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Clough & Associates Ltd 

To: University of Auckland 

From: , Clough & Associates 

CC:  

Date: 20/03/2026 

Re: Proposed University of Auckland Student Centre and Library 

Comments: One recorded archaeological site (R11/833 – Albert Barracks) is present 

within the development area. Later in the 19th century residential 

housing was constructed across the area. Based on previous 

investigations and the history of development on the site, the potential 

for additional unrecorded archaeological sites to be present is considered 

low. 

The proposed works are likely to impact part of the recorded extent of 

R11/833. At this stage the effects on archaeological values are expected 

to be minor. 

An archaeological assessment will be required to determine the extent of 

archaeological deposits and the effects of the proposed works. Any 

modification or disturbance of recorded or unrecorded archaeological 

sites will require an Archaeological Authority under the Heritage New 

Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPT Act). Archaeological 

investigation and recording undertaken as part of the Archaeological 

Authority process would provide an appropriate mitigation measure. 

 

Introduction 

The University of Auckland is applying for the development of a Student Centre and 

Library to be referred to the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA) (the Project). Section 

13 of the FTAA sets out the requirements for a referral application. These include ‘a 

description of the anticipated and known adverse effects of the project on the environment’. 

The Project will require resource consents that would otherwise be applied for under the 

Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) and an Archaeological Authority, along with 

approval of a suitably qualified archaeologist to undertake any archaeological investigation, 

that would otherwise be applied for under the HNZPT Act. 

This Memorandum provides advice regarding any archaeological constraints relating to the 

Project to support the application for referral under the FTAA. 

s 9(2)(a)
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Methodology 

The New Zealand Archaeological Association’s (NZAA) site recording scheme 

(ArchSite), Auckland Council’s Cultural Heritage Inventory (CHI), the Auckland Unitary 

Plan Operative in Part (AUP (OP)) schedules and the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 

Taonga (Heritage NZ) New Zealand Heritage List/Rārangi Kōrero (NZ Heritage List) were 

searched for information on archaeological and other historic heritage sites recorded on or 

in the immediate vicinity of the Project area. 

This Memorandum has drawn on the historical and archaeological background research 

from several archaeological reports, in particular the Albert Barracks final excavation 

report (Clough and Associates 2004) and the archaeological appraisal for the Maidment 

Theatre demolition (Clough 2016), the site of which is within the proposed development 

site. 

 

Historical Background 

Māori Settlement 

Clough and Associates (2004), and Clough (2016) have synthesised the pre- and post- 

European contact histories of the wider University Precinct. This in turn draws upon earlier 

work by Stone (2001), and Macready and Clough (2012). The Māori history is shown to be 

complex, reflecting both the mobile nature of Māori settlement and political changes through 

time. The Auckland Isthmus was clearly an important node in the migrations, conquests, and 

trading networks of several Māori groups. 

Early kāinga (villages) were established near shorelines and major rivers, and were occupied 

either long term, seasonally or temporarily, relating to the availability of food resources. 

Satellite fishing and gardening camps provided preserved food resources, taken back to the 

kāinga for use during the winter months. Around 1500 AD Māori began to construct defensive 

settlements (pā), sited on strategic headlands and volcanic cones, often surrounded by ditches 

and palisades. The appearance of pā throughout Tāmaki Makaurau indicated increased 

competition for the area’s resources, a growing population and, ultimately, warfare. 

The Symonds Street/Princes Street ridge has always played an important role in the history of 

Auckland, providing extensive views over the harbour and bays. It was the location of at least 

two pā sites: Rerenga-oraiti and Te Reuroa/ Te Horotiu (site numbers R11/81 and R11/82). 

 

Early European Settlement 

European settlement in Auckland began in 1840 after the first Governor of New Zealand, 

Captain William Hobson, chose the isthmus as the site of the capital of the new colony. A 

group of Ngāti Whātua chiefs had encouraged Hobson to choose the area they knew as 
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Tāmaki Makaurau, or Tāmaki of a hundred lovers. With the decision to move the capital 

from Russell (Kororāreka) to Auckland in 1840, the initial defence for the town of 

Auckland was provided by Fort Britomart, replacing the earlier abandoned pa there. Soon 

a new barracks and headquarters (Albert Barracks) were required as part of Auckland’s 

defence. 

Part of the University campus is located on the former site of Albert Barracks (site 

R11/833), which occupied the area between Symonds Street and Kitchener Street from 

1845 to 1870 (Clough & Associates 2004). The Barracks played a key role in the New 

Zealand Wars as the main base for the colonial troops, and, with Government House, also 

played a prominent part in Auckland’s social life (Clough 2009). Earlier reports have 

detailed histories relating to the Albert Barracks (Clough and Associates 2004; Shakles et 

al. 2012; Clough 2006; Clough 2009; Clough and Macready 2010; Clough 2015; Clough 

2016) which will not be repeated in this brief appraisal. 

The Barracks were largely demolished in 1871. Albert Park was then formed and the land 

along the Princes Street frontage subdivided for residential development c.1872-3 (Clough 

2009). The site of the Maidment Theatre had a large two-storey building dating from this 

time. In 1966 the neighbouring properties on Alfred Street and Princes Street were 

demolished and the Students’ Union was developed. In 1975 the building on the Maidment 

Theatre site was demolished and the theatre was constructed. 

A large number of archaeological assessments and investigations have occurred within the 

University of Auckland, predominantly targeting the Albert Barracks (R11/833) and the 

Barracks wall. Investigations within both the University grounds and Albert Park have 

demonstrated that archaeological material and building foundations relating to the 

construction of the Barracks still exist and have provided valuable insights into 19th century 

occupation of the site (Coates 1990; Clough and Associates 2004; Clough 2004; Clough 

2006; Baquié and Clough 2009; Shakles et al. 2012). 
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Archaeological and other Historic Heritage Sites 

Location of Development Site 

The Project falls within the area bounded by Princes Street, Alfred Street, Symonds Street 

and Wellesley Street. The proposed Project development area is on the southern corner of 

Alfred Street and Princes Street, as shown in Figure 1 appended to this Memorandum (the 

Site). It is situated within Lot 1 DP 151178 and small portions of Sec 1 SO 46532 and Sec 

1 SO 44422. 

Scheduled Historic Heritage Places 

There is one scheduled historic heritage place within the Site, and one scheduled historic 

heritage place adjacent to the Site:  

• The Student Union Building (AUP (OP) ID 1927) is located within the Site.  

• A former residence at 4 Alfred Street (AUP (OP) ID 1926, NZ Heritage List ID 

7275) is located immediately adjacent to the Site, as shown in Figure 2 appended 

to this Memorandum. This rendered brick house is currently used as the AUSA 

reception (AUSA building). 

The current Student Union building is scheduled as a Category B historic heritage place 

based on physical attributes, aesthetics and context criteria (AUP (OP) ID 1927). It was 

designed by Warren & Mahoney Architects with a modern brutalist influence and was 

constructed in 1965-73. It is not included in the NZ Heritage List. This structure is to be 

demolished as part of the Project. 

The AUSA building at 4 Alfred Street was built c.1895 and is scheduled as a Category B 

historic heritage place in the AUP (OP) (ID 1926), based on historical, physical attributes 

and aesthetic criteria. In addition to its scheduled status, it is included in the NZ Heritage 

List as a Category 2 Historic Place (#7275). While not recorded as an archaeological site, 

it meets the definition of an archaeological site in the HNZPT Act as the site is associated 

with human activity that took place prior to 1900.  

In terms of the surrounding Site context, the Princes Street Historic Heritage Area AUP 

(OP) ID 2511 (Category A) extends right up to the boundary of the Site, while the Albert 

Park historic landscape, which includes a large part of the former Albert Barracks, is a 

Category A scheduled area (AUP (OP) ID 1999) that extends to the kerb on the opposite 

side of Princes Street. A portion of the extent of Te Reuroa Pā is also scheduled as a site of 

significance to mana whenua under Schedule 12 of the AUP (OP) within Albert Park (AUP 

(OP) ID 074). 

Archaeological Sites 

The Site is also within the extent of the historic Albert Barracks recorded archaeological 

site (R11/833, CHI-3375) (Figure 1). The Albert Barracks (1846-1871) were enclosed 
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within a stone wall, consisting of timber, brick and stone buildings with a large parade 

ground, and at least three wells. The main entrance was located to the north via a former 

Military Road. The Barracks were largely demolished by 1871. The original extent of the 

Albert Barracks in relation to the Site is shown in Figure 1 (the red outline to the east of 

the Site shows the approximate line of the Barracks wall). To the northeast, a small section 

of the Barracks wall, constructed during Governor Grey’s period of office in 1847, remains 

intact adjacent to the existing main library (AUP (OP) ID 1914). A brick path and well 

(R11/3507), are preserved within the northwestern corner of the Old Choral Hall (AUP 

(OP) ID 2057). Details of the Albert Barracks site R11/833 are provided in the site record 

form appended to this Memorandum. It is possible that archaeological remains of the Albert 

Barracks may be present subsurface within the Site in areas not previously excavated for 

construction purposes. 

 

Assessment of Effects 

The detailed design indicates that there will be no impact on the AUSA building situated 

at 4 Alfred Street, immediately adjacent to the Site. The existing Student Union building 

and other structures within the Site will be demolished in preparation for the construction 

of the Project. 

The proposed Student Centre and Library will consist of 10 levels of which two levels will 

be below the Alfred Street/Princes Street level. The former Maidment Theatre site and the 

Student Union building have previously been excavated below ground level and therefore 

further works in this area are unlikely to impact any archaeological deposits. 

All of the Site area is within the extent of the former Albert Barracks R11/833, and it is 

possible that subsurface remains relating to the Barracks may be affected by any 

groundworks excavation required to enable the Project. If so, effects on site R11/833 would 

likely be minor as the Site has previously had some level of excavation, such as within the 

former Maidment Theatre and Student Union location, and within the footprint of other 

structures that may have had lower ground or basement levels. However, the full extent of 

the effects on site R11/833 cannot be accurately determined at this stage and a detailed 

archaeological assessment will be required, which will be submitted with the substantive 

application. 

From our preliminary assessment, we consider that any effects on archaeological remains 

can be appropriately managed through archaeological investigation and recording 

undertaken under an Archaeological Authority issued under the HNZPT Act, to recover 

information relating to the history of the Albert Barracks. 

The table below summarises the potential effects on archaeological and other historic 

heritage sites within or immediately adjacent to the Site. 
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Figure 1. Map showing the recorded archaeological sites in the near vicinity of the proposed Student Centre and Library (site locations sourced from 
NZAA) 
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Figure 2. Map showing the scheduled Historic Heritage Places and Sites of Significance to Mana Whenua recorded in the near vicinity of the proposed 
Student Centre and Library (site locations sourced from Auckland Council AUP (OP)) 
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Appendix A: Site Record Form 
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