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procedural advice and secretariat support to the panel convener and expert panels who make a 

decision on substantive applications.  More information is here: Process overview | Fast-track 

website. 

The EPA’s Fast-track team received a substantive application for the Taranaki VTM project on 23 

April 2025 and deemed it to be complete on 15 May 2025. 

On 29 May 2025 the EPA decided that the Taranaki VTM Project has no competing applications. 

To date, the expert panel has not been set up for this project to assess the substantive application. 

Information requested in relation to the expert panel is therefore refused under section 18(e) of the 

Official Information Act (OIA) as the information does not exist.  

If the expert panel invites Te Korowai o Ngāruahine Trust to comment there will be no restriction 

on the comments able to be provided.  The EPA has not yet requested a section 18 report from the 

MfE which will outline who it determines to be the relevant iwi authorities. This report will be 

requested when the EPA provides the substantive application to the panel convener and will 

provide guidance and support to the panel convener and expert panel.  

Regarding your request to be proactively informed of all information relating to this application, 

the EPA will notify relevant parties of decisions made in line with our legislative requirements and 

will publish all notices or documents required to be received or sent under the Fast-track 

Approvals Act on our website.  

The Fast-track web page for this project, Taranaki VTM | Fast-track website, will indicate when the 

expert panel is considering the application. All relevant information is uploaded to the Fast-track 

website as soon as practicable. We would encourage you to check for updates as the project 

progresses.   

The initial listing application is on the MfE website and is publicly available here: Taranaki VTM 

project | Ministry for the Environment. 

I hope this information is helpful. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision under section 28(3) of the OIA. You can contact the Ombudsman on 

0800 802 602, or by email at info@ombudsman.parliament.nz 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via oia@fasttrack.govt.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENQ-49407-K8Y0W9  3 

We may publish your request and our response on our website, www.fasttrack.govt.nz We make 

OIA responses available so others can read more about the work we do and the questions we are 

asked. Any information that might identify you will be removed to protect your privacy.  

 

Nāku noa nā  

 

Michelle Ward 

General Manager, Climate, Land and Oceans 

 




