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Figure 2. Location of eDNA sample sites, NSCs and SWF footprint (figure provided by Steve Harding, Roaring40s Wind Power).
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5. Conclusion 
The results confirm culvert crossings at NSC 3 and 6 should be designed as an exclusion barrier to prevent the 
passage of predatory trout upstream to protect threatened non-migratory galaxiid populations. At all other 
notable culvert crossings fish passage is required to be provided as per the New Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines 
(Franklin et al. 2024). These recommendations supersede the recommendations outlined in Ryder 2025. 
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6. Appendix One 
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To:  Greg Ryder, Ruth Goldsmith  
CC: Thad Ryan 

From: Steve Harding 
Roaring40s Wind Power 
Subject:  Southland Wind Farm – eDNA samples 3 December 2025 

 

Greg/Ruth 

This memo describes the site visit on 19 November 2025 to collect eDNA samples at six locations on the proposed 
Southland Wind Farm (SWF) site.   

The results of the eDNA samples are not discussed in this memo (other than a very high-level summary of fish 
species detected) but the complete set of results of the tests (as undertaken by Wilderlab) have already been 
provided to you in Excel format via email on 1 December 2025.  

The test kits 

Six ‘Standard’ (1.2 µm filter) test kits were collected from Wilderlab (https://wilderlab.co/) in Wellington, on 18 
November 2025, the day before the site visit. 

Clear instructions were included in the test kits and additional information on the Wilderlab website (including a 
video) were also read and viewed, prior to collecting the samples. 

Notable Stream Crossings  

There are nine ‘Notable Stream Crossings’ (NSC) associated with the SWF project.  NSC’s are defined as being where 
stream crossings have catchment areas (upstream) greater than 40ha.   

All NSC’s are proposed to be culverts, except for NSC2, which is proposed to be a bridge (which will replace an 
existing bridge).  NSCs 6 and 7 have existing culverts, the remainder currently have unformed ford crossings where 
farm or forestry tracks cross the stream (other than NSC9, which is not currently crossed by a track of any type).   

The eDNA site locations 

The locations of the eDNA sample sites are shown on Figure 1.  Also shown are the catchments associated with each 
sample site, the Notable Stream Crossings, and the proposed wind farm layout and civil works footprint.   

All of the eDNA sample sites are either at NSC locations or downstream of NSC locations.  Table 1 summarises the 
key attributes of the eDNA sample site locations.   

 

 

 












