
SLR Consulting New Zealand Limited 

 
201 Victoria Street West, Auckland 1010, New Zealand 

 

 1  
 

20 March 2026 

SLR Ref No.: 860.016676.00001-L01-V1.1_20260320.docx 

Attention: Shay McDonald 
Otago Regional Council 
Level 2 
144 Rattray Street 
Dunedin 9016 

SLR Project No.: 860.016676.00001 

 

RE: Bendigo Ophir Project 
Air Quality Assessment Review 

As part of the Fast‑Track consent process for the Bendigo‑Ophir Gold Project (BOGP), 
Matakanui Gold Limited submitted an Air Quality Assessment (AQA) and an Air Quality 
Management Plan (AQMP), both prepared by Pattle Delamore Partners (PDP). These 
documents, dated October and September 2025 respectively, were included in the 
application material reviewed by the Otago Regional Council (ORC). A further assessment of 
concrete batching and cement paste plants has also been provided.  

ORC subsequently issued a letter on 17 December 2025 requesting further information, 
drawing on the findings of SLR’s peer review completed on 12 December 2025. That letter 
raised nine specific matters requiring clarification or additional detail. PDP has provided 
written responses to each of those matters in its memorandum dated 29 January 2026. 
These responses are compiled in Table 1 of this document, along with my responses.  

My original responses to PDP’s written responses dated 18 February 2026 triggered 
additional responses from PDP “Bendigo-Ophir Gold Project Air Quality Assessment 
Addendum: Visual Dust Monitoring and Instrumental Arsenic Dust Monitoring” dated 17 
March 2026. An additional meeting clarifying the detail of the response was held 19 March 
2026 between myself, Shay McDonald (ORC), Jeff Bluett (PDP) and Cheryl Low (BOGP) 
and was summarised in an email from PDP 19 March 2026. My original 18 February 
responses are updated here. 

In providing this response, I (Graeme Starke, Certified Air Quality Practitioner) have 
reviewed PDP’s supplementary explanations alongside the conclusions of SLR’s original 
peer review. My role is to confirm whether PDP’s further information adequately addresses 
the issues outlined by ORC, and to identify points of agreement, disagreement, and any 
residual uncertainty, and to describe the implications of that uncertainty for adverse effects.  
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Based on the additional information provided by PDP and the further clarifications reviewed, 
SLR considers that all of ORC’s information requests have now been addressed to provide 
clarity that no risk of adverse impacts from the operation of BOGP remain. 
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