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c) Information and requirements relating to the native lizards (including the New Zealand Threat Classification 
System or any relevant international conservation agreement).  

Granting the wildlife approval sought by NZTA is consistent with the purpose of the FTAA, as it is essential to 
facilitate the delivery of the Project. The vegetation clearance and earthworks required to construct the Project 
will result in the potential adverse effects on protected native lizards. In the absence of lizard management 
measures (handling, salvage, transfer/relocation) it is highly likely that construction works would result in injury 
or mortality of native lizards, which is an offence under the Wildlife Act.  

The wildlife approval is consistent with the purpose of the Wildlife Act, being the protection of species classified 
as wildlife. The activities it will authorise will allow NZTA to undertake the necessary and appropriate measures 
to protect native lizards during the construction of the Project by reducing risks to lizards associated with 
vegetation clearance and earthworks. 

Whilst handling, salvage, and transfer/relocation of protected native lizards is aimed at avoiding and minimising 
direct impacts, there are potential risks associated with these activities, including: 

• Direct mortality or injury to lizards which may be harmed during handling, salvage, transfer and relocation. 

• Disorientation of salvaged lizards after relocation, lack of shelter, increased movement and exposure.  

• Poor capture rates. 

• Vulnerability to weather extremes, temperature fluctuations, and reproductive impacts. 

• Competition for resources with resident lizards at release site(s). 

• Predation at release site(s), including in live traps. 

• Displacement, disturbance, injury or death of lizards unable to be salvaged. 

The LMP has been developed to manage these risks and the inclusion of lizard-specific habitat enhancement 
and predator control at release sites as part of the terrestrial mitigation package will further minimise adverse 
effects following transfer/relocation of salvaged lizards (see section 9). Notwithstanding this, the LMP also 
includes contingency actions and processes for data collection and reporting and post-release monitoring (see 
sections 10 – 12).  

Overall, NZTA is seeking authorisation for activities involving the handling, salvage, transfer and relocation (and 
incidental killing) of native lizards that would otherwise breach the Wildlife Act. These activities are necessary to 
protect native lizards during construction of the Project and will be undertaken in accordance with the measures 
set out in the LMP. Granting the approval would enable implementation of those management measures while 
also enabling construction of the Project, consistent with the purpose of the FTAA. 

5. PROPOSED CONDITIONS  
The conditions proposed below by NZTA for the wildlife approval will ensure that impacts on native lizards will 
be avoided, minimised or remedied.2  

The conditions also take into account the New Zealand Threat classification System,3 primarily through the 
requirement to implement a comprehensive LMP. The LMP provided in Appendix E1 has been prepared by a 
SQP, follows best practice, and sets out translocation methods, protocols, monitoring requirements, and 
measures to support the creation and enhancement of lizard habitat. Lizards found within the Project extent will 
be relocated to the lizard release sites, within  

 

 
 
2 Schedule 7, clause 6(2)(a) FTAA 
3 Schedule 7, clause 6(2)(c) FTAA 
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 Condition 
number 

Condition 

WA1 The Wildlife Approval shall expire 20 years after the date the Approval is granted. 

WA2 The Project shall be undertaken in general accordance with the Lizard Management Plan 
dated August 2026.  

The LMP shall be implemented and complied with from the Start of Construction (or for 
the stage of works to which the LMP applies). 

WA3 The LMP may be amended without further process provided that the amendment 
remains consistent with the objective of the LMP.  

Mana Whenua shall be invited to comment on any amendment to the LMP in accordance 
with Condition WA3. 

The Approval Holder shall record any feedback received from Mana Whenua including 
how that feedback has been addressed and if the feedback has not been addressed, the 
reasons why. 
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