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STOCKTON PLATEAU LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION

The Stockton Plateau is roughly rectangular in shape, slightly broader 
across the northern boundary and tapering to the south covering a total of 
4,704.65 ha / 47.04 km2. The Stockton Plateau lies more or less parallel to 
the West Coast between 2.1 – 8.0 km from the coastline between a north 
trending seaward mountain range with Mt Angustus and Mt Frederick 
being the highest peaks at approximately 1105 masl and the north trending 
inland Mt William range (including Mt Stockton at 751 masl).

The boundaries defining the extent of the plateau were established by 
Golder Associates (NZ) Ltd, (Golder) Geomorphological Assessment of the 
Stockton Plateau report, 2020.  The boundaries are based on topographic 
contrasts and resulted in five sub-plateaux due to faulting and incision of 
drainages into the plateau forming valleys and gorges.  In essence, the 
Golder report captured fragmented parts of the Stockton Plateau, rather 
than the entire plateau (refer Figure 2).

In landscape terms the Stockton Plateau outlined by the Golder report is 
not consistent with the definition of a landscape or feature and / or its 
perception. Acknowledging that landscapes form a continuum, in general, 
an individual will perceive the plateau - type landscape as an extensive 
area of flat upland according to boundaries such that they have an inner 
coherence and unity.  For the purposes of this baseline study the spatial 
area38 of the Stockton Plateau follows the Golder report for the northern 
half of the plateau and extends further south following the elevated edge 
of the Waimangaroa River gorge before connecting to the Mt William fault 
that defines the eastern boundary.  The following boundaries are based on 
a combination of the Golder report, aerial maps, topographic maps, and 
site observations both on foot and from an aerial flyover.

The boundaries of the Stockton Plateau are described as follows:

•	 The western boundary is clearly defined by a north trending ridge 
including Mt Augustus and Mt Frederick and coincides with the 
margin of the Brunner coal measures

•	 The eastern boundary is defined by the Mt William Fault along the 
toe of the Mt William Range, which more or less coincides with 
the broad valley of the Waimangaroa River where it flows south 
and the Cypress Stream where it flows north

•	 The northern boundary is irregular and less well defined than 
the western and eastern margins.  According to Golder report 

the northern boundary deviates around the steep headwaters of 
Granity Stream, Miller Stream and Sandy Stream and continues to 
follow distinct topography change across the lower slopes of Mt 
Stockton

•	 The southern boundary follows the crest of the Waimangaroa 
River gorge and its tributary, Cedar Creek to the Mt William Fault 
line 

Substantively, the Stockton Plateau outlines an area that shares particular 
landscape attributes such as the underlying coal measures geology, 
low relative relief of the topography, land cover, and land use and is 
bounded by steep slopes of river gorges and enclosed by the surrounding 
mountains (refer Map 23, Page 61).  The Stockton Plateau has been tilted 
and dissected by earthquake faulting.  It is deeply incised by streams and 
contains the headwaters and tributaries of the Waimangaroa River, which 
flows southwards and Cypress Stream, which flows northwards.

The Stockton Plateau can be accessed from two directions.  Sandwiched 
between mountain ranges, the northern boundary of the plateau is 
primarily accessed from SH67 via the Millerton Road to Stockton and 
thereafter by Burma Road.  The southern boundary of the plateau can 
be indirectly accessed via the Denniston Plateau on Cedar Creek Road, 
which traverses the head of the Waimangaroa River gorge to the southern 
boundary of the plateau.  Cedar Creek Road is a rough 4WD track that 
follows the creek and affords access to the transmission pylons, which 
cross the Mt William Range to the east.

The Stockton Plateau can be divided into three main landscape character 
units (LCUs 1 – 3), each of which is defined by the combination of differences 
in topography, land cover, and land use (extent of modification) with two 
sub character units within LCU 1 (1A and 1B), (refer Map 23, Page 61).  Each 
of these LCUs is described separately and the values identified for each. 
Maps 24 - 28 (refer Pages 75 - 79) also outline information and various 
attributes pertaining to each LCU.

38 http://www.environmentguide.org.nz/issues/landscape/what-are-landscapes - The extent of the 
spatial area may be defined by biophysical and/or perceptual/associative characteristics, but often 
relates to ‘catchments’ or locations/ areas/units that share particular landscape attributes.

Figure 2 : Stockton Plateau sub-plateaux as determined by the Golder report
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