. Details of all measures to avoid and/or mitigate any potential adverse effects from 
dewatering activities on nearby buildings and infrastructure, including:  
 
1. The final location of monitoring pins/markers 
 
2. Detailed contingency actions in the event trigger levels are exceeded and 

 
3. Any associated reporting requirements 
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iii. Details for how infiltration and the duration and volume of dewatered water discharged 
to land is to be managed and monitored 

g) Procedures for incident management including accidental spills and measures to ensure 
material that falls on land outside of the construction site or is tracked beyond the site during 
work or transport is cleaned up immediately 

 
h) Environmental monitoring and reporting requirements 

 
Works shall not commence until the consent holder has received notice in writing that the ECMP 
has been certified by the Manager 

 
8. Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Manager, the consent holder shall undertake all works, 

including staging of earthworks, in accordance with the certified ECMP.  
 

Contaminated Land Management Plan (CLMP) 
 
9. Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Manager, the consent holder shall undertake all works 

in accordance with the Site-Wide Contaminated Land Management Plan Version 2 dated 31 March 
2023 (or any subsequent certified CLMP). 

 
As-builts 
 
10. Prior to earthworks commencing, the consent holder shall provide the Manager with “As-builts”, 

signed by a suitably qualified and experienced person, to confirm that the erosion and sediment 
controls have been constructed in accordance with the ECMP.  

 
Note: As-built check sheets are available on the Wellington Regional Council’s website at the 
following link: gw.govt.nz/earthworks. 

 
Progressive Stabilisation  
 
11. The consent holder shall progressively stabilise all disturbed or unstabilised areas in accordance 

with the ECMP and the Erosion and Sediment Control Guide for Land Disturbing Activities in the 
Wellington region. 

 
Decommissioning  
 
12. All erosion and sediment control measures shall remain the responsibility of the consent holder 

and no erosion and sediment control measures shall be removed or decommissioned prior to 
receiving written confirmation that the catchment is stabilised from the Manager. 

 
Weekly Site Audits 
 
13. The consent holder shall have the site audited by a suitably qualified and experienced person on 

a minimum of a weekly basis (unless a reduced frequency is agreed in writing by the Manager) to 
ensure that all erosion and sediment controls are operating effectively in accordance with the 
ECMP. The audits shall be recorded in writing and submitted to the Manager upon request. 

 
Note: Any site audits carried out by Wellington Regional Council or its contractors do not constitute 
the audits required by this condition.  

 

http://www.gw.govt.nz/earthworks
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Exceedances and failures 
 
14. In the event that there is a failure of any erosion and sediment control measure, or discharge from 

any non-stabilised area that is not treated by an erosion and sediment control measure, where any 
contaminants (including sediment) or material are released and enter any water body there consent 
holder shall: 
 
  i. Immediately notify the Manager of the issue; 
 ii. Immediately undertake onsite investigations to determine the cause of the issue, and what 

changes can be made to onsite management to prevent reoccurrence; 
iii. Re-establish control measures as soon as practicable where these have failed or have not 

been implemented in accordance with the ECMP 
iv. Liaise with the Manager to establish whether any additional remediation and/or mitigation is 

required, and carry out any such action as required by and to the satisfaction of the Manager; 
 v. Record the date, time and weather conditions, details of investigations, probable cause of the 

issue, lessons learnt and actions taken, or to be taken, to prevent re-occurrence; and 
vi. Within 5 working days of the issue being recorded, provide the information required by (v) 

above to the Manager. 
 

All measures to prevent a reoccurrence of the exceedance or failure shall be to the satisfaction of 
the Manager.  

 
15. Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Manager, where there has been a failure or discharge 

in terms of Condition 14 of this consent, the consent holder shall engage a suitably qualified 
ecologist to inspect the affected water body within 3 days of the consent holder becoming aware 
of the failure or discharge and advise on any remediation and/or mitigation required. The ecologist’s 
advice shall be recorded in writing and provided to the Manager upon request. 
 

Winter works  
 
16. No earthworks authorised by this consent, other than those necessary for site establishment and 

the installation of stormwater drainage and management devices, shall take place during the period 
of 1 June to 30 September inclusive each year.  
 

Fill material 
 
17. All fill material used on site shall be restricted to natural material such as clay, soil and rock, and 

inert material such as concrete and brick, which, when buried, will have no adverse effect on people 
or the environment. 
 
Note: Rule R82 (Discharges from contaminated land) of the Proposed Natural Resources Plan will 
apply to any imported or insitu material worked on the site. If the activity does not meet the 
permitted standards under Rule R82, consent will be required under Rule R83 (Investigation of, or 
discharges from contaminated land – discretionary activity). 

  
18. All fill material shall be placed and compacted so as to avoid erosion and instability. Any erosion of 

soil including failure of cut and fill batters that is attributable to the works shall be contained, 
remedied and mitigated by the consent holder to the satisfaction of the Manager. 

 
Rate of Take 
 
19. The Consent Holder shall record:  
 

a. The pump rate; 
b. The date and time of pumping commencement and completion; and 
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c. Any change in the pump rate. 
 

This record shall be maintained at the site and shall be made available to the Manager upon 
request. The record shall be submitted to the Manager upon completion of works.  

 
Discovery of artefacts 
 
20. If koiwi, taonga, waahi tapu or other archaeological material is discovered in any area during the 

works, work shall immediately cease and the consent holder shall notify Greater Wellington 
Regional Council, Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust, Te Rūnanga o Toa Rangatira Incand 
Heritage New Zealand as soon as possible but within twenty-four hours. If human remains are 
found, the New Zealand Police shall also be contacted. The consent holder shall allow the above 
parties to inspect the site and in consultation with them, identify what needs to occur before work 
can resume. 
 
Notification must be emailed to:  
• Greater Wellington Regional Council, notifications@gw.govt.nz 
• Heritage New Zealand, information@heritage.org.nz 
• Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust, taiao@portnicholson.org.nz 
• Te Rūnanga o Toa Rangatira Inc, resourcemanagement@ngatitoa.iwi.nz 

 
Heritage New Zealand must also be contacted by phone on 04 472 4341 (National Office). 

 
No works may resume on site until the consent holder has received written notification that 
consultation with the parties identified above has been undertaken to the satisfaction of the 
Manager. 

 
Note: Evidence of archaeological material may include burnt stones, charcoal, rubbish heaps, 
shell, bone, old building foundations, artefacts and human burials. 

 
Completion of works  
 
21. All works affecting the site, including tidy up on completion of the works, shall be to the satisfaction 

of the Manager. 

  

mailto:notifications@gw.govt.nz
mailto:information@heritage.org.nz
mailto:taiao@portnicholson.org.nz
mailto:resourcemanagement@ngatitoa.iwi.nz
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Consent Conditions for WGN250004 [39707] [39729] 
 

General Conditions  
 
1. The location, design, implementation and operation of the works shall be in general accordance 

with the consent application and its associated plans and documents (including detailed design 
drawing) lodged with the Wellington Regional Council on: 
 

• 8 July 2024 application received 

• 16 July 2024 detailed design drawings supplied 

• 22 August 2024 Stormwater360 information 
 
Where there may be contradiction or inconsistencies between the application and further 
information provided by the applicant, the most recent information applies. In addition, where there 
may be inconsistencies between information provided by the applicant and conditions of the 
consent, the conditions apply. 
 
Note: Any change from the location, design, implementation and/or operation of the works may 
require a new resource consent or a change of consent conditions pursuant to Section 127 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

 
2. The consent holder shall ensure that a copy of this consent, and all documents and plans referred 

to in this consent, is: 
 

• provided to each operator or contractor undertaking the works authorised by this consent, 
prior to works commencing; and 

• kept on site at all times and presented to any Wellington Regional Council Compliance Officer 
upon request. 

 
Note: It is recommended that the contractors be verbally briefed on the requirements of the 
conditions of this consent prior to works commencing. 

 
Review condition for all consents  
 
3. The Wellington Regional Council may review any or all conditions of this consent by giving notice 

of its intention to do so pursuant to section 128 of the Resource Management Act 1991, at any time 
for the duration of this consent, for the following purposes:   

 
a) To review the adequacy of any report and/or monitoring requirements, and if necessary, 

amend these requirements outlined in this consent  
 
b) To deal with any adverse effects on the environment that may arise from the exercise of 

this consent; and which are appropriate to deal with at a later stage  
 
c) To alter the monitoring requirement(s) in light of the results obtained from any previous 

monitoring  
 
d) To enable consistency with any relevant Regional Plans or any National Environmental 

Standards or Regulations 
 

The review of conditions shall allow for the deletion or amendment of conditions of this consent; 
and the addition of such new conditions as are shown to be necessary to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
any significant adverse effects on the environment.  
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Amendments to Management Plans 
 
4. The consent holder may request amendments to the certified management plans (SMP and 

SOMP) by submitting the amendments in writing for the certification of the Manager. The 
amendments sought shall not be implemented until the consent holder has received notice in 
writing that the amended management plan has been certified by the Manager. 

 
Stormwater management devices 
 
5. The stormwater management device(s) for the carpark shall be a proprietary filter treatment device 

that shall be designed and constructed to achieve the following design requirements: 
 

a) a proven ability to achieve a greater than 75% TSS removal on a long-term average basis 
(e.g. Stormwater360 Stormfilter) 

 
b) be in accordance with Wellington Water Ltd Water Sensitive Design for Stormwater: 

Treatment Device Design Guideline (the Guideline) December 2019 
 
Detailed Design 
 
6. Design and implementation of the stormwater network shall be in general accordance with the 

design report prepared by Holmes Consulting, titled ‘HEB Construction Limited WIAL Carpark, 
Design Features Report – Civils”, dated 22 March 2024, reference 147103.30 

 
7. The consent holder may request amendments to the detailed design submitted with the consent 

application by submitting the amendments in writing for the certification of the Manager. The 
amendments sought shall not be implemented until the consent holder has received notice in 
writing that the amended design has been certified by the Manager 

 
8. Stormwater management devices or systems must be fully operational prior to the discharge of 

water from the contributing impervious area. 
 
As-builts 
 
9. No later than 20 working days after the construction of the stormwater treatment and retention 

devices, the consent holder shall provide the Manager with “As-built” certification and plans of the 
stormwater management works, which are certified (signed) by a suitably qualified registered 
surveyor as a true record of the stormwater management system.  

 
Site-Wide Stormwater Management Plan  
 
10. Within 20 working days of the granting of this consent, the consent holder shall submit an updated 

site-wide Stormwater Management Plan (as certified under the requirements of WGN230119) that 
includes the proposed uncovered carpark to the Manager.  

 
11. The consent holder shall ensure that ongoing stormwater management and monitoring is 

undertaken in accordance with the updated SMP submitted in accordance with Condition 10 or any 
subsequent certified revisions of the SMP.  

 
Note: This includes any updates to the SMP certified under the requirements of WGN230119 
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Stormwater Operation and Maintenance Plan  
 
12. A Stormwater Operation and Maintenance Plan (SOMP) for all on-site stormwater management 

devices shall be submitted to the Manager for certification 20 working days prior to commencement 
of the operation of the stormwater management system.  

 
The Stormwater Operation and Maintenance Plan shall include, but not be limited to:  

 
a) Details of the person or organisation that will hold responsibility for long-term maintenance of 

the stormwater management system;  
 

b) A programme for regular maintenance and inspection of the stormwater management system;  
 

c) A programme for the collection and disposal of debris and sediment collected by the 
stormwater management devices or practices;  
 

d) Procedures for post storm inspection and maintenance;  
 

e) A programme for inspection and maintenance of the devices;  
 

f) General inspection checklists for all aspects of the stormwater management system, including 
visual checks;   
 

g) A programme for inspection and maintenance of the stormwater management devices;  
 
13. Details of all inspections and maintenance of the stormwater management system, for the 

preceding three years, shall be retained. A maintenance report shall be provided to the Manager, 
within five working days of the consent holder receiving a written request. The maintenance report 
shall include the following information:  

 
a) Details of the person or bodies that are responsible for the operation and maintenance of the 

stormwater management system and the organisational structure supporting this process; 
 

b) Details of all maintenance undertaken for the preceding three years; and 
 

c) Details of all inspections completed for the preceding three years. 
 
14. Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the consent holder shall ensure that the stormwater 

management system is managed and maintained in accordance with the certified Operational 
Stormwater Management Plan.  
 

GENERAL NOTES  
 
a) Where conditions require the submission of information to the Manager, information can be 

emailed to notifications@gw.govt.nz. Please include the consent reference WGN250004 and the 
name and phone number of a contact person responsible for the information submitted  

b) A resource management charge, set in accordance with section 36(2) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, shall be paid to the Wellington Regional Council for the carrying out of its 
functions in relation to the administration, monitoring, and supervision of resource consents and for 
the carrying out of its functions under section 35 (duty to gather information, monitor, and keep 
records) of the Act.   

c) The Wellington Regional Council shall be entitled to recover from the consent holder the costs of 
any review, calculated in accordance with and limited to the Council’s scale of charges in force and 
applicable at that time pursuant to section 36 of the Resource Management Act 1991.   

mailto:notifications@gw.govt.nz
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d) The granting of this resource consent does not provide you with the right to access private 
properties. Landowner entry requirements need to be gained and be in place before you may 
exercise this consent.   

e) Additional resource consents from your local city or district council may be required to undertake 
this proposal. We advise you to contact your local city or district council prior to commencing works.  

f) Section 322 of the Resource Management Act allows any Enforcement Officer to go onto the 
property at all reasonable times for the purpose of carrying out inspections to determine whether 
or not this consent is being complied with, or to take samples.  

 
CONSENT REVIEW  
 
Wellington Regional Council may review any or all conditions of this consent by giving notice of its intention 
to do so pursuant to section 128 of the Resource Management Act 1991, within one month of each 
anniversary of the commencement of this consent, for any of the following reasons: 
 
a) To review the adequacy of any plan and/or monitoring requirements, and if necessary, amend 

these requirements outlined in this consent  
b) To deal with any adverse effects on the environment that may arise from the exercise of this 

consent; and which are appropriate to deal with at a later stage  
c) To require the implementation of Best Practicable Options, in respect to new methodologies for the 

undertaking of the works to avoid, remedy or mitigate any significant adverse effect on the 
environment arising from the works  

d) To enable consistency with any relevant Regional Plans or any National Environmental Standards 
or Regulations  

 
The review of conditions shall allow for the deletion or amendment of conditions of this consent; and the 
addition of such new conditions as are shown to be necessary to avoid, remedy or mitigate any significant 
adverse effects on the environment.   
 
Note: For the purposes of this condition the “exercise of the consent” is deemed to be once the works 
authorised by this consent have commenced.  
 
CONSENT DURATION  
 
Pursuant to section 123 of the Act consent: 

• WGN250004 [39708] [39709] [39719] [339730] shall expire on 29th August 2029 

• WGN250004 [39707] shall expire on 29th August 2059.   

• WGN250004 [39729] shall be granted in perpetuity  

  



 

Page 14 of 37 OURSPACE-8-216 
 

Reasons for decision report  
1. Background and proposal 

Wellington International Airport Limited (the applicant) has applied to 
Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) for a suite of consents to 
facilitate the construction, operation and maintenance of a temporary 
uncovered carpark at Wellington International Airport. The consents 
sought include land use consents for soil disturbance and the creation of 
new impervious surfaces, a water permit to take groundwater, and 
discharge permits for the discharge of sediment laden water to land, the 
discharge of stormwater, and discharge of dewatered water to land.  

The proposal involves the redevelopment of part of the southern portion of 
the golf course (now owned by WIAL) for the use as a temporary 
uncovered carpark for the airport. The carpark will have a total impervious 
area of 19,000m2 comprising up to 800 carparking spaces. The carpark is 
expected to be in place for up to 10 years. 

Earthworks 

The construction of the carpark will require bulk earthworks over an area 
of approximately 21,031m2. This includes the stripping of topsoil, 
excavation to subgrade and some minor filling and construction of bunds. 
It is proposed that approximately 5,000m3 of excess material will be 
disposed of at a landfill and 100m3 will be relocated on Airport Land to a 
Bridge Street stockpile site.  

A draft Earthworks and Construction Management Plan which includes an 
ESCP has been provided with the application. The ESCP comprises 
staging, cut and cover, 2 x stabilised construction entrances, silt socks for 
protection of the existing stormwater network, and perimeter bunding 
(clean and dirty water).  

The applicant proposes to undertake earthworks (~2000m2) associated 
with the installation of stormwater drainage and management devices 
during the winter works shut down period.  

Stormwater Management 

The proposal includes the establishment of a new stormwater system to 
manage runoff and contaminants from the proposed carpark area. The 
proposed system includes new stormwater infrastructure that will convey 
the stormwater through existing Airport infrastructure and the local 
stormwater network to Lyall Bay. 

The proposed stormwater treatment systems include an underground 
vault with 33 stormwater filters at the southern end of the carpark to filter 
out sediment (TSS), grass pollutants, soluble and insoluble heavy metals 
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such as zinc, copper and lead, and hydrocarbons. As the receiving 
environment of the discharge is the coastal marine area, hydrological 
control is not required.  

WIAL holds a “site-wide” stormwater discharge permit from GWRC 
(WGN230119) for the discharge of stormwater run-off from the operation 
of Wellington International Airport into the coastal marine area (CMA). The 
intention of this site-wide consent is to manage all on-site stormwater 
run-off in accordance with an approved Stormwater Management Plan 
(SMP), which is to be reviewed and updated for any change in land use or 
new urban developments which exceed an area of 3,000m2. WIAL are 
required to obtain a new consent for new urban stormwater that doesn’t 
meet the permitted activity rules, but any new discharge will be managed 
through the site-wide SMP.  

Dewatering 

Due to the presence of a high groundwater table at the site, dewatering is 
proposed to enable the installation of the new stormwater drainage 
system for the carpark.  

The abstracted groundwater will be treated on-site prior to being disposed 
to land via ground soakage.  

Contaminated Land  

The applicant provided a Detailed Site Investigation with the application to 
provide information on the contaminated land risk of the soils within the 
area.  

Generally, the soil results encountered at the site were predominantly 
consistent with background conditions with an absence of elevated metal 
concentrations, petroleum hydrocarbons, polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons and organochlorine pesticides. 

PFAS in the form of perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), was detected in 
sample TP209_0.3 at low concentrations. This was the only indicator of 
contamination noted within the reported dataset.  

1.1 Existing environment or significant features of the proposal area 
The works are proposed within part of the larger airport site at 28 Stewart 
Duff Drive, Rongotai. The Wellington International Airport main terminal is 
situated to the west of the site, the suburb of Strathmore Park to the east, 
and Miramar Golf Course to the North and South.  

The side is mostly flat and predominantly covered by grass. A natural 
inland wetland as defined by the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management has been identified in the area to the south of the proposed 



 

Page 16 of 37 OURSPACE-8-216 
 

carpark site. The wetland is located outside the construction area, 
approximately 30 metres from the closest edge of the proposed carpark. 

The proposed activity is not located within or near a scheduled site in the 
NRP.  

The proposal is located within the Te Whanganui-a-Tara Whaitua.  

2. Reasons for resource consent / activity status 

2.1 Natural Resources Plan (NRP) 
Proposed Plan Change 1 of the Natural Resources Plan (NRP – PC1) was 
publicly notified by the Council on 30 October 2023. All rules in the NRP – 
PC1 have immediate legal effect under section 86B(3) of the Act. As the 
application was lodged after 30 October 2023, the NRP-PC1 is relevant to 
determining the resource consents required, activity status, the 
notification decisions and the substantive assessment of the proposal 
under section 104 of the Act.  

RMA 
section 

NRP 
or 
NRP-
PC1 

Rule Status Comments 

S15 NRP R49 Permitted Rule R49 allows for discharge 
of stormwater from a new 
subdivision or development. 
As the associated earthworks 
exceed a total area of 
3,000m2, the activity cannot 
comply with condition (a).  

As such, consent is required 
under Rule R54 of the NRP.  

R54 Restricted 
Discretionary 

S9 and 
S15 

NRP R101 Permitted The proposal includes 
earthworks over a total area of 
3,000m2. Consent is therefore 
required under Rule R107 of 
the NRP.  

R107 Discretionary 

S15 NRP R159 Permitted R159 relates to the take and 
the associated diversion and 
discharge of water for the 
purpose of dewatering a site.  

The dewatering required for 
this proposal will have a 
duration of 6-8 weeks and 
therefore does not comply 
with condition (a). As such, 

R160 Discretionary 
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RMA 
section 

NRP 
or 
NRP-
PC1 

Rule Status Comments 

consent is required under 
Rule R160 of the NRP.  

S9 and 
S15 

NRP-
PC1 

WH.R5 Permitted WH.R5 and WH.R7 relates to 
the use of land for the creation 
of new, impervious surfaces 
and the associated discharge 
of stormwater into water, or 
onto or into land where it may 
enter a surface water body or 
coastal water, including 
through an existing or new 
local authority stormwater 
network.  

As the new impervious area 
will be 19,000m2, the proposal 
cannot comply with condition 
(a) of WH.R5 and (a) of WH.R7.  

As such, consent is required 
under WH.R11 of the NRP-
PC1.  

WH.R7 Controlled 

WH.R8 Restricted 
Discretionary 

WH.R11 Discretionary 

S9 and 
S15 

NRP-
PC1 

WH.R23 Permitted WH.R23 allows for earthworks 
as a permitted activity 
provided the conditions are 
met.  

Earthworks are required up to 
an area of 21,031m2  therefore 
condition (c) cannot be 
complied with.  

The applicant proposes that 
some earthworks will be 
undertaken during the winter 
works period. Therefore, the 
proposal will not comply with 
condition (b) of WH.R24. 

As such, consent is required 
under WH.R25 of the NRP-
PC1. 

WH.R24 Restricted 
Discretionary 

WH.R25 Non-
Complying 

 

2.2 National Environmental Standards for Freshwater (NES-FW) 

The National Environmental Standard for Freshwater came into effect on 
the 2nd of September 2020. The purpose of the NES-F is to protect natural 
inland wetlands and protect urban and rural streams. All regulations in the 
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NES-F prevail over Regional Plans in accordance with section 43B of the 
RMA, unless the activity has a more stringent rule in an operative regional 
plan. The NES-F is relevant to determining the resource consents required 
and their activity status. 
 

Regulation Status Comments 

45 Discretionary Complies 

Regulation 45 of the NES-F relates to the 
construction of specified infrastructure. 

Wellington International Airport is 
‘specified infrastructure’ for the purposes 
of the NES-FW on the basis that it is 
identified as in the definition of Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure in the NRP.  

A wetland is located to the south and 
approximately 30m from the edge of the 
proposed carpark. Earthworks will not 
occur within a 10m setback of the wetland 
and therefore clauses 45(1) and (2) are not 
applicable.  

The proposal involves earthworks within a 
100m setback of the wetland for the 
purposes of constructing specified 
infrastructure (clause 45(3)(a)). However, 
the works will not result in the drainage or 
partial drainage of the wetland (clause 
45(3)(b)). On this basis consent is not 
required under clause 45(3).  

The proposal also involves dewatering 
within 100m of the wetland (approximately 
75m from the wetland at its closest point). 
However, the Assessment of Dewatering 
Effects shows the radius of influence of 
dewatering (at absolute worst case) does 
not extend as far as the wetland and 
therefore the proposal will not trigger 
clauses 45(4)(b) or (c). On this basis, 
resource consent is not required under 
clause 45(4).  

The discharge of dewatered water during 
construction will not enter the wetland and 
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will not affect the water level or 
hydrological function of the wetland. As 
such, clause 45(5) is not relevant to this 
proposal. 

 

2.3 Overall activity status 
The activity is considered a Discretionary under the operative NRP and a 
Non-Complying under the proposed NRP-PC1. Overall, the activity must 
be an assessed as a Non-complying activity.  

3. Consultation 

Iwi authority  Comments 

Port Nicholson Block 
Settlement Trust 

Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust (PNBST) was 
provided a copy of the application on the Te Wāhi 
portal.  

No comments were provided to GWRC by PNBST.  

The applicant did engage with PNBST prior to lodging 
the application, at that time they stated they had no 
concerns with the proposal.  

Ngāti Toa Rangatira Ngāti Toa Rangatira was provided a copy of the 
application on the Te Wāhi portal.  

On 11 July 2024, Ngāti Toa Rangatira commented to 
GWRC that the applicant had worked closely with 
them in preparing the consent application. They had 
no significant concerns.  

Other parties or 
persons 

Comments 

Gregor McLean, 
Southern Skies 
Environmental 
Limited 

A copy of the application was provided to Mr Gregor 
McLean to comment on matters relating to erosion 
and sediment control. Mr McLean’s comments are 
discussed in section 5 of this report. 

Dr Dave Bull, Hail 
Environmental 
Limited 

A copy of the application was provided to Dr Dave Bull 
to comment on matters relating to contamination. Dr 
Bull’s comments are discussed in section 5 of this 
report. 

David Wilson, 
Principal 
Engineer/Director, 
The Urban Engineers 

A copy of the application was provided to David 
Wilson to review matters relating to operational 
stormwater treatment and water sensitive urban 
design. Mr Wilson’s comments are discussed in 
Section 5 of this report. 

Andrea Broughton, 
Consultant 

A copy of the application was provided to Andrea 
Broughton to review the application with respect to 



 

Page 20 of 37 OURSPACE-8-216 
 

Groundwater 
Scientist 

ground settlement effects from the dewatering. Ms 
Broughton’s comments are discussed in Section 5 of 
this report.  

 

4. Notification decision 
A decision was made to process the application on a non-notified basis on 
26/07/24. Further information on the notification decision is provided in 
document #WGN250004 - Notification decision report .docx.  

5. Environmental effects 
This section provides an assessment of the effects of the proposed 
activity on the environment. Information has been drawn from the 
application provided by the applicant and other information sourced 
during the processing of the application. 

5.1 Effects from earthworks and associated discharges  
During earthworks, sediment has the potential to be mobilised and 
discharged to land where it may enter water. If sediment enters any 
waterbody, it is likely to cause a local and temporary increase in turbidity 
and reduce the overall water quality. High suspended solid 
concentrations can have adverse effects on instream ecology, especially 
if these conditions persist over a long period of time. 

The applicant proposes to undertake approximately 2000m2 earthworks 
during the winter works period. This is associated with the installation of 
stormwater infrastructure. They have addressed the increased risk of 
working during this period by: 

• Installing an Earth bund around the perimeter of site at low points to 
ensure no runoff from site is possible 

• Changed the staging of the works to complete stormwater drainage 
prior to bulk earthworks 

• Undertaking the bulk earthworks outside the winter works period 

The application was reviewed on behalf of GWRC by Gregor McLean, 
Erosion and Sediment Specialist, Southern Skies Environmental. 

Overall, based on the review by Mr McLean, I am satisfied that the 
environmental effects from earthworks and the associated discharge can 
be appropriately managed so that the effects are no more than minor.   

5.2 Effects from stormwater discharge 
The proposed works will result in changes in land use and increased 
impervious surfaces. These changes may result in the introduction of 

https://greaterwellington.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/rc-WGN250004/Shared%20Documents/Non%20Notified%20Consent%20Processing/Consent%20Decision/WGN250004%20-%20Notification%20decision%20report%20.docx?d=w119edf05a58e4e2f802a3cbb7f8ab4fa&csf=1&web=1&e=keH4nw


 

OURSPACE-8-216  Page 21 of 373737 
 

contaminants into stormwater run-off and increases in peak flow, run-off 
volume and frequency of run-off to adjacent stream. Discharges of 
contaminants from urban environments, including heavy metals and 
hydrocarbons, may result in contamination of surface water. If not 
managed correctly, operational stormwater may impact downstream 
ecological values of the receiving environment, including the wetland 
onsite and the CMA. 

The application was reviewed on behalf of GWRC by David Wilson, 
Principal Engineer, The Urban Engineers. 

Mr Wilson was satisfied with the proposed stormwater treatment 
measures including the use of proprietary treatment devices (e.g. 
Stormwater 360 Stormfilter), and the treatment train of swales and 
bioretention devices. Mr Wilson supported the proposal from an 
operational stormwater management perspective as: 

1. the adverse effects of stormwater discharges have been minimised to 
the smallest amount reasonably practicable 

2. the adverse effects of stormwater discharges are being managed at 
source and via the adoption of WSUD measures. 

Overall, based on the review by Mr Wilson, I am satisfied that the 
environmental effects from stormwater can be appropriately managed so 
that the effects are no more than minor.  

5.3 Effects from dewatering  
Effects from dewatering discharge  

The applicant has identified that groundwater within the footprint of the 
golf course contains low levels of PFAS. Concentrations were reported 
below the 95% species protection levels for aquatic ecosystems listed in 
the NEMP and below drinking water standards listed in the drinking water 
standards for New Zealand. The applicant concluded that while the 
reported low-level concentrations were reported, the disposal options for 
extracted groundwater may be limited due to the presence of PFAS. 

As such, the applicant is proposed to discharge the dewater groundwater 
to land via soakage after being treated for sediment.  

Dr Dave Bull, Hail Environmental Limited, reviewed this methodology in 
relation to effects from the potentially contaminated water being 
discharged to land.  

Overall, Dr Bull had no concerns with the proposed relating to 
contaminated land including any effects from the dewatering discharge.  
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Ground settlement effects  

Dewatering activities can result in settlement of the surrounding ground.  

Andrea Broughton, Groundwater Expert, reviewed the application with 
respect to ground settlement effects. Overall, Ms Broughton was satisfied 
with the information provided by the applicant including the conceptual 
hydrogeological model of the area and outlined that the applicant’s model 
takes a conservative approach. Ms Broughton had no concerns with the 
proposed relating to the dewatering and requested no further information.  

Effects on the natural inland wetland 

The proposal requires dewatering within 100m of a natural inland wetland.   

The applicant assessed that even in the most conservative of scenario’s 
modelled, the radius of influence of the dewatering does not extend to the 
footprint of the wetland. Ms Brought agreed with this assessment and 
said, “the radius of dewatering pumping influence for the works under the 
most conservative scenario is approximately 56 m from the proposed 
excavation and does not reach the wetland, which is ~65m hydraulically 
upgradient of the dewatering activity”. As such, it is unlikely that the 
proposed works will affect the hydrological function of the wetland.  

Overall, based on the reviewed by Dr Bull and Ms Broughton, I am satisfied 
that the environmental effects from the dewatering, including effects from 
the discharge, ground settlement effects and effects on the natural inland 
wetland, can be appropriately managed so that the effects are less than 
minor.  

5.4 Summary of effects 
Given the assessment above, it is considered that the effects of the 
activity are, or will likely be no more than minor when undertaken in 
accordance with the recommended consent conditions.  

6. Statutory assessment 

6.1 Part 2 
Consideration of an application under section 104 of the Act is 'subject to 
Part 2' (sections 5, 6, 7 and 8) of the Act. Part 2 sets out the purpose and 
principles of the Act. I acknowledge the caselaw direction in R J Davidson 
Family Trust v Marlborough District Council [2018] NZCA 316 that the 
statutory language in section 104 plainly contemplates direct 
consideration of Part 2 matters, when it is appropriate to do so. Further, 
the Court considered that where a plan has been competently prepared 
under the RMA it may be that in many cases there will be no need for the 
Council to refer to Part 2 because it would not add anything to the 
evaluative exercise. However, if there is doubt that a plan has been 
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“competently prepared” under the RMA, then it will be appropriate and 
necessary to have regard to Part 2.  

In my view, the operative and proposed plans are competently prepared, 
and I do not consider there is a need to refer to Part 2.  

6.2 Matters to be considered – Section 104-108AA 
Section 104-108AA of the Act provides a statutory framework in which to 
consider resource consent applications. All relevant matters to be 
considered for this application are summarised in the table below:  

RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

104(1)(a) Actual or potential effects 
on environment 

See Section 5 of this report. 

104(1)(ab) 

 

Measures to offset or 
compensate for adverse 
effects on the environment 

The applicant has not proposed 
any measures to offset or 
compensate for adverse effects 
on the environment. 

104(1)(b)(v) Regional Policy Statement (including Proposed Change 
1) 

Objectives/Policies I consider that, with the 
application of the recommended 
conditions of consent, the 
proposed activity is consistent 
with the objectives of the RPS 
(including proposed change 1). 

Objective 12 

Policy 41, 42 

This objective aims to ensure the 
quality and quantity of 
freshwater meets a range of uses 
and values, supports life 
supporting capacity of water 
bodies, and meets reasonable 
foreseeable needs of future 
generations.  

Policy 42 relates to minimising 
contaminated from stormwater 
from new developments. 

Policy 41 relates to minimising 
the effects of earthworks and 
vegetation disturbance. 

I consider that the proposed 
works are consistent with this 
objective and the relevant 
policies. 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

Policy 40 & 43 These policies require 
maintenance and enhancement 
of aquatic ecosystem health in 
waterbodies.  

Given the proposed sediment 
controls and ongoing stormwater 
treatment, the proposed should 
not adversely affect aquatic 
ecosystem health. 

Objective 29 and 30 

Policy 41 

This policy relates to minimising 
the effects of earthworks 
including ensuring that land 
management practices do not 
accelerate soil erosion.  

Erosion and sediment controls 
will be implemented to minimise 
the effects of sediment laden 
stormwater discharges during 
earthworks.  

Policy 48 & 49 These policies relate to the 
principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi and mana whenua. A 
copy of the application was 
provided to local iwi through the 
Te Wāhi platform in addition to 
the applicant providing a copy 
before lodgement.  

Comments were received from 
both Iwi (either before or during 
processing). Neither Iwi had 
significant concerns with the 
proposal.  

104(1)(b)(vi) Natural Resources Plan  

Objectives/Policies I consider that, with the 
application of the recommended 
conditions of consent, the 
proposed activity is consistent 
with the Natural Resources Plan.  

Objective O12 & O13 

Policies P18, P20 & P21 

These objectives and policies 
relate to recognising and 
providing for the relationships of 
Māori and their culture and 
traditions with their ancestral 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, 
and other taonga.  

A copy of the application was 
circulated to Ngāti Toa Rangatira 
and Port Nicholson Block 
Settlement Trust (PNBST) via the 
Te Wāhi Platform in addition to 
the applicant providing a copy 
before lodgement.  

Comments were received from 
both Iwi (either before or during 
processing). Neither Iwi had 
significant concerns with the 
proposal. 

Overall, I consider that the 
proposal is consistent with this 
objective and the relevant 
policies. 

Objectives O17 & O19  

Policies P30 & P31 

These policies and objectives 
relate to avoiding adverse effects 
and maintaining or improving 
water quality as well as 
safeguarding biodiversity, 
aquatic ecosystem health and 
mahinga kai in freshwater bodies 
and the coastal marine area. 

Erosion and sediment controls 
proposed will ensure that 
adverse effects on water quality 
are avoided during the 
construction of the carpark. The 
proposed stormwater treatment 
will ensure any ongoing 
discharges are appropriately 
managed.  

I consider the proposal 
consistent with these objective 
and policies.  

Objective O28  

Policies P42 & P44 

Objective O28 relates to 
protecting ecosystems and 
habitats with significant 
indigenous biodiversity values 
from the adverse effects of use 
and development.  
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

Policies P42 and P44 relate to 
protecting and managing 
ecosystems and habitats with 
significant indigenous 
biodiversity values.  

The proposal includes 
appropriate controls for all 
aspects of work that will ensure 
effects are no more than minor. 
As such, I consider the works 
consistent with this proposal.  

Objective O36 & O37 

Policies P65, P66, P68 and 
P69 

Objective O36 & O37 relate to 
minimising the runoff or leaching 
of contaminants to water from 
discharges to land, and the 
amount of sediment-laden runoff 
entering water.  

The policies relate generally to 
managing the discharges to land 
and water.  

The proposed erosion and 
sediment controls will ensure the 
discharges are managed so that 
the effects from sediment laden 
water will be no more than minor.   

The proposed discharge of water 
from dewatering will be treated 
prior to discharging to the land. 
Dr Bull has no concerns in regard 
to the potential discharge of 
contaminants during this 
process.  

Overall, I consider the proposal 
to be consistent with these 
objectives and policies.  

Objective 42 This objective relates to the 
identifying contaminated land 
and managing the discharges so 
that the environment is 
protected.  

The applicant provided a 
Detailed Site Investigation with 
the application to provide 
information on the contaminated 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

land risk of the soils within the 
area. 

The only contaminant of concern 
was a small area of ‘PFAS 
impacted soil’ inferred to be from 
wastewater disposal. There is 
potential that this PFAS is 
mobilised during dewatering. Dr 
Bull had no concerns with this 
from a contaminated land 
perspective.   

Overall, I consider the proposed 
consistent with this objective.  

Policies P83 & P84 These policies relate to 
minimising adverse effects of 
stormwater discharges and 
managing the land use impacts 
on stormwater. 

The proposed stormwater 
management methods will 
ensure that effects of stormwater 
discharges are less than minor. I 
can consider that the proposed 
works are consistent with these 
policies. 

Policy 107 This policy relates to managing 
sediment discharges from 
earthworks. The provided ESCP 
was assessed by erosion and 
sediment control expert Gregor 
McLean.  

Based on his advice, I can 
consider the proposed measures 
are sufficient in minimising soil 
erosion and controlling silt and 
sediment runoff. I consider the 
proposal consistent with this 
policy.  

104(1)(b)(vi) Natural Resources Plan – Proposed Plan Change 1 

 Objectives/ Policies 

 

I consider that, with the 
application of the recommended 
conditions of consent, the 
proposed activity is consistent 
with the Natural Resources Plan 
– Proposed Plan Change 1. 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

Objective WH.O1 Policy WH.O1 aims to 
progressively improve the health 
of all freshwater bodies and the 
coastal marine area within 
Whaitua Te Whanganui-a-Tara. 

The proposed erosion and 
sediment control measures will 
ensure any sediment related 
discharges will be appropriately 
managed.   

The proposed Water Sensitive 
Urban Design will ensure that 
effects of stormwater discharges 
are less than minor and 
appropriately managed to be 
consistent with this policy. This 
includes stormwater treatment 
via 33 Stormwater 360 
Stormfilters.   

Overall, I consider the proposed 
works are consistent with this 
objective.  

Objective WH.O2  Objective WH.02 aims to 
improve the wai ora, health and 
wellbeing of Te Whanganui-a-
tara’s groundwater, rivers and 
natural wetlands and their 
margins, such that by 2040 a 
range of sub-objectives are met. 

The proposed erosion and 
sediment control measures will 
ensure any sediment related 
discharges will be appropriately 
managed so that the effects are 
no more than minor.   

The proposed Water Sensitive 
Urban Design will ensure that 
effects of stormwater discharges 
are less than minor and 
appropriately managed to be 
consistent with this policy. This 
includes stormwater treatment 
via 33 Stormwater 360 
Stormfilters.   



 

OURSPACE-8-216  Page 29 of 373737 
 

RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

The water from the dewatering 
will be treated on-site for 
sediment prior to disposal to 
land where it will discharge (via 
soakage) through to the 
groundwater table. This is 
essentially returning the 
abstracted groundwater back to 
the system is was abstracted 
from. Dr Bull had no concerns 
with the dewatering from a 
contaminated land perspective.  

Overall, I consider the proposal 
to be consistent with this policy.  

Objective WH.O3 Objective WH.O3 relates to the 
health and wellbeing of coastal 
water quality, ecosystems and 
habitats in Te Whanganui-a-Tara 
is maintained or improved to 
achieve the coastal water 
objectives set out in Table 8.1.  

The proposed erosion and 
sediment controls will ensure 
that any sediment related 
discharges are managed so that 
the effects are no more than 
minor. This will aid in achieving 
the target sedimentation rate in 
the Coastal Water objectives 
Table 8.1.  

Stormwater runoff will be 
managed, including through 
treatment, and will ensure 
adverse effects from the 
discharge are minimised. This 
includes filtering out copper and 
zinc contaminants from runoff 
prior to discharge.  

Overall, I consider this proposal 
consistent with this policy. The 
proposal will aid in maintain or 
improving the relevant 
parameters in Table 8.1: Coastal 
water objective.  
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

Policy WH.P1  Policy WH.P1 relates to 
improving aquatic ecosystem 
health.  

The applicant has proposed 
erosion and sediment controls 
that will ensure effects from 
earthworks and associated 
discharge are no more than 
minor.  

Further to this, the applicant has 
proposed stormwater 
management methods to 
manage stormwater discharges 
from the temporary carpark.  

I consider the proposal 
consistent with this policy. 

Policy WH.P2 Policy P.P2 aims to manage 
activities to achieve coastal 
water objectives. 

The proposed erosion and 
sediment controls will ensure 
that any sediment related 
discharges are managed so that 
the effects are no more than 
minor. This will aid in achieving 
the target sedimentation rate in 
the Coastal Water objectives.  

The proposed stormwater 
treatment devices will aid in 
reducing the total copper and 
zinc that enter the coastal 
environment.  

Overall, I consider this proposal 
consistent with this policy. The 
proposal will aid in maintain or 
improving the relevant 
parameters in Coastal water 
objective. 

Policy WH.P7 This policy relates to managing 
discharges to groundwater.  

The water from the dewatering 
will be treated on-site for 
sediment prior to disposal to 
land where it will discharge (via 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

soakage) through to the 
groundwater table. This is 
essentially returning the 
abstracted groundwater back to 
the system it was abstracted 
from. Dr Bull had no concerns 
with the dewatering from a 
contaminated land perspective.  

I consider the proposal 
consistent with this policy.  

Policy WH.P9 This policy relates to managing 
stormwater discharges so that 
the baseline water quality state 
for copper and zinc is maintained 
in line with the coastal water 
objectives.    

The proposed stormwater 
treatment devices will aid in 
reducing the total copper and 
zinc that enter the coastal 
environment.  

Overall, I consider this proposal 
consistent with this policy. The 
proposal will aid in maintain or 
improving the relevant 
parameters in Table 8.1: Coastal 
water objective. 

Policy WH.P10 Policy WH.P10 aims to manage 
the adverse effects of 
stormwater discharges through a 
range of methods.  

Stormwater runoff will be 
managed, including through 
treatment, and will ensure 
adverse effects from the 
discharge are minimised. This 
includes filtering out copper and 
zinc contaminants from runoff 
prior to discharge.  

I consider the proposal 
consistent with this policy.  

Policy WH.P12 WH.P12 relates to managing 
stormwater from a port or airport.  

It is proposed the ongoing 
management of the proposed 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

site will be done through the 
airport’s existing site wide 
Stormwater Management Plan. 
Ongoing monitoring in 
accordance with the SMP will 
assist in identifying any increase 
in contaminant loads and enable 
proactive management of any 
adverse effects related to 
stormwater quality. 

I consider the proposal 
consistent with this policy.  

Policy WH.P14 Policy WH.P14 relates to 
reducing the adverse effects of 
stormwater discharges from 
existing urbanised areas to the 
extent practicable.  

Stormwater runoff will be 
managed, including through 
treatment, and will ensure 
adverse effects from the 
discharge are minimised. This 
includes filtering out copper and 
zinc contaminants from runoff 
prior to discharge.  

I consider the proposal 
consistent with this policy. 

Policy WH.P29, WH.P30 Policies WH.P29, WH.P30 and 
WH.P31 relates to the general 
management of earthworks 
including discharge standards 
and winter shut down period.  

The proposed erosion and 
sediment controls have been 
assessed as being appropriate to 
manage sediment related 
discharges so that the effects are 
less than minor.   

Earthworks will exceed 3,000 m2 
and will occur over the winter 
months. The adverse effects of 
the works will be managed 
through progressive stabilisation 
of exposed areas and rapid cut 
and cover to ensure exposed dirt 
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RMA 
section 

Matter to consider Comment 

is not left uncovered when heavy 
rain is forecast.  

The use of silt and filter socks 
and silt fences will control the 
velocity of stormwater or 
sediment laden water to 
treatment devices. Runoff of 
sediment laden water outside 
the construction area will also be 
managed through perimeter 
bunding. The site is also a 
relatively flat gradient and is not 
located near any natural 
watercourses which presents a 
lower risk of sediment runoff and 
associated potential effects on 
water quality. 

The proposal is consistent with 
WH.R29 and WH.R30.  

 Policy WH.P31 Policy WH.P31 relates to the 
winter shut down period of 
earthworks. It outlines that 
earthwork over 3,000m2 in area 
shall be shut down from 1st June 
to 30th September each year.  

The applicant intends to 
undertake earthworks of 
approximately 2,000m2 to 
facilitate the installation of 
stormwater infrastructure during 
this period.  

No bulk earthworks are proposed 
to occur during this period. The 
increased risk of working during 
this period has been addressed 
in the ESCP and details of this 
have been outlined in the policy 
assessment against WH.P29 and 
WH.P30.  

The applicant provided the 
following justification to why they 
need to undertake the work 
during winter: 

The carpark expansion is a 
pivotal project designed to 
accommodate the displacement 
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of approximately 800 parking 
spaces due to several significant 
airport and regional 
infrastructure developments. 
These include the construction of 
the Wellington City Council's 
Sludge Minimisation Facility, the 
expansion of aircraft parking 
stands, the establishment of a 
new freight and logistics centre, 
and the Metlink Kauri St bus 
depot. The timely 
commencement of the carpark 
project is essential; any delays 
could hinder the availability of 
land for these critical 
infrastructure projects, strain the 
airport's operational capacity, 
and will inflate construction 
costs. Moreover, postponing the 
carpark expansion could 
exacerbate congestion in the 
airport's ground transport system 
and the surrounding road 
networks, affecting the broader 
community. 

Overall, the proposed is 
consistent with Policy WH.P31.  

104(1)(c) Any other matter There are no other matters 
relevant to this application.  

104(2A)  Value of investment for 
existing consents 

I have considered the value of 
existing investment associated 
with this application. 

105(1)  Matters relevant to 
discharge permits 

I have had regard to the 
applicant’s reasons for the 
proposed choice, any possible 
alternative methods of 
discharge, and the nature of the 
discharge and the sensitivity of 
the receiving environment. 

107  Restrictions on grant of 
certain discharge permits 

I consider that provided 
sediment laden discharges from 
the area of earthworks and 
stormwater from the new 
development are managed in 
accordance with the application 
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and all recommended conditions 
of consent, the discharges are 
unlikely to give rise to the 
adverse effects outline in section 
107. 

108 – 
108AA 

Conditions on resource 
consents 

Standard conditions of consent 
for this activity type are 
recommended. All standard 
conditions of consent meet 
s108AA. Any additional 
conditions are outlined in 
Section 5 of this report. I have 
assessed the additional 
conditions against the criteria in 
s108AA.  

in Attachment 1 to this report. 

 

As the application falls for consideration as a non-complying activity, 
pursuant to section 104D of the Act a ‘gateway test’ is required to be met 
before a decision on whether consent can be granted can be made. 
Section 104D prescribes that the consent authority may only proceed to 
the substantive assessment (s104), and make a decision on whether to 
grant a resource consent application for a non-complying activity, only if it 
is satisfied that either: 

(a) the adverse effects of the activity on the environment will be 
minor; or 

(b) the application is for an activity that will not be contrary to the 
objectives and policies of the Natural Resources Plan.  

If the application cannot meet either of the gateway tests outlined above 
the consent application must be declined.  

As the effects of the proposal have been determined as no more than 
minor, the gateway test can be passed.  

6.3 Weighting of the NRP Proposed Plan Change 1  
As the conclusion reached under the operative NRP assessment is 
consistent with that reached under the proposed NRP-PC1 there is no 
need to undertake a weighting exercise between the operative NRP and 
proposed NRP- PC1.  
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7. Main findings 
In conclusion:  

1. The proposed activity is consistent with the Purposes and Principles 
of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. The proposed activity is consistent with the relevant objectives and 
policies of the Regional Policy Statement (including proposed change 
1) and the Natural Resources Plan (including Proposed Plan Change 
1).  

3. The proposed activity is not contrary to the objectives and policies of 
the Natural Resources Plan.  

4. The actual or potential adverse effects of the proposed activity on the 
environment will be or are likely to be no more than minor. 

5. Conditions of the consent(s) will ensure that the effects of the activity 
on the environment will be appropriately avoided, remedied or 
mitigated. 

6. The proposal incorporates appropriate mitigation measures, to 
ensure the adverse effects are or are likely to be no more than minor. 

8. Duration of consent 
Under section 123 of RMA, I propose a consent duration of: 

• Five (5) years for construction related consents [39708] [39709] 
[39719] [39730]  

• Thirty-five (35) years for the ongoing discharge of stormwater [39707]  

• Unlimited (In perpetuity) for the creation of impervious surface 
[39729] 

9. Monitoring 

9.1 Monitoring schedule 
The following compliance monitoring programme will be undertaken 
during the consent term: 
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Compliance group Earthworks 

Risk categorisation Medium 

Monitoring assessment:   Annual ☐ Three-yearly ☐ Other: 

  

Monitoring input:   Audit  Site inspection  Other: 

 Certification of management plans  

Other notes  

 

9.2 Monitoring charges 
Consent monitoring charges apply for the consent(s) approved. Charges 
are normally invoiced on an annual basis. Your consent monitoring charge 
is made up of three components:  

1. Customer service charge – every consent incurs an annual charge of 
$751. This covers costs associated with the administration of your 
consent.  

2. Compliance monitoring charge – the cost associated with our staff 
monitoring the compliance of your consent. 

3. State of the environment (SOE) charge – a proportion of our science 
monitoring is paid by consent holders.  

An estimate of your annual consent monitoring charge is provided below: 

 Amount Charge code(s) 

Customer service 
charge 

6 consent(s) $350  

Monitoring charge  Variable* $-* DL1, DW1, LU1 

SOE charge Yes $1000 4.3.3.2 

Further notes (if 
applicable) 

 

*Variable charges will alter from year to year and are based on the actual and 
reasonable amount of time required to monitor your consent 

The GWRC Resource Management Charging Policy is reviewed on an 
annual basis, and may alter these charges.  

 
1 Where there are multiple consents for the same activity, a discount of $20 per consent will apply for any additional consents.  


