
 

   

 

______________________________________________________________ 

MINUTE 6 OF THE EXPERT PANEL  
Request for Information on Wetlands  

Green Steel [FTAA-2506-1074] 

(11 December 2025) 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

[1] The Expert Panel engaged legal advice to assist them on the issue of whether 

two sites identified by the Regional Council on the application site met the criteria 

for classification of “wetland” under the Resource Management Act 1991 and 

‘natural inland wetland’ under the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 

Management 2020 (NPS-FM).  The reason for requesting this opinion was if the 

modifications of wetlands is to occur, the proposal will have obligations to mitigate 

or offset effects on the wetlands under the NPS-FM and the National 

Environmental Standards - Freshwater 2020. 

[2] The legal advice received on this matter can be seen on the Fast Track 

website for this project.  The advice concludes that the ecologists involved in the 

assessment of the wetlands have not put forward sufficient evidence for it to be 

concluded that the two identified areas on the site are not wetlands. The evidence 

that is lacking is in relation to whether the two potential wetland areas in question 

do in fact contain ‘animals adapted to wet conditions’. If this is the case the areas 

will meet the definition of wetland under the Resource Management Act 1991.  

[3] Therefore, in accordance with section 67 of the Fast Track Approvals Act 

the Expert Panel requests the following information be provided by the applicant 

in relation to how it was concluded that no animals adapted to wet conditions were 

present: 

(i)  Describe what survey methods were used to assess fauna 

(ii)  Identify what species were searched for or observed 
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(iii)  Specify when surveys were conducted or under what conditions 

(iv) Provide any analysis of habitat suitability for wetland-adapted 

fauna; and 

(v)  Explain the basis for concluding that no animals adapted to wet 

condition are present (other than simply noting that none were 

observed when on site).  

(4)  If this information is not currently available, it is requested that the applicant 

undertake the required surveys and submit the information to the Panel.  

(5) The requested information is to be submitted to the EPA by 2pm on Friday 

19th December 2025.  

 

 

 
Matthew Casey KC  
Green Steel Expert Panel Chair  


