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Introduction and experience 
 

1 My name is Richard Brent Meade.  

2 I am a professional economic consultant and researcher with 33 years’ 

experience in providing economic and/or financial analysis and advice. My 

primary professional role is as Principal Economist at Cognitus Economic 

Insight, an economic consulting and research practice I founded in 2002. 

Since 2023 I have been an Adjunct Associate Professor at Griffith 

University and was appointed a Lay Member of the High Court for 

Commerce Act matters in 2024. In June 2025 I retired after being on the 

organising committee of the Law & Economics Association of New Zealand 

for 10 years, having been president for three years, and Auckland vice 

president for six years. 

3 Prior to founding Cognitus, I was an investment banker with Credit Suisse 

First Boston (1992-1998), through which I was a valuation and corporate 

finance specialist. I have also taught undergraduate and MBA finance 

and/or corporate finance for Victoria University of Wellington in New 

Zealand and Hong Kong multiple times and completed a graduate-level 

course in finance as part of my PhD (further details below). 

4 Since 1992 I have provided independent advice to ten iwi/tribes, or groups 

of iwi, in negotiations with the Crown for settlements of historical claims 

arising from Crown breaches of the Treaty of Waitangi, including the 

landmark Ngāi Tahu and Central North Island Iwi Collective settlements. 

Since 2010, I have provided independent economic expert evidence on 

behalf of Māori claimants seeking binding recommendations from the 

Waitangi Tribunal against the Crown for historical Treaty breaches, as well 

as for other claimants before the Tribunal seeking non-binding 

recommendations for various Treaty breaches. I was an independent 

economic expert for the plaintiff in the “Nelson Tenths” High Court action 

against the Crown for breaches of fiduciary duty dating from 1845. I also 

provided independent economic evidence in the 2025 High Court (Smiler 

et al. v. Attorney-General) “waters case”, seeking legal recognition of 

customary rights and interests in freshwater and geothermal resources. I 

have provided independent expert advice for multiple other Māori 

organisations, and government agencies in relation to Māori matters, on a 

range of policy and commercial matters. 

5 I have also been a Research Principal at the New Zealand Institute for the 

Study of Competition and Regulation (2001-2011), and a Senior Research 

Fellow at Auckland University of Technology (2015-2025). In addition to 

teaching finance or corporate finance, I have also lectured in industrial 
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organisation and/or environmental economics at Auckland University of 

Technology and University of Auckland multiple times. 

6 I belong to multiple professional and academic associations, including the 

Law & Economics Association of New Zealand (Member), Competition Law 

& Policy Institute of New Zealand (Member), Asia-Pacific Industrial 

Organisation Society (Member), New Zealand Association of Economists 

(Member), the New Zealand Institute of Forestry (Ordinary Member), and 

the Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration (Associate 

Member). 

7 I hold the following qualifications: a PhD (awarded with Distinction) in 

industrial organisation and regulation, as well as an MPhil and MSc in 

economic theory and econometrics, all from Toulouse School of 

Economics. I also hold a BSc (Hons, First Class) in statistics and operations 

research (including papers in economics and finance), a BSc in statistics 

and operations research, and a BCA in economics and finance, all from 

Victoria University of Wellington. 

8 Relevant examples of my work for this exercise include: 

(a) Providing expert economic evidence in multiple other FTAA 

processes, including two in Otago; 

(b) Undertaking numerous and often-times complex financial 

evaluations; 

(c) Applying the total economic value (TEV) framework for describing 

and categorising the full range of economic values that attach to a 

given activity or resource, and also non-market valuation (NMV) 

techniques for ascribing monetary values to product or service 

attributes that are not traded in markets and hence which lack 

identifiable market prices; 

(d) Providing expert economic evidence (including for multiple landmark 

cases) in the High Court, Waitangi Tribunal, and Environment Court; 

(e) Undertaking various studies for the Ministry for the Environment 

and/or Māori peak bodies on climate change policy and the transition 

to net zero in multiple sectors, and in particular how it affects Māori 

landowners (especially given the strong primary sector interests of 

Māori, and the cultural and socio-economic importance of whenua 

Māori); 
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(f) Assisting Māori peak bodies with their engagement with the Ministry 

for the Environment regarding the reform of the RMA (under both the 

previous and current governments), including a particular focus on 

Māori rights and interests in freshwater; and 

(g) Undertaking research on how land use is affected when land provides 

cultural services as well as commercial value, as well as research 

more broadly on the role of cooperative ownership in affecting 

business viability and behaviour. 

Expert Witness Code of Conduct 

9 Although these proceedings are not before the Environment Court, I 

confirm that I have read the Expert Witness Code of Conduct set out in the 

Environment Court’s Practice Note 2023. I have complied with the Code of 

Conduct in preparing this evidence and agree to comply with it while giving 

oral evidence before the Hearings Panel. This evidence is within my area 

of expertise, except where I state that I am relying upon the specified 

evidence of another person.  I have not omitted to consider material facts 

known to me that might alter or detract from the opinions that I express. 

Economic Review 

10 I have not prepared a standalone Statement of Evidence. I have reviewed 

the Applicant's EIA (Patterson Assessment) and have prepared a questions 

document titled "Doolans information required to assess claimed project 

impacts". This is attached as Appendix A.  

 

Richard Brent Meade 

27 October 2026 
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Appendix A – Doolans Questions Document  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














