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MEMO 
To: NZ Ski Ltd  Ref: 25047E 
Cc: Mitchell Daysh   
From: Alexandra Badenhop   
Date: 25.08.2026   
Subject: Doolans Creek Water Take: Response to key issues and information gaps 

identified in ORC reviews 
 
The Doolans Creek Water Take Assessment of Effects (e3scientific, 2026a) (Water Take 
AEE) forms part of the NZSki fast track application to expand the existing Remarkables 
ski operation into the Doolans. The application requests a water take of 30 L/s totalling 
38,872 m3/month and 41,240 m3/year from the Doolans Creek for snow making and 
potable water combined. The Otago Regional Council (ORC) have received the 
Water Take AEE and have provided feedback relating to hydrology and freshwater 
ecology. The concerns raised by the hydrology review, and the freshwater ecology 
review (where relevant to hydrology) are addressed in the respective sections of this 
Memo.  
 
1 Hydrology review (SLR) 

Charlotte Lockyer (SLR). Memo RM26.075 NZ Ski Ltd (FTA)Doolans Creek Water Take 
Technical Peer Review, 4 May 2026: 
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• 50% of the 7-day mean annual low flow (MALF); or  
• The sum of the consented maximum instantaneous or consecutive 7-day takes. 

From the estimated MALF at the point of the existing consented takes the estimated 
primary allocation limit is 306 L/s. The combined flow rates of the existing consented 
takes total 263.9 L/s. The additional 30 L/s requested by NZSki would take the total 
allocation to 293.9 L/s which remains below the estimated allocation limit.  
 
ORC notes that while there are no other resource consents authorising the abstraction 
of surface water from the Doolans Creek there are likely several surface water takes 
operating as permitted activities under the Regional Plan. To be a permitted activity 
surface water takes on the Doolans Creek must not exceed 0.5 L/s. This means there is 
allocation for 24 permitted takes prior to the estimated primary allocation limit of 306 
L/s. Given the number of dwellings and activities surrounding the Doolans Creek 
currently it is not expected that there would be close to 24 permitted takes. 
Furthermore, the take for snow-making will only be taken during the winter months, 
when irrigation takes are not operational (noting that only 24.6 L/s of the other resource 
consents are for purposes other than irrigation). Sections 6.1 Allocation and 6.4 Water 
use consents have been updated accordingly in the AEE. 
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