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Memo
To:

Mitch Lewandowski, Building Block
Planning Ltd Job No: 2144.100

From: Emily Roper, RMA Ecology Ltd Date: 20 March 2026

cc: Andrew Beatson, Barrister; Paul Turner, Landlink; Graham Ussher, RMA Ecology Ltd

Subject: Waikanae North Development: Wildlife Approval information requirements

Dear Mitch,

This memo has been prepared to identify and respond to Wildlife Act approval requirements under Section
42(4)(h), and how the substantive application complies with these requirements. This memo follows
Checklist E – Wildlife approval, of the Fast-track Substantive Application Form. It is reproduced here as part
of the substantive application for Waikanae North Developments Ltd in relation to the Waikanae North
Development in an area described as Kukutauaki, at Peka Peka Road, Peke Peka, Kāpiti (“the site”).

Table 1 provides a list of the ecological documents which also form part of the Fast Track consent application
and are referred to in this report, and Table 2 responds to the information checklist.

This Wildlife Approval application is specifically for the capture and relocation of native lizards known to be
present at the site (northern grass skink Oligosoma polychroma), and other native lizards that are potentially
(but unlikely to be) present (glossy brown skink Oligosoma zelandicum, copper skink Oligosoma aeneum,
ornate skink Oligosoma ornatum, and raukawa gecko Woodworthia maculata) from the proposed
development footprint. Captured lizards will be relocated to adjacent areas on the site that will be subject to
habitat enhancement, pest management, and restoration planting.

For the avoidance of doubt, this Wildlife Approval application does not relate to non-lizard fauna.

Table 1: Documents referred to in checklist (Table 2) and supplied with this Wildlife Approval application.

Document name Document
acronym

Document
number

Ecological Impact Assessment EcIA E1

Lizard Management Plan LMP E2

Ecological Restoration Management Plan ERMP E3
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Table 2: Information required for Wildlife Approval application.

Clause,
Schedule 7

Information required for an
approval described in section
42(4)(h) (Wildlife Act approval),
clause 2 of Schedule 7

Application reference and response

2(1)(a) Specify the purpose of the
proposed activity

Document E1 EcIA: Section 1.0
The proposal is for an urban subdivision to provide
approximately 1,200 residential allotments, 11 commercial lots,
and 4 jointly-owned access lots.

2(1)(b) Identify the actions the applicant
wishes to carry out involving
protected wildlife and where they
will be carried out (whether on or
off public conservation land)

Document E1 EcIA: Section 4.1 and 4.3
Document E2 LMP: Section 2.4
The proposed earthworks will result in the removal of 24.98 ha
of lizard habitat across the site (Figure 3 of E2 LMP, Appendix 1
of this memorandum). Prior to the commencement of any works
within lizard habitat, a comprehensive lizard capture and
relocation programme will be implemented. Native skinks
(Oligosoma polychroma, along with other native lizard species
that are potentially present) will be captured and relocated to
areas of suitable habitat outside of the works footprint, within
the site. Release sites will be subject to habitat enhancement,
pest management and restoration planting.
Lizard capture will be undertaken via pre-clearance trapping and
systematic searches, followed by destructive searches during the
vegetation removal phase, to ensure all opportunities to
relocate native lizards are taken. Details of the methods are
provided in E2 LMP Section 2.5.
Captured lizards will be released into suitable habitat outside of
the development footprint (Figure 4 of E2 LMP, Appendix 2 of
this memorandum). Details of the actions to be taken to
enhance release areas are provided in E2 LMP Section 2.6.
The activities will all be undertaken on the applicant’s existing
landholdings (Waikanae North Development Ltd):

- LOTS 1 2 DP 589363
- LOTS 2-3 5 DP 587727
- LOT 1 DP 21514
- PT KUKUTAUAKI 1B1 BLK
- NGARARA WEST A46A BLK
- SECS 14 15 SO 505444
- SEC 1 SO 545508

This Wildlife Approval application does not involve any public
conservation land.

2(1)(c) An assessment of the activity and
its impacts against the purpose of
the Wildlife Act

Document E1 EcIA: Section 4.2, with assessment of effects on
lizards discussed in Section 4.5.4 (lizard habitat).
Document E3 ERMP: Section 2.2, provides a summary of the E1
EcIA effects assessment.
The Wildlife Act protects animals classed as wildlife and controls
how people interact with wildlife. This application is relevant to
the Wildlife Act because it proposes the removal of vegetation
that provides habitat for protected wildlife species, and these
species may be killed or injured if the removal activities are not
appropriately managed. These species are identified as northern
grass skink Oligosoma polychroma, and native birds.
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This approval is requested in relation to native lizards only, as
any other adverse effect on native vegetation and birds will be
avoided through site-specific controls.

2(1)(d) List protected wildlife species
known or predicted to be in the
area and, where possible, the
numbers of wildlife present and
numbers likely to be impacted.

Document E1 EcIA: Section 3.2.5
Document E2 LMP: Section 2.3
Confirmed present:
During field surveys undertaken in 2025, 31 northern grass skink
Oligosoma polychroma were caught across multiple trapping
devices at multiple locations across the site. It is estimated that
there may be up to 200 northern grass skink individuals within
the areas proposed for disturbance for the development. No
other species of native lizard were recorded during the surveys.
Given the extensive survey effort across all possible areas of
lizard habitat, we are certain that northern grass skink is the only
native lizard species present. However, we have included
nominal numbers for other species as part of this application
despite the extremely low likelihood of them being present:
Glossy brown skink Oligosoma zelandicum ca. 10 individuals
Copper skink Oilgosom aenum ca. 20 individuals
Raukawa gecko Woodworthia maculata ca. 20 individuals
Ornate skink Oligosoma ornatum ca. 5 individuals
An assessment of likelihood of presence on the site, based on
the numbers and proximity of records, and the presence of
suitable habitat for each species, is provided in E2 LMP Appendix
2, and Appendix 3 of this memorandum.

2(1)(e) An outline of impacts on
threatened, data deficient, and
at-risk wildlife species (as defined
in the New Zealand Threat
Classification System)

Document E1 EcIA: Sections 3.2 and 3.3 (threatened and at-risk
wildlife species present on the site) and Section 4.2 (impacts on
all ecological values, including threatened and at-risk species).
No threatened, data deficient, or at-risk species of native lizard
have been recorded as present on the site.

2(1)(f) A statement of how the methods
proposed to be used to conduct
the actions involving protected
wildlife will ensure that best
practice standards are met

Document E2 LMP: Section 1.1, page 5.
Best practice standards for managing New Zealand lizards are
published in the Department of Conservation Lizard Technical
Advisory Group document, Guidelines for producing
management plans for New Zealand lizards.
E2 LMP follows the preferred methodologies and standards
advocated by the Department of Conservation.

2(1)(g) A description of the methods to
be used to safely, efficiently, and
humanely catch, hold, or kill the
animals and identify relevant
animal ethics processes:

Document E2 LMP: Sections 2.5, 2.6 and 2.7.
Detailed methods of capture and handling of lizards by suitably
qualified and experienced ecologists/ herpetologists are
contained within the Lizard Management Plan. Methods include
pre-works systematic searches and trapping, and machine
salvage at the point of vegetation clearance works. Release sites
will be enhanced through habitat enhancement (planting and
creation of log stacks) and pest animal control.
E2 LMP details the timing of salvage operation (Section 2.5.1),
the methods of salvage (Section 2.5.2), lizard handling and
processing protocols (Section 2.5.3), and an accidental discovery
protocol (Section 2.7). Details regarding locations, preparation
and management of the release sites are provided in Section 2.6.

2(1)(h) A statement of the location or
locations in which the activity will

Document E2 LMP: Section 2.4.
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be carried out, including a map
(and GPS co-ordinates if available)

Lizard habitat to be removed includes areas of moderate- and
low-quality habitat within the footprint of the development, as
illustrated in Figure 3, page 8, and Appendix 1 of this
memorandum, and described in Table 1, page 9 of the E2 LMP.

2(1)(i) A statement of whether
authorisation is sought to
temporarily hold or relocate
wildlife.

Document E2 LMP.
Authorisation is sought to relocate wildlife (native lizards) into
adjacent areas of enhanced habitat outside of the development
footprint.

2(1)(j) A list of all actual and potential
wildlife effects (adverse or
positive) of the proposed activity,
including effects on the target
species, other indigenous species,
and the ecosystems at the site

Document E1 EcIA: Section 4.2
Section 4.2 of E1 EcIA identifies the actual and potential adverse
effects on the target species, and other indigenous species and
ecosystems on the site:
Section 4.3 Terrestrial ecosystems
Section 4.4 Aquatic ecosystems
Section 4.5 Fauna (including native lizards)
The activity will result in the removal of 24.98 ha of lizard habitat
with the potential adverse effect of direct mortality of lizards
(northern grass skink) during clearance operations.
Vegetation clearance and earthworks also have the potential
adverse effect of direct mortality of native birds, loss of
endangered naturally uncommon dune ecosystem vegetation,
and loss of 2 At Risk- Declining Kunzea amathicolai trees.
Earthworks and other construction activities will have potential
adverse effects on wetlands and freshwater fish.
The development will have a suite of positive effects, including
wetland creation and enhancement, stream buffer planting,
duneland planting, pest plant control, pest animal control
(including controls on domestic and feral cats), and exclusion of
stock from restoration areas, including the lizard release areas.
A summary of the potential and actual adverse effects on all
ecological values is in E1 EcIA, Table 13, and Table 14.

2(1)(k) Where adverse effects are
identified, state what methods
will be used to avoid and
minimise those effects, and any
offsetting or compensation
proposed to address unmitigated
adverse effects (including steps
taken before the project begins,
such as surveying, salvaging, and
relocation protected wildlife)

Document E1 EcIA: Section 4.6 and Section 4.7
Document E3 ERMP
The E1 EcIA, Section 4.2 details the actual and potential effects
of the development and summaries of effects and proposed
mitigation are provided in Table 15 and Table 21.
Adverse effects on native lizards as a result of vegetation
removal will be avoided through the implementation of a
salvage operation prior to the commencement of works, as
prescribed in the E2 LMP.
After mitigation is applied, the level of effect on lizards will be
very low, therefore there will be no residual adverse effects and
offsetting or compensation will be not be required.
Adverse effects on native birds as a result of vegetation removal
will be avoided through avoiding clearance during the bird
breeding season, or by creating exclusion zones around nests
following survey by a suitably qualified ecologist.
Adverse effects on wetland, stream, and duneland ecosystems
will be either avoided, or where avoidance is not possible,
mitigated through extensive planting, pest plant control, and
pest animal control as detailed in the E3 ERMP, Section 3.0
(stream modification), Section 4.0 (wetland creation and
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enhancement), Section 5.0 (revegetation), and Section 6.0
(exotic animal management).
Residual adverse effects on wetland extent and value have been
identified, as detailed in E1 EcIA, Section 4.4. These residual
effects will be offset through wetland creation and
enhancement, as detailed in E1 EcIA, Section 4.7.

2(1)(l) A statement of whether the
applicant or any company
director, trustee, partner, or
anyone else involved with the
application has been convicted of
any offence under the Wildlife Act

Neither the applicant, nor any directors of the applicant
company, have been convicted of an offence under the Wildlife
Act.

2(1)(m) A statement of whether the
applicant or any company
director, trustee, partner, or
anyone else involved with the
application has any current
criminal charges under the
Wildlife Act pending before a
court

Neither the applicant, nor any directors of the applicant
company, have any charges under the Wildlife Act pending
before a court.

2(1)(n) Provision of proof and details of
all consultation, including with
hapū or iwi, on the application
specific to wildlife impacts

The applicant has consulted with iwi in preparing this
application, as detailed in the substantive application document.
Iwi were provided with the drafts of Document E1 EcIA and
Document E2 LMP as part of that consultation.

2(1)(o) Provision of any additional
written expert views, advice, or
opinions the applicant has
obtained concerning their
proposal

None.

Yours sincerely,

Emily Roper

Senior Ecologist1

RMA Ecology Ltd

g:\shared drives\rma ecology main drive\rma ecology ltd\active projects\2144 pekapeka\2144.100 fast track ecia\working\waa\2144.100_waa
application memo_20march2026.final.docx

1 This report has been prepared for the benefit of our Client with respect to the particular brief given to us and it may not be relied upon in other
contexts or for any other purpose without our prior review and agreement. Any use or reliance by a third party is at that party’s own risk. Where
information has been supplied by the Client or obtained from other external sources, it has been assumed that it is accurate, without independent
verification, unless otherwise indicated. No liability or responsibility is accepted by RMA Ecology Limited for any errors or omissions to the extent that
they arise from inaccurate information provided by the Client or any external source.
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Appendix 1: Location of suitable lizard habitat across the site and the development footprint (red line and light red shading). The areas of
lizard habitat are graded low-moderate-high quality.
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Appendix 2: Lizard release site areas (low-moderate-high quality habitat) outside of the development footprint (red line and light red shading).
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Appendix 3: Desktop lizard survey results


