












  

The Iho – Unifying Idea

He mea whakairo, e te wai

E te ringa

E te rā, ā, ka ita i te taiao

Formed by the tidal waters of the Waitematā

Embellished by the movements of the chisel,

Illuminated by the world of light, and galvanised by the 
natural world

The iho, or unifying idea, grounds the development. It locates the design 
process in whakapapa, where cosmological and earthly domains meet in 
thresholds and tensions. This logic is transposed into the built environment. 
Podium forms recall the action of tidal waters. Chamfered towers carry the 
cadence of the chisel. Façades respond to and capture light. Public spaces 
gather and release energy.

Design here is whakapapa embodied — relational, layered, and enduring. 
It binds context, history, and community into built form, acknowledging 
origins while shaping new relationships.
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