
 

 

PO Box 489, Dunedin 9054 

Reference: MDL001948 

 

3 September 2026 

 

Onur Oktem 

  

 

 

 

Via email:   

 

 

Dear Onur, 

 
RE: Remarkables Ski Area Upgrades and Doolans Expansion - Response to Natural Hazards and 

Transportation Feedback 

 
NZ Ski Limited (“NZSki”) would like to thank Queenstown Lakes District Council (“QLDC”) for their 

ongoing engagement in relation to the Remarkables Ski Area Upgrades and Doolans Expansion Fast 

Track project (“the Project”). 

 

On 13th August 2026, QLDC wrote to NZSki and provided an overview of the key areas where QLDC 

considered there to be outstanding information gaps with respect to the Project. A copy of that letter is 

attached (Attachment 1). With respect to each topic:  

 

 Landscape: The landscape matters have been addressed in the letter dated 27 August 2026.  

 Transportation: The transportation matters were broadly discussed at a transportation workshop 

attended by NZSki, QLDC and NZ Transport Agency representatives on 27th August 2026. A 

number of updates have been made to the application documents and conditions to provide 

further background and clarification regarding a number of the matters raised. NZSki would 

welcome further discussion with you to understand if this information adequately addresses your 

concerns. 





 
 

Attachment 1:  QLDC letter identifying outstanding matters relating to landscape, natural 

hazards and transportation (13 August 2026) 

  









 
 

Attachment 2:  NZSki Alluvial Fan Assessment 

  



 

 

 
 

 

Memo 

To: NZSki.  Ross 
Lawrence 
 
 

From: Derek Chinn 
 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
Mail to: PO Box 13052, Christchurch 8140 

Project/File: 310103514 Date: 10 August 2026 

 

Reference: Evaluation of Alluvial Fan Hazard within the Lower Remarkables Transit Hub 
The proposed Lower Remarkables Transit Hub is identified within an "active debris-dominated" alluvial 
fan area on the ORC hazards mapping. The purpose of this memorandum is to evaluate the resulting 
level of risk using the framework provided by the National Policy Statement for Natural Hazards 2025. 
 
Executive Summary 
The risk to the proposed Lower Remarkables Transit Hub from the adjacent creek is believed to be 
Moderate or Low if assessed in accordance with the National Policy Statement for Natural Hazards 
2025 and is thus acceptable. 
 
Alluvial Fan Risk  
The relevant section of the Otago Regional Council natural hazards map is reproduced below.  This map 
identifies the area as ‘active debris-dominated’.   
 

 

Figure 1.  Relevant section of the Otago Regional Council Natural Hazard Map 





10 August 2026 
NZSki 
Page 3 of 5  

Reference: Response re flood risk to lower car park  

 

 
 

 

Lower Remarkables Transit Hub Layout and Location  

The layout and location of the Lower Remarkables Transit Hub are as shown in the two figures below. 

 

Figure 2.  Conceptual layout of the Lower Remarkables Transit Hub 

 

Figure 3.  Approximate site as shown in Google Earth 

 



10 August 2026 
NZSki 
Page 4 of 5  

Reference: Response re flood risk to lower car park  

 

 
 

 

Inundation Likelihood and Consequence  
Available evidence indicates that significant fan activity affecting the site is infrequent. On this basis the 
likelihood is assessed as "Unlikely" for the purposes of the National Policy Statement for Natural 
Hazards. 
 
The Remarkables has been operating since 1985 without experiencing flooding in the area of the Lower 
Transport Hub and nor do ‘Retrolens’ aerial images from 1976 and 1956 show evidence of recent flood 
inundation of the area of the Lower Remarkables Transit Hub; 

 

Figure 4. 1976 aerial photograph with the site location marked 

 
Figure 5.  1956 Aerial photograph of the site 
 





 
 

Attachment 3: QLDC Natural  Hazard Feedback 

  



Friday 28th August 2026 

 

Queenstown Lakes District Council 

Attn Onur Oktem 

    

Ref: L_2026120.01 

Onur, 

 

Re: Natural Hazards Assessment Peer Review, Remarkables Ski Area Expansion 

My name is Mark Cruden.  I have been engaged by the Queenstown Lakes District Council to 
undertake a pre application peer review of a Natural Hazards Assessment Report relating to the 
proposed Remarkables Ski Area expansion into Doolans Basin.  

I am the Director and Senior Engineer at Meyer Cruden Engineering Ltd. I hold a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering (Honors).  I am a Chartered Professional Engineer (Civil and Geotechnical) and a 
Professional Member of Engineering New Zealand. I have 25 years of experience and have worked as 
an engineer in the Central Otago region since 2003. My experience in ski area development began as 
a graduate engineer in Scotland, where I worked on ski area infrastructure and development projects 
for Cairngorm Mountain resort, Aviemore. 

I have undertaken numerous natural hazard assessments and subsequent mitigation designs. Recent 
examples of my work in this area include: - 

• landslide assessment and mitigation design for a proposed restaurant in Soho Basin at 
Cardrona Alpine Resort, 

• landslide assessment and design for the Snowsports New Zealand Olympic Dryslope, 
• Rockfall risk assessment for the Mt Iron public walking trails on behalf of Queenstown Lakes 

District Council,  
• landslide assessment and mitigation design for several locations on Central Otago District 

Council’s roading network, 
• Numerous alluvial fan, flooding and liquefaction hazard assessments to facilitate residential 

development in the region.  
 

This list is not exhaustive but provides a sample of the range and scale of projects I have been 
involved in. 

I have read and agree to comply with the Code of Conduct for expert witnesses contained in the 
Environment Court Practice Note 2023. 

 

 

 



Review Scope 

The scope of my review is as per the email instruction from Onur Oktem of QLDC, dated 13th August 
2026. My review considers the following specific matters: 

• The alluvial fan risk potentially affecting the Lower Remarkables Transit Hub 
• The flood risk affecting the Gondola Base Station and Base Building located within the current 

base area 
• The rockfall hazard present above Swan Lake  

 

In addition to this hazard assessment for QLDC I have undertaken similar work for Central Otago 
District Council (CODC) in relation to the proposed development where it extends into the CODC 
territorial area. 

Initial review and comments 

In undertaking this review I have viewed the following information provided by the applicant: 

• Remarkables Ski Area Expansion Project, Natural Hazards Assessment, Stantec New Zealand, 
dated 29 April 2026.  

• Memo, Reference Responses to Questions on Doolans Natural Hazards Assessment, Stantec 
New Zealand, dated 10 June 2026 

• Memo, Reference: Evaluation of Alluvial Fan Hazard within the Lower Remarkables Transit 
Hub, Stantec New Zealand, dated 10 August 2026. 

 

In addition to reviewing these documents I attended a Teams meeting on the 19th August 2026 to 
discuss the contents of the Stantec reports and my initial findings.  

  

For simplicity I have provided my comments and recommendations in the table appended with this 
letter. 

Should you require further information please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

Regards 

Mark Cruden, Director 

  










