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27 May 2026 

Rangitoopuni Development Limited Partnership (RDLP) 

Attn: Mitch Tweedie 

Lot 2, 7 Falcon Street 

Parnell 

Auckland 

Dear Mitch, 

Rangitoopuni Forest Referral for Fast-Track Submission – Forestry Road, Riverhead, Auckland  

(Our Reference: 20190.000.001_34) 

1 Introduction 

ENGEO Ltd was requested by Rangitoopuni Development Limited Partnership (RDLP) to prepare this 

geotechnical referral letter for the proposed development at Forestry Road, Riverhead, Auckland. This 

work has been carried out in accordance with the signed agreement dated 14 May 2026.  

The letter serves as notice of the intention of Te Kawerau ā Maki, in partnership with Avant Property 

Development Limited (‘Avant’) under RDLP, to lodge an application for referral of the Rangitoopuni 

Forest project under the Fast Track Approvals Act (FTAA). The discussion of geotechnical constraints 

in this letter is based on a combination of desktop studies, local geotechnical investigations completed 

by ENGEO to date and provides commentary on the anticipated geotechnical hazards, considerations 

and recommendations to enable the proposed development. Further geotechnical investigations and 

analysis will be required to support design stages across the sites. 

Prior to this letter, ENGEO have undertaken geotechnical investigations and analysis for Lots 1 

(countryside living) and 2 (retirement village) within the south-eastern portion of the site. This included 

a suite of machine borehole investigations, groundwater monitoring piezometers, cone penetration 

testing and hand auger boreholes. 

2 Site Layout and Proposed Development 

The site comprises Lots 2 through 8, DP 590677, and is located within Riverhead Forest, north of the 

Auckland townships of Riverhead, Kumeū and Huapai. The site forms part of a wider forestry landscape 

characterised by a mix of recently harvested plantation areas, regenerating vegetation, and rural–

residential land uses. 

The landform is defined by undulating to steep terrain, comprising a series of elongated ridgelines 

separated by incised gullies and drainage channels. Elevations typically range from approximately 

30 m RL within gully systems to around 120 to 150 m RL along elevated ridges. Slope gradients are 

variable, generally gentle across ridge crests (3° to 10°), increasing to moderate (10° to 20°) on mid-

slopes, and locally steep (> 35°) adjacent to gullies and slope breaks. 




























